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Intraduftory Account of the Piety, and Humanity, of 
the Magdalene Charity. 


Kreſs to the Friends of ve EPL 


ere which have any ſemblance of Dedi- 
| to be panegyrics ; and it is happy for mankind when pro- 
per occaſions offer for ſhewing reſpec for each other. The 
zeal which you demonſtrate for the honor of Gad, and the 
preſervation of the mo/? wretched of the human kind, is very 
commendable ; but the conſideration of our common frailties, 
and the iniguities for which the hg of us are accountable, 
render pompors words, on ſuch an occaſion, improper, if not 
abſurd. — =, we am ba > co 
acceptance of it. 

In the mean while, the ſame powers which enable us to 
talk the language of reaſon and religion on other ſubjects, 
will, I preſume, make us competent judges of this. Our 
beſt knowledge in all things is gained by experience ; but 
thoſe who are too vitiouſly inclined to think, or act with 
propriety, in relation to them ; therefore we muſt not be 
ſurprized to find the ſubject ſo much enveloped in a kind of 
myſtery. — This ſeems to be one of the ſecret cauſes why 
fo many bane ville, who might be profrned, for it is 
= LT 3 very 


121 


very apparent, that as ſome are awed and prevented from 


falling by timely caution ; others, not made ſenſible of the | 
turpitude of the crime, for without reſerve. 1 

Much has been written to deter mankind from fir in ge- 
neral, as well as againſt particular offences : and alas l many 
books are calculated to favor a propenſity to finfulnefs. 
But of all the breaches of the chri/tian law, not one appears 
to be worſe underſtood, more pains taken to gloſs it 
over, or mare ingenuity exaglaged. to refine it away, than 
this article of promiſcuous commerce and lawleſs couref- 
pondencies. On the other hand, we ſee no crime at- 
tended with worſe conſequences, as to bodily diſeaſe ; nor 
any producing more fatal efiets in laying waſte the parity 
of the ſoul. 

Ie is a queſtion with fome well-meaning people, if it is 
not an injury to ſociety, to attempt the giving haclots any 
they can of the labor of their hands, not confidering that | 
many are brought under ſuch circumſtances as exclude = | 
. them from the means of health, or employment, or inflruc- | 
with regard to this commerce, find the fame countenance, 
and meet with the ſame cſtcem, at leaſt from the greateſt 
| part of the world, as if they were entirely :mocent. Is this 
vindicating the rights of human nature? Is this imitating the 
| impartial juſtice of God? Or is it the way to eſtabliſh righ- 
teouſneſa amongſt men? The complaint is indeed as c- 
mon as the evil; and the remedy as often neglefted ; the 


woman is treated as incorrigible, whilſt the offence hes 
moſt- 


(5s) 

moſt frequently at the door of the mar, and ſhe is generally 
the be/# diſpoſed to ſubmit to the laws of reaſon and reli- 
gion ; yet ſo it is, ſhe muſt be mf puniſhed. | 

Thoſe who would thus bar the gates of mercy againſt 
all female proſtitutes, muſt not be ſurprized to ſee ſo many 
viftims offered up to infamy, and periſhing under penury 
and diſeaſe, with all the horrors of their guilt. Such 
as repent are ſurely not ſhut out from mercy in heaven : be- 
fides, if we thus extend our charity, we may learn to imi- 
tate the condu#? of the Saviour of mankind, and keepin view 
the example of his mercy, on ſimilar occafions. This will 
Taiſe a noble emulation in virtuous minds; give frength of 
judgment, as well as purity of heart, and in ſome meaſure 
world. 
Your attention to the moſt wretched of the human 
dies, laid the foundation of theſe letters and meditations : it 
IX induced me to employ ſome evenings of retirement, not 
Y without hopes that I might be enabled to throw in 2 mite 
towards the ſupport of your undertaking. It has long fince | 
concerning a propenlity to vice in women, who have been 
guilty of proſtitution, ſome of them muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have an inclination towards cultivating an intereſt with 
Hh} virtue. Many who are to well acquainted with vice, will 
- naturally be induced to try what comforts virtue can furniſh, 
- WM felf-prefervation teaching us to fly from that which we 
know or believe to be cuil. Let men talk as they pleaſe, 
the facts, which juſtify an opinion in favor of. penitent proſe 
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titutes, are better arguments than the moſt refined ſpecula- 

tiams drawn from the general notions of the world. Your 
| opening the gate of mercy to thoſe againſt whom it uſed to 

be Hut, widens the avenues to repentance in ſome, as well 
as charity in others, not only in opinion, but in practice; 
whereas contrary notions produce quite oppoſite effets. 

Many a wretched Being, reduced to the loweſt ebb of mi- 
fery, now finds a relief, which hardly any thing but a mi- 
hearts never reached the knowledge of half the diſtreſs of 

theſe objects; and how many others would have contri- 
|  buted to the relief of them, had they known how, or had 

it not been generally thought diſgraceful. The path is 

the attractive powers of humanity, or the glorious calls of 

yeligion. We may now fuccor the WRETCHED, whoſe 

fouls, as well as bodies, need a healing hand, and be mo- 

aW et GH EY Ws 6 EEE 
the purpoſe intended. 

Seb 6d ee e inet. 
cates for the diſtreſſed. Armed with candor and perſuaſion, 
you have brought the antient prejudices of our nation in 
a very ſingular inftance, to a more exact concordance with 
reaſon, and firuck out a channel of beneficence, the more 
intereſting to the human heart, as it is intended for the ſer- 
vice of the ſex, ior whom heaven has appointed men to be 
the in/irudors, the guardians, and the friends. 
propitious to your wiſhes / You have performed more, I 


Sa 

believe, than yourſelves imagined to be prafticable ; and 
thoſe only can conceive a true idea of theſe labors, who fee 
the effects of them. If any fondly imagine that an at- 
tempt of this fort will entirely turn the current of ſenſua- 


fect in the thing itſelf, but becauſe their hopes of it were 


much too ſanguine. 

It is an andonbted truth, that there are many young - 
their repentance if they knew where to eat a morſe] of 
haneft bread, or find ſhelter from the miſery they have 
brought on their own heads. And if you can fave ſuch 
from an early grave, ſurely it will be worth your time, your 
money, and your toil. If you can be inſtrumental in fav- 
judgments, and the thoughtleſs laugh at the attempt, yet, 
in the eye of reaſen and religion, the taſk will not be the 
leſs glorious. 7 . 
It feems infeed mo conkifientto tarnthe balance of your 
favor on the fide of thoſe who are youngef in iniquity ; and 
confine yourſelves to ſuch as really repent, or, I ſhould ra 
ther ſay, who appear moſt inclined ts laarn haw to repent. 


| dignity and honor, and ſupport fuch a regard to the ſex, as 
is moſt conſonant with the laws of Gad and nature. A 
ſtrit adherence to the great principle of true penitence, 
ſeems to be the only ſolid ground on which you can build 
the hopes of a lafting eftablifment ; and, I apprebend, it 

will 


Thus it is more than probable that this charity will exiſt with 


all collateral conſiderations of utility, in reforming ſuch of 


LI S 3 
will be the ſureſt means of obtaining the favor of our fel- 
low-ſubjefts. This will ſubdue the force of every objec - 
graft an evil on the good, and convert the bleſſing into a 
curſe. 
I would not be underſtood to wiſh, that your a ſhould | 
be circumſcribed within narrow bounds; but that I apprehend 


| the profiigate, or relieving ſuch of the wretched, as do not 
appear to have any ſenſe of their gui#t, would in the ie 
greatly diminiſh the dignity of your charity. I fay this from 
of their own inſtitutions, and particularly to become carelels 
is ſo good, that I hope it will be as carefully guarded in fature 
times, as it is at preſent, that no object may find admittance 
who is not, to all appearance at leaſt, inclined to anſwer the 
true end of the charity. 

Upon the principle of real repentance, 1 am perluaded, 
much good may be done in a kettle time, I mean where there 
is rodically a goed diſpoſition. Great benefit may be pro- 
duced by habit, and length of trial, where the diſpoſition is 
not fo tractable, and fuch effects produced to the world, 
will ſet your charity, in ſuch inſtances, in the more exalted 
point of view ; but in general your ſucceſs will depend en 
the diſpoſition of the party, and not the ingth of time you 
keep them confined. Some who behave well for eue year, 
may grow impatient if kept two ; and ſcem to defeat the | 
end of your labors, by your enpecting that of them which 
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is not a neceſſary concomitant to piety, or not to ſuch a 
IG Cow —— wan, 
ted. Beſides, as the number is vaſt, if a tenth part of 
the offenders ſhould aſk relief, it will be a great ob- 
ject to ſuccor them. Accordingly as you diſcover the 


induſtry of thoſe who put themſelves under your protection, 


you will the more ſpeedily qualify them for both worlds, 
and reſtore them fo whole, in _mind and body, to their 
iriends and relations, as to merit their favor and proteion 
"pan all the principles of religion rnd humanity. Be 7s 
In this general view I am fo pierced with convictiom 
of the propriety of the inflitution, that although I do not 
expect that every man ſhould think as I do, I ſhall be fur- 
prized, if ſo many are not of the ſame opinion, tet eve: 
long we ſhall ſee ſuch a u/eful, and proper edifice, for this 
truly preat purpoſe, rile out of the ral of our fellow-ſub= 
jeQts, as will rejoice the hearts of all real chriſtians ; and 
tetevs the gangs of many > ſoul, trembling on the verge of 
rnd / — When the ſubject is duly examined, and rightly 
underſtood : when the practice of all chri/tian * 
enquired into z when the deplorable fate of many object, 
pitiable on every account, but moſt of all for their want 
of good parents, and early education, is canſidered : when 
all theſe concurrent motives are added to the peculiar ten- 


derneſs which characteriſes the beff minds, and falls in with 


ne herience of thoſe who know molt of the miſcries of 
mankind, it is hardly poſſible but that many will enite in 
B giving 
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and ſubdiviſions, 2s ſchools of fn induſtry, ablirafted | 


according to their abilities, and a religious and prudential 


3 ( w 3 
giving the objeft ability and fupport. I it is likewiſe 


bounty, will be in ſome reſpects in the fame happy fitus- | 
tion; without indulging any ſtrain of enthu/ia/ar, or pre» 
tending to any proþbetic ſpirit, I cannot but entertain ſuch — 


an opinion of the humanity of my fellow-ſubjedts, as to be- 


I you had money and room fufficient to make divs/aans 


from the piety of the deſign, it might be well; but the laws 
having already made proviſion in caſes of mere poverty, it 
is ſuppoſed no one can die with hunger. — If pariſh work- 


| houſes were well regulated, and properly attended, I mean, 
if they were put on a right footing, much wickedneſs, which 


In this view cownty-workhouſes will be of the higheſt utility, 
when a proper number of the poor is congregated ; proper 
diviſions of them made; all of them uſefully employed, 


ceconomy obſerved. The great object is to find men of 
r For this 
e 8 
houſes, whoſe parents 4d . or could nat emgloy them. 
hope, when the war is ended, this will be one of the fr 
objects of legiſſative cognizance, as well to fan and re- 
lieve the poor, as to enable individuals to ſuccor and relieve | 
Ld the 1 


101 
— — the pay ans crguloas? of every 
Lind ſhould be taught how to gain their bread, inftead of 
pron eee, eee 
duce of the ſweat of his brows. 


Thus might we alleviate, if not remove, many cauſes of 
complaint: preſerve many ves which are loſt ; and ſet 
many hands to work which are idle. Pe | 
As friends to the Megdalene charity you mean to pro- 
mote virtue in general ; but the immediate road to it is by 
| operate almoſt with a certain effect. As you place ont the 
women, who are under your care, for the moſt part in d- 
ſhould be reſtored to that purity and funplicity, as is beſt 
calculated to promote the freſent and future happineſs both 
of maſter and ſervant. 

In the mean while your equanimity, patience, and cir- 
camſpeftion muſt be tried. To lament the deceit of ſome, 
the ingratitude of others, and to ſhow no other reſentment 
than ſuch as virtue may entertain againſt vice, requires the 
dertaking. It was for want of ſuch a ff of thought, that 
ſo many ages paſſed without any attempt of this kind: the 
fame charity which iuduced you to make the trial, I hope, 
will now ſupport it ; and the fame mercy on which your in- 
ſtitution is founded, will ſtill lead you on to commiſerate 
and alleviate the fad effects of that iniquity, which it would 
de deluſion to imagine you could totally remove. | 
| B 2 Experience 


it de not really ſo declared by divine authority. 
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| beſt overcome by GOOD, in all parts of life. You have ſeen 
numbers humamzed, who ſeemed but a remove from ſavages; 
had no correſpondency with it before. It is natural to 
conclude, from the effects of this charity, that you make 
as judicious a choice of the objects you receive, as the na- 
ture of the caſe will admit. Among the numbers who are 
ſuppoſed to be worthy of your pity, and ſeek for your protec- 
tion, many are ſtruck with contrition ; others from learn- 
ing decency in external behavior, will become pure in heart. 
And I cannot help concluding, that many who will never ap- 
pear within your walls, will be influenced by this act of piety 
to be more ſerious, and to act more conſiſtently than they 
would otherwiſe have done. By being ſo much the of- 
tener told, that the /n in queſtion is productive of miſery 
in the /fe to come, they will be induced to examine whether 


| The cuſtoms of the world may glofs over external ap- 
outward ſplendor, or the miſery that attends it; but the fi 2 
and græatęſt of mankind, who fould know their duty beſt, 
muſt ſurely account as firic*ly, and will one day tremble as 
much, for the breach of the divine law, as the meaneft of 
mankind ; and the ſame for this, as for any other vice, which 
is forbidden by that latv. 
I conſider the undertaking with reſpect to its affinity with 
religious and moral obligations in general, as well as in the 
peculiar inſtance of the unhappy women whom you relieve ; 


and 


1 


1 
and I think a more ſerious occaſion can hardly offer itſelf 
to the mind, during the longeſt period of life. 


We are apt to compliment each other on a ſuppoſition 


of greater virtue than we poſſeſs; and hence it ariſes that 
keep ſinners at a diſtance, in proportion as they are poor, 
and abjef ; their fins x»torious to the world, or their of- 
fences infamous in themſelves ; forgetting that the greateſt 
employed to this end. In whatever proportion virtue pre- 
vails, it is not the leſs virtue for appearing in rags. If we 
are conſcious. of guilt, mercy becomes the more a iribute. 
In every caſe we are debtors to heaven, and particularly. 
when we are made inſtruments of mercy to thoſe who return 
to their obedience. Were we to mark this offence with 
the utmoſt rigor, ſo far from practiſimg charity, as the great 
bond of anion, the ſtate of ſociety would be a fate of war, 
and mercy might ceaſe to be conſidered as an attribute of 
It has been, though very inadvertently, I think, ad- 
vanced as a reaſon againſt your charity, that vice carries 
its own affliction along with it; and that we muff not 
counteract the order of Providence, particularly in this in- 
ſtance. Do not ſuch arguments prove ſo much, that they 
prove nothing? Do they not rather cut the other way ? 
We might ſay, that the GREATER commiſeration is due to 


this vice, when we ſee it carry its own affiittion along with it, 
seit is thus, the world is kept in awe, from the natural con- 


Jequences of evil ; and thus mercy opens the door to repentance. 
And would we fout it again when it is open? Whether 
the contrition which religion inſpires ; or the calamities 
| | hich 


[ 14 ] 
which they ſuffer, who give themſelves up to this offence, 
lead the wretched ts ſeek for ſhelter ; the ſhutting up fuch 
avenues to relief, againſt thoſe who cannot receive any, by 
other means, is fo extremely ſbockrng to humanity, that the 
heart bleeds at the reflefion ; as on the other hand it 
ſprings forth with joy at the benignily of your inſtitution. 
It is true, virtue has the beſt right to gem and venera- 
tian: and diſtreſs, created j iniquity, has not the fame kind 
of claim to ſuccor: nay more, wwe muſt neceſſarily leave the 
GUILTY to ſuffer the conſequences of guilt, in many caſes : 
but let us not prove too much. Men are men; they are 
fenfud creatures ; and fuch iniquity is as common, as the dif- 
treſſes occalionetl by it; whereas Innocence ſupports herſelf 
and triumphs under calamities. And ſuch is the fate of 
human hfe, that miſery in general finds employment for 
mate than half the affeftions of the heart of man. Even 
our natural propenſity to joy, finds its chief object in re- 
lieving of ſorrow. In the mean while every motive to re- 
ligion and humanity unites to keep our affections in conſtant 
exerciſe. Such is the analogy of trus ſelf-love and ſocial vir- 
greateſt part of the virtze we aſpire at. It is at once both 
the cauſe and the effec? - it is virtue and religion. And for 
the ſame reaſon, that charity is greater than faith or hope, 
it is the molt permanent r2c& on which the well-being of 
the nated, cure the fi:h, inflruft the ignorant, and render 
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all cheſe Shed w/oful. As it extends to a future fate, it 
is the conſummation of all virtues. Thoſe who are in. 
firuments in the hands of the Almighty, to recover the 
miſerable from the ways of death, may be faid to reach 
the higheſt ſteps which poor mortals can aſcend, in their 
pailage to the regions of bliſs immortal. 
Happy ! — thrice baypy were it for the world, if the 
opinion of being thus ſerviceable ts mankind were leſs no. 
tiona}, and reduced oftener into proiice. We might then 
ee the hope of heaven invigorate our purſuits, and give a 
brighter luftre to every action of life : and the frar of hell 
Rartle the moſt elaborate ragſaner, and confound the mos 
daring offender againſt God. In every view the theme is 
Sirius, and affords an ample field for the diſplay of the | 
pure and the nobleft rhetoric, 
With regard to your treatment of theſe objefts, as ſome 
kind of natedneſs of mind, like naledueſs of body, is for. 
bidden by the laws of decency, though it is right to probe 
the wounds of the foul, there is a meaſure, beyond which, 
they are rendered leſs curable. The mind demands relief ; 
it will not be kept always on the ſtretch; thoſe who 
imagine one cannot be too urgent to awaken a criminal, 
do not conſider what human nature is, nor that the tos 
frequent repetition of paſt offences, is apt to turn the brain, 
or render us indifferent to the admanition. Your medio- 
crity is a proof of your diſtinction; but remember that gri- 
vate inſtruction, from a judicieus miniſter of the goſpel, is 
full as neceſſary, in this caſe, as public ſermons. 


Ry 
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In the mean while, the very ſight of ſo many objects 


at the public worſhip of God, ſtrikes an alarm to the heart, 
and tells the ſpefater, in the moſt emphatic terms, . go 
* and fix no more,” leſt you die in your fins, as theſe 
women were in the mof imminent danger of ding. — 
In this view alſo the atifty of the deſign is obvious ; for 
ſcarce any perſon, of either ſex, or any denomination, 


however comparatively virtuous, can hear a judicious and 


| pathetic diſcourſe, upon the ſubject of the neceſſity of re- 
pentance in general, in the preſence of ſuch abjacis, without 
thinking ſo much the more ſeriouſly of ſuch neceſſity. 


It is a great pleaſure to hear that ſome of the women, 


cammendations to the world, and who, from the expreſſion 
of their impatience, did not ſeem to deſerve any, have not- 
withſtanding forſaken their former courſe of life; prove 
ing the force of religions impreſſions on the mind, at the 


very time it was ſuppoſed to be vitiated beyond recovery. — 


As to the ſuſpicion that theſe women will go into extremes, 
and from being impiaus to a proverb, become ſuperſtitious 
or enthufiaſtic, in the ſame degree, it proves nothing; you 
ſee, when they are properly treated, their native tenderneſs 
. as well as 
by fear and Blind zeal. 


In common life theſe are the means to promote that 


influence, which, by the expreſs appointment of nature, 


the fexes have on each other ; and as men are rendered | 
bas, to the higheſt degree of infamy, by bad women; © 
ſo 
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in faving many fouls from death May the great Father of 
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to the glory which will one day be revealed to us ; and 
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ſo by the force of love and fhame, and the power of ar- 
ample, they are rendered good, by good women. And if 
bad ones do fo much miſchief, what may not good ones do 
towards reforming the world ? It is true, this influence can 
hardly reach very far without the connexion of wedleck ; 
pends on this compact, eſpecially in the prevention of in- 


piety. And it is no lefs obvious, that many of the mi- 


ſeries under which we groan, as a community, in regard to 
immoral and diffolute living, are owing to the ales of 

I hope this defgn will be one means of checking the 
growth of Zbertiziſm : it has hitherto viſibly operated, in 
ſome degree, to this end ; and thoſe whoſe hearts are moſt 
prayers perhaps will find acceſs to heaven through this 
channel. And may it be your happineſs, to be infirumental 


that you may zjre mankind fuck clear und friking enidnc 


of the fruits of zeal founded in hnowledge, as ſhall prove 
an inftruQtive leſſon to a ful world ! Whatever ſchemes 


of utility we reduce to action; whatever humane or pious 
thought we purſue, let us be carneft in all good works. 
No inconveniency, no ſuffering on earth, can be compared 


upon this principle, no earthly object can be terrible in the 


eye of reaſor ; whilſt every thing that leads us on, in the 


— purſuit 


1 1 


mean while, faith in the prom;/es of Go will rivet our 
hearts to his love, and delight and exalt the mind with the 
rapturous conſideration of living for ever, in thoſe regions. 
any entrance! I am, with the moſt ſincere reſpect, 


% 


Your moſt humble, 


and maſt obedient ſervant, 
Dec. 1761. 


J. Hanway. 


purſuit of that glory, muſt wear  plegſng arg. In the 
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Some remarks on the ſubjefts of this books 


Addreſs to the ingenious reader. 


_—_— 
portance, and every token of a ſincere and difinter- 
ned affection for mankind, ought in all reaſon to be- 
ſpeak that candor which honeſt minds are ready to beſtow 3 
not upon the principle of ſcholaſtic criticiſm on books, but 
the more enlarged idea of benevolence and utility, 
You may conſider theſe thoughts as 2 tribute due to 
heaven, for the goed things which the author enjoys on 
earth, and particularly for the inclination to do goed, and 
for the kiſure which his ſituation affords. The chief end 
3 propoſed, is to throw @ mite into that vaſt treaſure which 
| is appropriated to the ſecurity of the ſoul ; an object about 
3 which we often talk familiarly, when we have no adequate 
idea of it. 25 85 
If the chriftian religion is not a mere tale invented to 
amuſe the credulous : if it is not repugnant to our ſecial 
affections, to ſhow a particular concern for thoſe who are 
in molt danger of perifbing ; then we may conclude that 
it is agreeable to every principle of right reaſon, to be 
ſilicitaus for the preſervation of thoſe, who, having been 
involved in any atrocious fin, and ſenſible of the offence, 
(lire to make their peace with God. I alſo conceive, 
8 that. 


{ 20 ] 
that he who points out to me a way, by which I can do 
an eſſential ſervice to another, does me an eſſential ſervice. 

Among other things, I mean to tell you by what con- 

vejance you may remit ſome of your riches to heaven, by 
charitable contributions toward the ſupport of the Aas- 
dalene charity; for the relief of thoſe, for whoſe imme- 
diate uſe it is intended. If a more intereſting object, con- 
fidered in all its various relations, ſhould perchance pre- 
ſent itſelf, you onght to conſider it in the ff place. 
Weigh all ſuch matters well ; and whenever you are 
doubtful, as to the meaſure of benevolence which humanity 
or religion require at your hands, reſolve, if you err, to do 
it on the rigit fide. 
propoſed this beneficent deſign, and Providence has be- 
friended it in the early countenance and protection it re- 
ceived from two noble Lords and three Baronets , diſtin- 
guiſhed by their humanity, their clear diſcernment, and 
juſt ſenſe of religion, with a long lift of many other per- 
ſons, moſt truly diſpoſed to chriſias charity : indeed the un- 
dertaking requires a very peculiar attention. 

If I might hope to do the profligate of the inferior 
claſſes ſome ſervice, I muſt confeſs, I have no leſs a view 
to offenders of a higher rank, who are under the influence 
of thole © dazling ſpells which cheat the ee with blear illu- 

© fons, 
* The Rt. Hon. Earl of Würd Prefident, the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Rug, Sir George Savile, Sir Mlexanibr Crant, Sir Samuel 
Flaczer, Bazonets, Vice-Prefidents of the Magdalene charity. 
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ine, and give it faiſe preſentments.” When theſe know 
the author does not wear a gown, nor is a ma, nor 
Wu 
may e e, | 
= | an cye on ſome of the gages 
Religion is intereſting equally to all, but all kinds of 
addreſſes do not find a paſſage to every heart. Thoſe 
who erer received any impreflions of it will be perſuaded 
to think, if we apply to them in a proper manner. There 
are more of all ranks, quick at comprehending what is right, 
than is generally imagined ; and many who had originally 
right notions of religion, require their hearts to be alarmed, 
more than their heads to be inſtructed: it is babit which 
makes us virtuous or vicious. _ 
I thought the nature of this undertaking ga1 
den peets. It is by ſuch means inflradtion may be maſt 
eaſily conveyed ; for there are many who moſt eaſily re- 
tain what they read in verſe, particularly the female 
„ 

fic, and it holds a gr bs an 
e eee e e 
and beautiſul repreſentations, exalt the ſoul, and brutal 
images of things debaſe it; the imagination, like other fa- 
culties of the mind, is good or according to i 
jekt. 3 
poſes, it carries with it a power beyond common language - 
whillt it delights, it animates with a wan, which, if 
on one fide it borders on enthuſiaſm, on the other is beſt 
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calculated to elevate the heart to that pitch, which renders 
it moſt fit to be offered to the Deity : and the moſt ex- 
| alted part of the trueſt public worſbip of God is very much | 
indebted to it. | 
Whether we conſider the piety and ſublimity of the 
fiyle ; the beauty of the images, or the prophetic ſpirit, who 
a 
x 


O Lord God of my ſalvation ! 
I have cried day and night before thee, 
« O let my prayer enter into thy preſence. — 
<« Lead me forth in thy truth, and teach me, 
« For thou art the God of my ſaluatian, 
« In thee hath been my hope all the day lang. — 
« Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender meraes, 
&« But according ts thy mercy think upon me. — 
e Mercy and TRUTH are met together. 
| «Righteouſneſs and peace have Mad each other. 
„ Truth ſhall fur ß out of the earth, 
« And Righteouſneſs hath looked down from heaven. 
« Them that are meek ſhall HE guide in judgment ; 
& And ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he teach his way.” 


What a glorious poem might be ſelected without the 
help of rhime / Were the parts of the Pſalzs not ge- 


nerally intelligible, or not directly applicable to our de- 


votion 
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would afford pleaſure to the firongef. head, the pureſt 
6 
canfiftent, which is more than can be Lad at preſent. 


OY Cn A VE WEEN 
force to excite attention. | 


. For whilft aur thaughts can and „ and 
r e 22 * 
« Each with bright flame that fires our ful is c 

© Each has magnificence of ſound, . 
& And harmony divine | 
<< And man may juſtly, tuneful firains admire, 
« His foul is muſic, and his breaft a hve ; 4 
60 Which whilſt its various nates ds all agree, 
« Enjoys the faveets of its own harmony.” 


| Even our puſs beat to muſe, when the animal part of 
our frame is not diſturbed by fcineſs, paſſion, or exceſs. 
So naturally are we pleaſed with whatever firikes us with 
the idea of beauty and order, that thoſe who are leaſt 
poſſeſſed of the powers of reaſoning, are ſenſible of the force 
of numbers ; witneſs the rude lines of many an untaught 


hind, even on that ſerious 
—̃— le 
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it is held treaſonable againſt the ſtate, to teach the tenets 
of the former, in the ſame public manner as the latter 
propagate theirs. I know that the Methodiffs, in the 
eſteem of many ſenſible perſons, are below notice: but 
I alſo know, that ſeveral ingenious men have thought pro- 
per to employ their pens, with a view to undeceive the 
jnn:cent and unwary ; and the miſchieſs which methodiffical 
doctrines may introduce, can never be a ſubject of in- 
There are ſome general rules which ſeem to be efſen- 
tial to RATIONALITY, as well as to CHRISTIANITY, 
namely. 
th That roafan, dul exerciſed limits its wn g, and con 
be the only judge of religious attians. 
2. That the ſeriptures are a ſufficient rule to dire? us in re- 
3- That the evidence, contained in the ſcriptures, is ſufficient 
4. That religion conſiſts chiefly in keeping the commandments, 
or obſerving the law delivered to us by the ſupreme Lord and 
ſovereign Legiſlater. 
5- That every man will finally recerve according to bis | 
WORKS. 
6 That the love of the world, as generally underſtood, is 
not confiſtent with the love of God : — though the love of God 
cannat exi/! without charity, which is the love of mau. 
7. That ubrightneſs is our greateſt ſecurity, and a virtuous 
bife ( (OREN eee 
fice we can make ta Gad. 
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8. That man, as a free agent, is not the leſs accountable 
for bis thoughts, words and act ions, becauſe he cannot poſſibly 
pretend to any merit from the beſt of them, be being ſinful in 
bis very make and conflitution, as well as an actual ſinner. 

9. That he ts not the leſs encouraged to be virtuous on that 
| account, ſeeing that it is equally certain, that he is @ free 


agent, and thet the merits of Civih wil conpenore for be | 


want of merit (ſuppoſing him virtuous, and ſpeaking of him 
as Being by nature ſinful) to the ſame glorious end, as if 
the Alm:ghty had gruen him a power to be meritorious, and 
to plead that merit; fince it would ftill be equally difficult to 
judge of the degree of that merit; and by no means conſiflent, 
with fuch ſenfulneſs, to challenge his MAKER on the principle 
of a TITLE to @ happy immortality. 

10. Conſequently, all conteſts an the ſubjeft of man's me- 
rit, ought to be reſolved into that of his religious humility, 
which conſiſts in a habit of mind, the very reverſe of that 
diſpaſition, which is under ſtosd by the words, vanity, pride, 
boofting of merit, and ſeif-applauſe 
11. That to boaſt of the merits of Chriff, as ahpefed to 
our otun demerit, and this to a degree of arrogance and pre- 
foul, is being PROUD of humility, or talking abſolute non- 
Joſe 

To go beyond this ſeems to be only diſtrafting our un- 
derſtandings with diflintions, which are not intelligible ; 
and creating a neolc#? of a virtuous life, as if it was ſup- 
poſed that the merits Cbriſt will be ſubſtituted in the 
Pn inſtead of ſuch merits ſupplying our 

DEFECTS, 


Cs 

DEFECTS, after we have exerted our utmoſt endevors to do 
reſolved to exclude reaſon, would deſtroy the efficacy of 
his own virtue : and by an irrational miſconſtruction of 
the duty of renouncing all pretenſions to merit in himſelf, 
COT TREE HY TO WENT GETS 
could not be an accountable Being. 

AGueitbutce crack Ids wie mittee Zqulid dun | 
and a diſpoſition to think and write, induced me thus far 
to examine the pretenſions of the Methodifs. You will 
judge if I have treated them properly: I am ſure I have 
not diſguiſed my opinion, and I love an honeft man, whe- 
ther he be a Methadift, or a Papiſt, a Few, or a Mahomme- 
dan, but I wiſh they were all true chriſtians ; and I would 
have no man pretend to be what he is not, or infult the 
world with vain pretenſions. 

I have adventured more boldly in another inftance. 
Addreſſes to heaven in form of meditations and prayers, re- 
quire ſomething more than a warm heart. I find the 
exerciſe of the pen, in this way, is ſo far advantageous to 
the writer, that as he can hardly commit his thoughts 
to paper without feeling his ſubject, neither can he, at any 
diſtant time, view with indifference, the picture of his own 
mind, whatever attitude he may place it in. With re- 
gard to his readers, he may hope, in a variety of circum- 
ſtances, to reach the hearts of ſome of them : and care is 
taken to make theſe meditations more brief, as well 
as more free and energic, than in moſt books of 

+; devotion. 


| tellefiual and material world. 


SS © 
devotion. They are Founded on the great principle of 
 gratituile for mercies paſt, and hope of mercies and haypi- 
neſt to come. That Gd is the tender parent of thankind, 
as well as the tremendons junge; and as redfon, and the 
teſtimony of our ſenſes, are our preſent guides, and this 
wotld is the ſcene of trial for the #ext, the ſame evi- 
dence will lead us to ſee and comprehend fo much as is ne- 
ceſſary to faith, and the things which belong to a furt 
ſtate z and to adore God in his government, both in the in- 


Let us turn our thoughts a thouſand different ways z 
whatever rational method we take to promote virtue, a 
fair view of 4fe, and a near proſpect of all the duties of 
a chriſlian, preſent themſelves to thoſe who ate in their 
the common ſenſe of mankind univerſally acquieſces in. 
Gentleneſs and muderation in all purſuits and enjoyments 
are eſſential: this, in the language of the poet, is 
taſting the honey, without wounding the flower. There is 
a certain mediacrity in all things, which conſtitutes the 
efſence of virtue ; for it is evident that our powers are 
limited, and that all extremes tend to weakneſs or di rachion 
in thought, in word, or in deed. | 

With reſpect to letter-writing, I am as ſenſible as you 
can be, that there is a grace and elegancy, an eaſy flow of 
polite epiſtles; but this is a gift which every one does not 
pollefs. When the ſubjeR is argumentative or admonitory, 


and 
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and the occaſion real, leſs is expeRted ; and as I ſhould 
judge for another, the deſects more pardonable, tr not 
being ſo much concerned as the moral ſenſe of good and eil. 
Upon the whole, there ſeems to be no ſufficient reaſon to 
ſuppreſs an inclination to do good in this way, on account 
of fuch conſrions imper fedtions. At the ſame time, I as little 
expect that a careleſs perſon, or a libertine, whilt he con- 
tinues ſuch, will read my thoughts with candor, attention, 
aud reliſh, as that a pious man, without any knowledge of 
algebra, ſhould peruſe Euclid's elements with pleaſure and 
amidſt a variety of deſigns, calculated for the promotion 
of the great cauſe of humanity, that a ſhare in one in- 
tended to reſtore the moſt abandoned to a ſenſe of virtue, 
falls to my lot, I will diſcharge my part with my beſt abi- 
lities. I am firmly perſuaded, that I ſhall, in ſome degree 
at leaft, promote the fear of God, and aſſiſt in 
many wretched Beings to health and comfort, and fo far 
do ſervice to my country, and conſequently to my own 

The improvement of the mind, as derived from time 
and obſervation, is of very little worth, unleſs it renders 
men more zealous, more compaſſionate to their fellow- 
creatures, and teaches them, in advanced life, to expreſs 
their tenderneſs for women, who are nearly one half of 
the ſpecies, in the way moſt confiſtent with the correction 
of their own affections. This muſt ever be the caſe, un- 
leſs in inſtances where the heart is ſo much depraved as to 


render 
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render all commerce with the world dangerous. — In the 
mean while, the obligation to piety is eternal and immutable, 
not confined to age or ſex, nor limited to rank or fortune. 
| Before 1 conclude, I muſt inform you, that when you 
meet with references to Vol. 1. you are to paſs them over 
as of no fignification. The firſt publication of this work 
was in two Volumes conjointly, but it being of a miſcel- 
laneous kind they are now divided. The deſign of the al- 
teration is to promote the ſervice of thoſe for whom theſe 
| Letters were principally intended, and render the purchaſe of 
the book more eaſy than it was before. I am, very truly, 


| Der. 1761. 
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MARY MAG DALA NE. 


LETTER I. 
To A. B. 


$S1R, 


Received your very leatned and* obliging letter, in 
that Ay Magdalane was not a harbt. I muſt con- 
fels, I was once of the common opinion, that this lady had 
been guilty of incontinency, but I was foon after cor- 
refted. She was certainly a lady of high rank and con- 
dition, and diſtinguiſhed for her fortune as well as nobility, 
her education may therefore be ſuppoſed ſuperior to that 
of any of the women who were the followers of our S 
vieur ; and though the might not exceed them in prety, 
her contrition for the errors of her life, and her gratitude 


her 


* The letter, n was Re 
for J. Nees. 


her liberality in adminiftring » the wants of others, are 

clearly handed down to poſterity, with the higheſt marks 
of applauſe. "Thus it is eaſy to reconcile her being conſi- 
dered, by the Romaniſts, as the patroneſs of penitents, as ſhe 
is by us, an eminent example of piety. In after-ages the 
guiſhed penitence, and the common fins and infirmities of 
her life might be blended with the imputation of incon- 
tinency ; notwithſtanding there are many formers, in the 
female world, who are not hurlats, nor guilty of adultery 
or fornication. And indeed, why this lady ſhould be up- 

poſed to have violated the divine law in this inſtance, be- 
cauſe there were others of the ſame name of Mary, or 
becauſe ſever devils had been caſt out of her, is not to 
be reconciled upon any other principle than our inatten- 
tion to time and place, and our ignorance of the nature 
of the diſcaſe: for it is reaſonable to preſume, that the 
diſeaſe ĩtſelf was an impediment ; and moreover, if it can- 
not be clearly traced out that ſhe was a hariat, we ought 
to conclude ſhe was zot ane. As to the vulgar notion, 
that a female finner implys a proflitute, it proves nothing. 
Zut apprehend, Sir, you need not be alarmed on ac- 
count of naming the houſe of penitents, the Adogdalane 
hanſe - you ſee that it affords occaſion for vindicating the 
reputation of the lady, ſuppoſing her to have been inno- 


ſtead of confirming it. And whether ſhe was a finner in 
this way, iii ſhe ſtands ſo much the more 


[3] 


not as a hariat. St. Luke having been a phyſician, as well 


as an evangeliſt, the hoſpital for lunatict, in this city, is 


dedicated to him; but poſterity will not therefore imagine 
that St. Luke was not in his right mind. But if the penitent 


neous opinion concerning Mary Magdalane, happily imi- 
tate the gratitude and contrition for which this excellent 
lady is renowned, if ſhe was to reviſit this bad world, 
ſhe would be pleaſed, rather than offended, and, with the 


true ſpirit of holineſs, ſmile with joy, at the miſtake. 
But you fay, we had better not dedicate this houſe to any 


ſaint : be pleaſed to take notice, that we have not cano- 
nized Mary AMagdalane. — It is only plain Magdalane 
IN. 
is too harſh; though I find in myſelf no kind of inclina- 
tion to inſult the meaneſt creature upon earth, eſpecially ially 
COTS JT. CCI that I think a pub- 


alated to promote fo important an end 


a5 the repentance of fich fimers, the firſt fiep neceſlry 

to give the offender a right ſenſe of her condition. This 
cannot be fo eaſily done by calling guilt by a ſoft name, as 
by a true one: beſides, the term proftitute is the politeſt, 
for the idea we mean to convey ; and ſhe who is really pe- 
nitent will not be the leſs ſo for being mentioned as ſuch, not 
with any aggravation, but ſimply as a proper name: and 
granting, that ſeveral who take refuge in the houſe, have 
admit of the diſtinction. Indeed ſeveral of the young 


proſtitutes in Preſcet-ftreet ſhould, on account of any erro- | 
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challenge more attention than the world is aware of; 
yet I hear of no complaints about the word praſtitute. 
Let us rather think of the ſub/fance, than of the names 
| of things. I can with great pleaſure aſſure you, that 
this charity, though it was long conſidered as a romantic 
ſcheme, is already productive of great good ; and many a 
| Poor girl is now qualified as a good citizen and ſubjeft, 
who would have been the cauſe of great miſchief to ſo- 
ciety ; and from ſeeing nothing before her own eyes but 
guilt and perdition, is now happy in innacence, and the 
hopes of heaven. ; 
. It is eaſy to conceive, that even a few months retreat 
may be a means of reconciling many parents and friends 
to offenders, as well as teaching them the way to hea- 
ven. And when no other ſuccor on earth can be expeft- 
ed, that which is afforded by the promoters of the Mag- 
as glorious to be imitated, as the character of the lady 
for which you are fo piouſly jealous. I am, with great 


0a. 10. 1758, Your maſt humble Servant. 
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th ata of ah nan, ik rd ys fr the 
| reception of P Proflizutes. 


LETTER IL 


To the Right Hm. 


Grant your Lordi: obſervation to be very j 

gives birth to a Theme for the public good : happy nation 
where men of ſuck diſpoſitions are found ! When theſe 
ſchemes carry with them any probable proofs of their be- 
ing really for the public geod, it would be 2 national re- 
proach not to countenance them. But we muſt not be 
ſyrprized that many propoſals made to the public, are ſo 
„ m | 
on them. 
"Wink ® ant he end of Oe lair (hain. mar 
the undertaking ſo new as your Lordſhip ſeems to imagine. 
ſeveral enquiries, and I find the fame thing has been adopt- 
el by almoſt every chriſtian country in the world. It 
has been thought of very often, and very ſeriauſh by 
many of our fellow-ſubjects ; but we are now more 
particularly indebted to Mr. R. Dingley ; this gentle- 
man mentioned it to me eight years ago, as an ob- 
ject 
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ject he had much at heart, and waited an opportunity to 
carry it into execution, „ pac 
proof of zeal on this intereſting occaſion. - 0 
Obſerving how ſucceſsful the Marine Society had been 
in providing for ſo many vagabnd boys throughout the 
three kingdoms, it was natural for any man to turn 
his thoughts to girk of the fame flamp; but this did 
not appear to me equally practicable. I once con- 
ſulted our friend the biſbop of Morcgſter, always bene- 
| volent and active in promoting the public welfare, but 
his lordſhip ſtarted many difficulties. We have now 
ſeen what zeal and attention can do, by the diſtreſſed 
young girls provided for at the ah : this, I conceive 
to be an excellent model for a well-regulated houſe, for the 
female poor, * . 
Happy thoſe who can ſay, were it only in a ſingle inftance, 
I have ſaved a fam from penury, infamy, and per dim, 
by a well-timed private charity ; ” that is the moſt eſſential 
trial of this kind of virtue; and thoſe only who have ex- 
re 
lifing up thoſe who are fallen, and ſuch as are defirous 
to help themſelves in an honeſt way of living; or prevent-' 
ing thoſe from ſinking into the depths of miſery, | on 
whom the hand of afliction has been heavy. MT 
As to a public place, where all young beggars, 2s well 2s 
thoſe advanced in life, might be received and employed, 
1 know but of one- it is the London workbouſe. If the 
diretors of it would enlarge their bottom, extend their 
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ideas, and folicit an effefual ſupport; it might anfwer 
all the purpoſes which the moſt humane can expect, or 
the moſt pious wiſh for and defire. 
With reſpect to thoſe who have already gone aſtray, 
(and many thouſands will go in ſpite of all our attempts 
to the contrary) we may fay of the Magdalane Charity, 
that faith and good works have walked hand in hand, 
with regard to both worlds. This object muſt, from the 
very nature of things, be of great benefit to ſociety, if 
firms this belief. 

It is true, my Lord, that all nations have ſomething 
peculiar to themſelves : their genius, their laws, their 
religion, create a great difference in their manners and 
ce; and hence it is obvious, that an eftabliſhment 
which is very conſiſtent in one country, may be abſurd 
in another. But human nature is the fame ; the propen- 
fore it is no wonder that there ſhould be ſome points in 
which all nations agree. With regard to the duties of 
humanity, we ſee that the moſt barbarous people, whoſe 
notions of the deity are dark and perplexed, ftill think it 
appear reaſons for deffroying any of them, and theſe rea- 
ſons are generally founded in the firſt law of nature, 
ſelf-preferuatics. In all free and civilized Hates, the fuft 
principle is, ſave your neighter, if ho bas nat far fitad his ifs 
to the laws, and you ſave yourſelf. But if we go further, 
we may ſay, if we ſuffer thoſe to periſh, whom it is in our 


C Pauer 
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porter 10 preſerve, it is next in order to the actual de- 
firozing of them - and it is beyond all doubt that many 
thouſands, in the courſe of time, have periſhed, in conſe- 
quence of the opinion, that it is :mpoſſible to reclaim a fe- 
male proſtitute ; not conſidering that the degrees of fin in 
this article are almoſt as numerous as the fert: and 
though they are all criminal, they are very far from being 
all irreclaimable. Mankind in general are guilty of many 
other offences againſt God, and the laws of their coun- 
try, which ſeem as difficult to cure, as this of female 
proſtitutes : and what ſhould we fay if it were proved, 
that to one female, there are a dozen male proftitutes, who 
neter think at all of accounting for fuch ſors. 
The chriſtian world is diſtinguiſhed by the moſt exten- 
ſive benevolence, at the ſame time that the religion of Chrift 
enjoins à ſtricter purity, than is known under any other 
which flands upon ſuch honorable record, leads us to 
the trueſt knowledge of the obligations to charity. The 
traveller was fallen among thieves : he was not queſtioned 
if his own indiſcretion was the cauſe of it; he was griev- 
ouſly wounded, and in danger of periſbing, therefore this 
gaad man, though a ſtranger, thought it his duty to re- 
lieve him. No difference in manners, faith, or country ; 
no opinions in politics, influenced his conduct, it was 
enough that the traveller was a man, and in diffrefs. 
- But, my Lord, when we conſider what the practice of 
other chriftians is, in behalf of ſuch proffitetes as are in- 
clined to repent of their fins, though we think ourſelves 
much 
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behind ſeveral of them. Motives of policy, as well as a ſenſe 
of moral and religious obligation, have erected many inſtitu- 
the greateſt, and nobleſt minded perſons of both ſexes, in 
hal, France, Spain, the United Provinces, and feveral 


other countries. 


In Hollend they have fuch an eſtabliſhment, differing 
from the others, for it is not of the monaſtic kind, but 
there are ſome circumſtances relating to the conduct of 
it, which by no means recommend it as a model to us. 
In Amflerdam, Ratterdam, and other cities, there are 
many houſes of labor the Dutch know well how to em- 
ploy the profligate as well as the poor. One of theſe 
houſes, is called the Spinhuys. Here the women work, 
and are cloſely watched. In a year or two, their faces, 
by the natural change of inhabitants in that country, are 
| frequently forgotten as profitutes ; and when they have 

2 mind to go out, if they have obtained a character for 
ſobriety and induſtry, it is efteemed a recommendation. 
Once a year, at their annual fair, they walk in a kind of 
gallery, and appear as ſervants do at a fiatute-fair, in 
_ the different counties of England. Sailors juſt landed, 
and who have neither time nor inclination for very 
r N 4 0. ©» HW 
lautes, hve how confined — and 
| a - th 
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there are many inſtances of men, who have gloried 
in thus ſaving the unfortunate. In this houſe people 
are permitted to fee the women for money, but it is un- 
der the eye of the maſter and overſeer of the houſe. 
with us, in this metropolis, the changing names, and 
places of abode, renders it almoſt impoſſible, and many 
| 2 poor girl dies in an hoſpital, or a priſon, at the very in- 
ſtant that her friends are in ſearch of her, and wil- 
ling to take her to their home. 

This inflitution in -A brd has ended ever fer 
1596, when the houſe was built by the Regency. Many 
who were beggars, or lived in ſletus, were then put in here, 
and maintained at the expence of the city. The ſenſe of 
the inſcription over the door is, Do not fear : I revenge 
' myſelf not of the EVIL, but I compel them to do good, As 
hand is ſevere, but my heart is friendly. 

There is allo the Verbeetering huys or Reformatory : in 
this building are ſhut up different binds of people, in dif- 
ferept apartments; ſome to be puniſhed corporally for 
their offences; ſome only fimply ſet to work for their d- 
baucheries. In all theſe places the Bible is read to them = 
| Hhilſt they are at work; they alſo ſig palms and ſpiri- 
tual ſongs, and other means are uſed to eſtrange them from 
vice, and encourage them in virtue. Here are other 
private apartments, where young women, and young 
men alſo, who are viciouſly inclined, are occafionally 


mut up, ſeparately, at the requeſt of their parents, till 
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ſuch time as they ſhew tokens of repentance. I men- 
tion theſe particulars, not ſo much as a means proper for 
us in this free country, to chaſtiſe the turbulent and vicious, 
as a practice adopted by a people, famed for goed diſcipline, 
and once renowned in arms. 

There is an order of penitents at Marſeilles, eſtabliſhed 
ſo long fince as the year 1272, with a view to engage 


women, who had proſtituted their perſons, to return to 


virtue. In 1452 there was a ſaundation of the ſame kind 
erected at Metz. At Naples there was an order efta- 
bliſhed in 1314 (or as ſome writers mention, in 1324) 
for harlots, under the name of Magdelanes. — About the 
ffteenth century, there was another eftaliſhment of the 
ſame kind, commenced at Paris, for thoſe unhappy wo- 


fred to devote themſelves to heaven, and atone for their 
nen Ameny eben 1 fad dis be cram 


ſtance, that none were to be received after thirty-ffue years 
of age. This order was branched out, and we ſee, ſoon 
after, there were Magdalanes, and Magdelanettes, at Ronen 


and Bourdeaux, being convents to receive theſe kind of 


— Gnners, and four nuns, of one of the firſt orders at Paris, 


were employed to regulate the conduct of theſe peni- 


relieved from time to time. In theſe places it was pro- 


hibited, under pain of excommunication, to receive any 


| inſtitutions in France of the fame kind. 


— An- 
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Another order was founded at Seville, in 1550, for 
ſuch women as had followed a licentious life, and, be- 
ing touched with remorſe, were become penitents. In 
New Spain they have a diſcipline of the ſame narure. 
The biſhop of the dioceſe makes his circuit annually : 
if he finds any woman of public ill-fame, he baniſhes 
her to ſome diſtance, in hopes of reclaiming her. If ſhe 
perſiſts, the next year he ſends her to ſome place more 
remote. If the ſtill purſues her evil courſe of life, the 
third year ſhe is ſhut up in a penitential houſe ; where, 
according to the nature of her offences, if ſhe will ant, 
ſhe muſt wort. She is here confined for a year or longer 
time, unleſs ſhe finds a huſband, which theſe kind of 
God, hoping to make atonement by ſuch marriages. 
In Rene, a convent of this ſort was eſtabliſhed ſo long 
fince as 626, dedicated to Mary Magdalane, who is con- 
ſidered as the patroneſs of penitents. Pope Leo X. after- 
wards confirmed the fame. Clement VIII. ordered, that 
all the effects of public or private harlots, who died in- 
teſtate, ſhould devolve to this monaſtery ; or, if they 
made 2 ill, it ſhould be null, unleſs they bequeathed a 
fifth part of their goods, to this inſtitution. — — There 
oder. ee ae, - As de b In 
ſome of theſe retreats there are of three diſtinE ions; one 
of $. Moqins, who make vows} ne of $6. Her 

who 


[13] 
who are not admitted to make wars ; and ene of St. La- 
-aarzs, who are detained by force. 


en of clofiins des drag 
been in popyb countries. Thank heaven we know, that 
the parade of papal vanity is the produce of ignorance and 
wiſe and benignant author of nature has implanted in 
the human breaſt, is common to all. Nor does this 
n, for ſo we may juſtly call compaſſion, predomi- 
chaſtiſed, or in whom the deceptions of fancy are beſt un- 
derſtood: on the contrary, we find that the moſt vicious, 
or thoſe whoſe paſſions, in general, are the aft tamed, have 
alfo the lag ſenſe of the miſeries their vices create. This is 
clearly evinced by the conduct of too many men, with re- 
gard to women, in the inſtance of illegal commerce. I find 
that LADIES of virtue, fortune and diſtincꝛian have had the 
greateſt ſhare in theſe eftabliſhments abroad; whereas, with 
xs, there ſeems to be one common ſpirit of benignity in bath ſexes, 
It is one of the abſurd tenets of the Nymiſb church, to 
engage people to make vows, and to ſhut them entirely 
from the world, whether their hearts ſubſcribe to ſuch 
ſecluſion or not; but this is not the caſe in all inſtances, 
even with that church, as appears from what I have men- 
tioned above; and it cannot be the leſs agreeable to the 
wiſeft policy, to afford unhappy women a temporary voluntary | 
retreat, where piety may be ſupported by labor, and where 
C4 bath 
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beth worlds. With us no incenſe will be offered, but the pare 
flames of devotion ; nor will any vous be required : it may 
be hoped, indeed, the women will be inſpired with a 
refalution to die, rather tham abandon virtue, to which 
the principles of the chriſlian religion, who knew no- 
thing of them before, and conſequently when they re- 
turn into the world, they will have additional motives to | 
— nn 
=o & kay + dam laces, Kd of Bhniod: 
they may learn how to provide for their lives; and when 
F 
pineſt beyond the grave. 

It el 
has been, in regard to the mant of repentance alford- 
ed for this kind of violation of the chriffian law. Nor 
muſt we ſuppoſe theſe nations do not know what they are. 
to repent, and thoſe that are not inclined, they lay under 
reſtrictiams, that as little miſchief as poſſible may be done 
by them. Upon this principle, in ſome of thoſe very 
countries wheye ſuch indulgence is ſhewn, they have eſta- 
bliſhed a police in relation to barits. It has been a re- 
ceived notion amongſt us, that in Rome, and ſeveral other 
places, theſe women are licenſed, or tolerated ; and it is 
true, they are under regulations, as a part of the police but not 
in the name as is generally apprehended. | | 


When 
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When a woman is detected, or known to live in this 
ate of licentiouſneſs, ſhe is ſummoned before a magi- 
Arate, who declares the reaſon of it in theſe terms : Tau 
are impeached of being guilty of proffitution, and of making 
a trade, of it. If you are indlined to repent, you may be re- 
ceived into the houſe of pexitents, * where you will be properly 
| employed, and taken good care of. If you will not accept of 
this offer, and are detefied again, you muſt enter your name 
at the public regiſter, as . proſtitute, and be ſujet to the 
„„ = SEES EI SCE S: 
verely chafliſed. 
i. Ton ll nt pr nw) mv, expe 7 
tam diſtri? r. | 
2dly. To fhall not refuſe any man who may aft you, exe, 
cept on fande or holidays ; it muſt not be before ſuch an 
beur, nor after fuch an hour f. 
3dly. If you true an the ground floor, you are to take but 
ne filling ; on the „e ae hillng and Ibs; and 
en the ſecmd you may take two ſhillings |. 
Achly. You are to receive but ine man at a time to your 
| partment, under ſevere penalties, which will be exatted of 
you, upon mformation. 
__ _ «thly. -— ard. cot 
hoſpital or pariſh. 
* Gthly. Yau have no right to appeal to juftice for any inſult, 
or debt, act of cruelty excepted. 


7thly. 


®* Le Convertite. + Places mentioned. t Hours 
mentioned. About this value: the /a/iaz houſes differ 
from ours, as to the eſtimation of different floors. 


[16] 
thly. Your oath 
893 K 


S8hly. You are 
— 


Ithly. Yau are ts be fubjet? to 
P e future ns Bud ve 
„ 
Laſtly, You are not entitled ts chriſtian burial. a 


| Some of theſe would be thought 
| ape even far 
2222222 
n 
22 n 
— rei 
3 beloved fifter departed in fure and certain 
Ru — may perchance be con- 
as mMuciery. f 

1 do not venture to tell ye 
your Lordſoip, that nalen, 
18 theſe rules; r | 
nach tt mma rn ew dis cds 
er par of the great ae in Jah, and the Yeetio 
man ſenſe of chriſtianity, have placed common N 
a n proftitutes. I 
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The inefficacy of laws to prevent anlawful commerce. 
LETTER m. 
To the ſame. 


An very ſenſible, my Lord, that ſome of the cuſtoms of 
rity and ſimplicity of our plan. As to their ſhowing the 
women in the Spinhuys in Amſterdam, either for money or 
without, it is a circumſtance inconſiſtent with the nature 
of ſuch an inſtitution as ours, in London. And as for uſing 
corporal puniſhments for thoſe who are turbulent, it is as 

contrary to a voluntary confinement, as compulſive mea- 
Though the countenancing of fornication may be 
eſteemed a political evil in Holland, and the Dutch may 


give liberties to their Spee huiſen or muſic houſes, as fo — 


many rendezvouſes of harlots, we exceed them in the ap- 
pearance of common women iti the open ſtreets: and 
they are ſtricter in reſpect to married men, for theſe are ſub- 
ject to be ſeverely fined by the Lieutenant of the police, if 
taken in ſuch offences. The Hollanders ſeem to be much 
more phlegmatic than we are: if it is true, that they are 
much greater ſenſual;/ts in this reſpeR, the queſtion may be 
aſked, Is not this occaſioned by the indulgence of their 
muſic houſes ? Whether it ariſes from this cauſe, or from 
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there being ſo many ſeafaring men; or from the common 
people being leſs ſuſceptible of fear or hope of any thing 
that 'may happen hereafter, I know not. This, how- 
ever, I muſt remark, that although the Spaniards were 
once their maſters, they have forgotten a Spaniſh proverb ; 
La muger compuefta, a fu marido, quita de puerta agena.” 
« A clean well-drefſed wife draws her hufband from an- 
« other woman's door.” Harlots in all countries under- 
ſtand the ſecret of an elegant appearance. Though inno- 
promote incontinency among a certain c!aſs, almoſt as much as 
the co9# and the vintner 3 and perhaps the careleſſneſs of 
the Dutch wives, in regard to their perſons, may be one 
cauſe of this kind of profligacy. Be this as it may, I could 
KK W earn 
tere to give countenance to whoredom. 

Alultery and fernicntiam are ſubject to penarces in the 
Rami church ; but the diſtinction ſhe makes of venial 
ces among the papiſts, than with us: for theſe very penan- 
ces, which are to atone for ſins, are, I believe, one cauſe 
of the frequent repetition of them: and I would ven- 
ture a round ſum upon Portugal againſt Holland, that the 
former goes fartheſt in the vice in queſtion. The reaſon is 
plain: the firſt finds a ſalve for the foul; the laſt only 
connives at the gratification of the appetite, and leaves 
the party to make up his account with heaven. How 
men can reconcile the making a law to permit, under any 
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ſnodifications, that which cop has made a law to für- 
bid, is what I have no conception of. All ſpeculations 
with regard to lego! permiſſions of this kind, ſeem to be 
2 kind of jen & oſprit, which is ſometimes played off, in 


oppoſition to thoſe ſanguine pietifis, who in the exube- 


rancy of their zeal, flatter themſelves into a belief, that 
_ the reign of the ſaints will be reſtored; and the fin of 
fornication become as rare, and eſteemed as criminal as 

I has been often faid, that we ought to confine pro- 
ffitutes to particular ſtreets in London and imer: 
this might ſtill imply a legal permiſſion, and be conſtrued 
as countenancing of harlots in ſuch ftreets. To attempt 


to hunt them out of the land, would be extravagant; 


but to drive them out of the moſt public ſtreets may be 
eſteemed as a neceſſary part of police. We fee they are 


often hunted out, for a night or two, and then they take 


their Sands, and their walks as uſual. 


With reſpect to the countenance of the muſic houſes 


have we, which though ſubject to be viſited, and all evil 
practices chaſtiſed, yet in fact furniſh as great a choice as the 


| other hand, it has been well remarked, that . it requires. 


ſome advance in wickedneſs, for a young man to go public 
toplaces where many eyes are upon him ; whereas the moſt 
modeſt and beſt diſpoſed youth may, in an unguarded mo- 
ment, when fluſhed with liquor, or heated by converſation 
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or intempetance, be induced to facrifice his imm 
health, and peace of mind, to the gratification of appetite 
where his bluſhes are ſpared, and he thinks himſelf un- 
ſeen and ſecure from detection. 
Which ever way we turn, we are furrounded with 
difficulties : and what ſhall we ſay, my Lord, to the con- 
duct of our magiſtrates, or the efficacy of our laws to 
accompliſh a reformation? it is but too obvious from 
experience, that all nations want ſell to make, or vir- 
tue to execute any law, to anſwer the purpoſe eſſectu- 
ally: and it is much eaſier to talt of fuch laws than to 
To remove the evil depends on individuals ; and true re- 
kgion, and true politics will ever be in a tottering condi- 
tion, unleſs the virtue of private perſons comes in aid 
of their ſupport. That virtue, fo far as its influence ex- 
_ , tends, is demonſtrated in the preſent deſign of the Mag- 
dalane Charity; and, I hope, divine Providence will be- 
friend it. The plan is fo agreeable to the humanity of 
this nation in general, and the execution is attended with 
with ſo many intere/ting events, it muſt ſtrike the hearts 
of all kinds of people. I can aſſure your Lordfbip, that 
there is the ſtrongeſt marks of real contrition in many of 
theſe women; and as high proofs of anfergned joy, on 
reſtored to them, as new creatures; not by any wonder- 
working power, but as a moral effect, ariſing from 
a habit of induſtry. Many are alſo placed out into good 

ſervices, 
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prepoſſeſſons of mankind, till we can lead them gently | 


who contribute to it, and ftill more of thoſe who conduct 


_ forſake their evil courſe of life. 
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$ it is one efſential part of wife to bear with 
folly, fo it is a duty to accomodate ourſelves to the 


into the paths of truth: nor ſhould we be at all fur- 
prized that a deſign of this nature has been ſo many years 
in agitation. Conſidering the perverſeneſs of the women, 
who generally take up the infamous trade of a harkt, and 
make choice of this dreadful occupation, we muſt not 
wonder at the opinion which often prevails, with regard 
to their impenitence. But the truth is, theſe women dif- 
ter from each other in temper and diſpoſition, as much as 
any rank of mankind can do: and it is well known that all 


of the ſame trade are ſeldom of the ſame mind. The pro- 


poſal to eſtabliſ a houſe for penitents is very ſimple ; 
the executian depends on the prety, and good ſenſe of thoſe 


it. I am perſuaded your bumanity will plead for it, upon 
theſe conditions. 


1. To induce women who have lived as proflitates to 


3 2. 
* The reaſon of this page 282 is, that the wo volumes were 
printed fo far with deſign to be in ane, but many LETTERS, Cc. 
being added to the firſt deſign, the work was made into me 
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2. To open a retreat for them where they may paſs 
their time in comfort and ſafety, under no other confine- 
ment than ſuch as ſhall be neceſſary for their own pre- 
ſented to, without any ſuch legal power, as experience 
has taught to be no ways adequate to the evil. 


3. To employ them in the moſt uſeful manner, both 


for themſelves and the community. 


give them ſuch habits as may recommend them to the 
feber part of mankind. 

5. To treat them with ſuch regard as ſhall convince 
them that nothing more is meant than their own happineſs, 
tempt the evil-minded to abuſe the charity, or diſqualify 


eee ee eee 


6. To diſmiſs them whenever it hall appear for their 
ſervice, but to recommend to them to ſtay till they have 


acquired ſuch habits as promiſe fair to ſecure them from 
the bad effekte of idleneſs, and till they are qualified io 


get their bread in the fear of God. 


3 To give them ſuch a ſhare of the produce of their 


induſtry, as may give them an entrance into the world 
with decency and reputation. 

8. To conduct this charity in ſueh a manner, that it 
ſhall be conſidered as a favor to be accepted : and con- 
and 


4. To eſtabliſh ſuch regulations and ceconomy as ſhall 
at once ſeclude them for any evil communication, and 
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and yet defreable only by the moſt wretched of man- 

Experience teaches us that all this is practicable, 
and ſurely no charity can have more piety, or more dig- 
nity. I dare hope it will be well looked after. ** And 
<« if the price of a good woman is beyond gold: if 
the fincereſt joys of life flow from the conduct of uirtu- 
of the ſex, were it poſſible to drop the conſideration of 
® future ſtate, the converting bad women into gaad ones. 
would be a work worthy the higheft applauſe of men, as 
the converſion of ſinners is 4 ſubject of joy to ang¹ Even 
| the coniciouin<(s of ſuch 2 d intention will aſluredly ad- 
vance their happineſs who attempt it. This is a ſhort 
detail of what is meant, an what no man who has a 
heart like yours can object to. I am Years, Kc. 


Dec. 1758. 
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The general flate of human life a motive te befriend che 


LETTER V. 
| To the ſame. 


Have always found it dangerous to refine: we mult 
. ſeek for motives in every man's heart, which he only 
can fathom who made it: but in theſe caſes there are 
many reaſons which lie level to common obſervation 3 
zeal and piety, I fee nothing in it but what ſober fanſe 
| and humanity abſolutely demand of us. 

It is conſeſſed that hope and fear are the great incen- 
tives to all human actions: and ſuch as reſpect the hope 
of heaven and the fear of hell ought in all reaſon to be, 
not only the moſt free of all worldly vanity, but alſo to 
offers of doing a moſt eſſential good to mankind. What 
ſhall I do to be faved? — How ſhall I moſt effectually 
the queſtion of a hermit, contented to be paſſevely vir 
tuous, but of one whoſe ſpirit engaged him in the active 
ſcenes of life : of one who had the happineſs to behold 
the higheſt proof of the moſt fincere obedience to him 

as 
I 
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as his Sovereign, his Lawgiver, and his Saviour. The 
wi man, and the buſy fool; between him who employs 

OR Sy ee, eee 
| fqranders them away on trifles. 

C. ho 
found in the paths of the virtuous, nor yet in thoſe of the 
molt underſtanding part of mankind, but he who is rich 
in good works, and full of the hope of immortality, ought 
to eſteem himſelf happy and whilſt we make a true eſi:- 
mate of life, we ſhall clearly diſcover, that virtue and un- 
derſtanding, which in a religious ſenſe mean the ſame 
ee Wn: ty FE EINE OED is 
BRA 
ethers, that our days are but as ſhadows that depart, 
« or as a dream when one awaketh :”” We believe that the 
foul is immortal, yet we deat on this world as if there 
was nc other : we are convinced that there is a flate of 
happineſs, and of miſery after death; but how ſeldom do 
we act up to the power of ſuch belief? This would be the 
greateſt of all wonders, if we were not equally ſenſible of 
the fraillies of human nature, and the deluſions men often 
fall into. Reaſon and the laws of our own minds, as 
well as faith in the attributes of the inviſible God, com- 


pel us to acquit him with regard to the duties he requires 
of us: and weak and indigent as we are, when we con- 
template the wonderful frame of our bodies, and the more 


amazing 


2 
emazing properties of the ſoul, we cannot avoid enter- 
ſenſibility of infirmities puts us on our guard: abſorbs 
the pride to which our depravity ſo much inclines us, and 
bumbles the foul : from hence it is that we confeſs our 
dependance, and in the deepeſt humuliation proſtrate our- 
3 Afelves, and adire the hand that made us! N 
Thus in ſpite of our inperfecriuns, or the conſciouſneſs 
| | of our infirmities, we march an, and aſpire at a much 
higher glory than earthly ſplendor, or the applauſe of men. 
Though ſo many of us fweat under a load of evils, yet 
we are ſtill ſupported : a rational confidence in a future 
Nate of happineſs, makes us truly ale of the world. 
And though reaſon and ſenſe teach us to value life, wiſ- 
dom inſtrucis us to conſent to die; and to a mind thus 
fortified, a repugnance to the will of heaven is worſe than 
The true philoſopher, as well as the true ſoldier, will 
ever ſubmit to diſcipline and follow his leader. He knows 
it to be at once his DUTY and his HONOR to obey. He 
feels the force of truth : he exults in the reflection that 
he is acting right; and whether he triumphs or is led in 
chains, he looks forward to the world unknown, ftill g 
perſuaded, that he ſhall one day be happy. 
Such e the Heights to which the never Sun of 
| the ſoul conducts us. But, alas, my friend, we ought 
to conſider that he who' has been moſt expoſed to dan- 
ger, ſhould moſt rejoice when the campaign of life is 
„ | 1 ended ; 
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ended: and when nothing more remains than to look up 
prong e i r 
im the belt ng of bis na in thſ reins, ot 
the verge of which he fand. 

Nl the wine ads aeties 6- 
fider how eaſily men give way to the ſolicitations of their 


ſenſes: pleaſure with deluſfue ſmiles tempts us to deſert 


| our poſt. Paſſion or appetite, fancy or opinion, miſrepre- 
ſent things to us, and either flatter us into a belief of 
that which has no exiſtence, or entice us to purſue thoſe 


fleeting joys which lead to pain and ſorrow. Is it any won- 


der then that many overlook, and many deſpiſe the law of 


TORT Inn CO CO INES 


eternity ! 
IF 5+ is thus pregnant with evils, and if this i the 
| general ſtate of it, motives to beneffcence draw with ĩrreſiſti- 


ble force, whenever there is ſuch an occaſion to exert 


them. You who underſtand human nature will moſt 


fleeping with a falſe ſecurity on the very verge of per- 
dition! We know that offences muſt come; and we 
alſo know that woe is denounced againſt him by whom 


mercies of heaven have put into our hands, to prevent 


the fatal conſequences as much as podſlible ? 


hy, 


To 


e 
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To be perſuaded that thete i hardy aiy evil wiithous 
in remedy, is the firſt ſtep towards finding it ; and & fat 
3s we tan ſuppoſe an effort of this kind can be carried; 
I make no doubt but that we ſhall faccerd. Yet this is 
not all: —as creatures of one common nature tus at 
bound to take care of each other : and in what elſe does 
the offence of religion conſiſt? It was for this end we were 
ſent into the world : Faffice and mercy in their full dic. 
play, reſpefting men, ae included in fuck charities, 
The 30x or con himſelf appeared on earth charged 
with a commiſſion to ſave mankind, «pox condition of their 
repentence 3 and there ſeems to be a peculiar analogy be- 
tween the du in general; and this charity in particular. 
It is beyond all diſpute that we are not to confine our 
regards to the body, as the generality of charities do : we 
are intereſted in extending them to another being; and if 
the higheſt promiſes are made 5 him that is inflrumental 
to the ſalvation bf others, can any man be ambitious of 
ſuccouring the fk or maimed; the nated or the hungry, and 
r 
This is the funple flate of the queſtiva before us; and 
though the means of faving fouls are very numerous, in 
common life, where there is no charitable inflitution in 
the caſe, yet in this particular, the ardinary methods dg 
not ſeem adequate to the evil. Mankind are afraid of 
the infection, and require the patient to paßt though forme 
kind of purgatian before ſhe is admitted within their 
walls. — Think ſeriouſly of theſe things : give us yous 
aliſtance, and be aſſured that I an, Fours, c. 
* A 
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The abjurd reaſoning advanced by one gen of mankind in 
favor of fornication. 


LETTER VL 


IHE conſideration of the Magdalene Charity bas 
not otherwiſe have occured to my mind, and, I hope, I 


ſhall be the better for them. If Tam wroxg correct me; if 
right, be you alſo as much the better for them as you can. | 


There ſeems to have been a complaint exiſting between 
the ſexes, with regard to the treatment of each other, ever 
to the temptations of concubinage, and promiſcuous commerce, 
and the calamities which atiſe from the all of marriage. 
| Leſs deplorable were the evil, if the female only were 
in fault; but we ſee her often tempted by arguments, 
which experience of the niiſerable conſequences do not 


] heard the common cant of libertines of both fexes, 


< that God never made man to be damned.” IF they know 
their Own meaning, it muſt be this, © chat max is WADE 3 


4 and bis maker certainly intended his happineſs, therefore 
« be muft be buppy; and the' the ſame Gad that made him, has 
34 4.4 happineſs is to be a- 


«at 


* 
r a * 1 
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te quired, yet man may venture to paſs them over, as if 
* there were no conditions at all.” Shall we call this an 
opanzon ? It is an abſurdity as great as was ever entertained 
by the pagan world. It tacitly implies a conſcious guilt, 
and puts all vices on the fame level, which is more than 
ey mean to lay, and therefore renders the abſurdity the 
more glaring. 
The learned and the illiterate may equally bewilder 
themſelves in their enquiries, but Kill they muſt recur 
to this conclyfon, that we were made free, and are ra- 
timal agents ; that we are free, and as ſuch, a free and 
rational obedience muſt, from the very nature of things, 
be expetted from us. Could God be the judge of man- 
kind if there was nothing to be judged of ? — And what : 
ume could he paſs, were there no puniſhment for 
— offenders ? == And what can men be puniſhed for, aſter 
death, but their diſobedience to. the divine command ? 
—Wietched mortals, thus to endevor t6 put out the 
| eyes. of their own underſtanding, that under the ſhelter 
of darkneſs they may gratify the animal part of their 
compoſition, or pleaſe ſome favorite paſſion, for a m- 
ment, at the riſk of everlaſting puniſhment. 
| Thus the weal, and the wicked part of mankind, gene- 
rally incline to adapt their notions to their practice; and talk 
of the infinite mercies of God, as if they meant only to 
Fatter him out of his juſtice. As it is blaſpheny to challenge 
our Maker for creating us what we are, or for not making 
the conditions of our happineſs different from what they are ; 
it muſt be the grolleſt folly to imagine be will reverſe his 
U3 decrvers 


- 


[ #92 ] | 
An. I we really Jefeve in bim; if we have any he- 


tence to the privileges of regen, we ſhall find the higheſt Tas 


enſelation in the contetaplation of his mercy, whilſt the 
terror of Nis je will keep us In awe : we fhall do ho- 
nor to the power be has entruſted us with, and receive 
_ with joy the affifances he has promiſed : and thus, inftead 
of rebelling againſt his authority, we ſhall find infinite rea- 
fon to pay divine honors to his clemency, as the fupreme 
| Jawgiver; and to adive his „„ 
mankind. 

Would to God theſe no-reaſoders would! remember 
that we are apt to form our belief, by our prafiice. Every 
one may ſee, if they chuſe to look, what God has been 
pleaſed to reveal of himſelf; and what his "will is to- 
| wards mankind. Thoſe who fondly imagine that he 
| means the contrary of what he ſays ; or that our revelation is 
fabulous, may as well diſcard chrifianity at once. They 
mult either give up the bible and ig, or rmounce their 
wagen, or acknowledge their ors. Thought may be in 
fome degree baniſhed, and the mind become inſenfible of 
fear, or ſorrow; but will the ſau! therefore ceaſe to be im- 
mortal? — Or will a God of infinite jajfice not puniſh 
for offences, r 
very inſenſiility ? 

Neither divines nor þbiloſophers are agreed, how far vir- 
tue is zatural to the foul of man: This is a ſpeculative 
enquiryy but it is n confeſſed that man is by ha- 
ture a ra Being, and that reaſox declares againſt 
22 Whatever name we . 

dee 
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— we know that it unbinge 
the whole frame, and generally diſtempers the ſoul, as well 
as the bedy, It is amazing what havec it makes with the 
minds of fome females : they ſeem to acquire with it 
every vice upon earth. Dropping this dreadful conſidera- 
tion, for the preſent, we may eably diſcover that the er- 
preſs command of God, 2s handed down by his once 
choſen people, as well as the ſpirit, and whole context of 
the chriſtian Jew, fixes the conditions of this gratification : 
and thoſe who have kept alive any ſparks of their native 
modeſty, and are not given up to what the royal, prophet 
calls an impudent mind, will ever Im the evil, if they 
cannot cure it: in the mean while they ftand obliged to 
carry on the warfare of life, Jeſt the world ſhould be in- 
volved in anarchy and confuſion, and over-run by this 
vice. And as it is the duy of fuch perſons, fo it ever will 
be their boor, to endever to reſtore things to that order 
which the great author of nature intended they ſhould = 
de in, namely, that reaſon ſhould give laws to paſſion and 
appetite, and not be rendered ſubſervient to them. 
Life is called a warfare: it is particularly fo to a di- 
fie; end wane yon. to ee e 
do, and converſe with all kinds of people, you would 
think yourſelf a ſoldier in good earneſt. Let us ftrive to 
render our vidferies, if we obtain any, ſubſervient to the 
appineks of others, fill keeping in view the great end for 
which we conteng. Heaven grant you ißt and bealth, I 
nnn 
Maker. Farewell. Yours, &c. 
* Fale 


* 
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Pale reafenings ner incontinency. The l of the Mage 
_ ow young minds, 


LETTER . 
— 


Ou who bare been bred up from your youth, ir 
the far of God, may be ſurprized to hear people 
profeſſing chriſtianity, conjure up difpculties, and amuſe 
— themſelves wigh fine ſur arguments on the ſubjeCt of for- 
picatiop : but how clear ſoever the precept is from the 
words of our Saviour, as well as his Apeflles, I am forry 
do tell you there are many, of different ranks, who ex- 
ert their inganuity to find reaſons to ſhake it off, and male 
6 religion adapted to their inclinations : at the fame time 
it is about 4 million to one but that he who argues thus, 
practiſes the vice fir ff, and finds reaſons for it afterwards : 
r 
mind to the practice of jt. | 

Dee dne charter of thi 
nation. Every one thinks for himſelf, which is the natu- 
ral effect of the great freedom we enjoy: and yet almoſt 
every one is a dupe to faſhion, not only in the cut. of his 
coat, but alſo in the model of his opinion and moral prac- 
 fice, according to the fation of liſe in which he is placed, 
and the company he egaverſes with. When this prevails 
in 
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in following goed, it is ſometimes aſcribed to our imitative 
faculties ; when bad, to corruption of heart. A fondneſs 
for novelty, I believe predominates in both caſes ; but our 
good ſenſe has ſeldom any great ſhare in either. 

The plea of antiquity cannot vindicate error ; but one 

would naturally conclude that the opinions which the 
2% and le of men have adopted, through a long fuc- 
ceſſion of ages, upon no leſs a ſubject than everia/irg 
#lfs or miſery, ſuch opinions having all the marks of in- 
tegrity and purity of mind on their fide, ſhould be pre- 
ferred to nations and conceits which ſtand on no better 
foundation than the practice of thoſe who give a looſe to 
their appetites. Yet this is the error that prevails among 
a certain claſs of men with regard to the criminal gra- 
COT MER CN COS 
they maintain concerning it. 
And what are the conſequences of fuch abſurd notions ? 
The more ſober part of mankind of the middle ſtations in 
life go on in a certain equal pace, but many of the higher 
claſſes, from falſe reaſoning, and many of the wer from 
ns reaſoning at all, are apt to go into frange exceſſes. The 
common people copy after the ſuperior orders, but not 
having the ſame motives to external decency, give them- 
ſelves up to their appetites, and too many of them be- 
come totally depraved in their manner s. 

It might be happy if the clergy were to make more 
frequent appeals to the hearts of their audience, from daily | 
experience of the ſad effects of this vice. The hopes of han- 
bd ett 4 
| — EE * 


[2961 

ſome, more than they do at preſent. And if when this 
mal commerce happens jo diſturb the repoſe of fami- 
len, more were put to the iſſue of religion, and lefs to 
temporal puniſbment, we ſhould ſee the parent Jefs indi- 
gout to the ſon, and in many caſes leſs ſevere to the 
glaughter : fewer young men would go aftray, and conſe- 
| quently fewer young women be debauched : the puniſh- 
ment would be more equal ; the man would be more re- 
proached, and the woman not fo oſten plunged into ſuch 
miſery, 35 jo be excluded even from the depri of re» 
covery. 
Upon the great principle of mercy and commiſeration in 
the Magdalane Charity founded ; and I apprehend it will | 
i= ſome degroe correct the abuſe I have juſt mentioned: 
For as it would be abſurd to fuppole it of much uſe, un- 
6 nc them mf berth ome their err wth b, 
which poukique be found bymany pry aruacer deſoce hs 
eſtabliſhment of this inſtitution. | This being done, every 
bing that is intereſting to the virtuous part of mankind 
H fo that iis hardly in the nature of 
> remedy for many calawities 2gf, and many which 
pre mm aas; whillt it influences, in a gentle, and almoſt 
imperceptible manner, the cqadut eren of thoſe who, 
a frſt view, may be gither tempted to ridicule ity op 
A oat ö 


[ 297] 


A a diſcourſe on death is apt to make the deeper im- 
prefion on the mind, upon occahon of a funeral, ſo will 
the conſideration of the breach of the chriſtian law, 
with reſpect to the vice in queſtion, in a place, where 4 
number of wretches appear at once, as ſo many mon- 
ments of the divine vengeance, demonſtrated by the mi- 

ſery which jndyced them to ſeek for ſhelter there; and of 
the divine mercy in the protection afforded them. The 
poldeſt violator of the chriffion law is apt to feel himſelf 
diſmayed upon ſuch occaſions ; ang his recourſe to ſuch 
| arguments as I have mentioned, appear fo much the 
more as arrant triſint with his ſoul | 
If you bring your fon 10 town to ſhow him this great 
ſcene of every thing that is geod, and every thing that 
is bad, rather carry bim to fee the repentance than the 
crime. The man who condyfted his fon to  brathe! to 
ſhow him obſcenity in all its horrid forms, did not confider 
that the nearer the temptatian, the farther diſtant the mo- 
tive to refiſt it : but that muſt needs appear in its true 
| light as 2 cine, which © many fincerely repent of. 1 
queſtion if there gan be any ſafety to n young man, in this | 
eum, but from one of theſe cauſes; a competent degree of 
native madeſiy, or 2 mind well fortified with religion ; and 
perhaps it is owing to the united force of both that the 
happier part of mankind eſcape the ſnare. Prudence and fear 
may do ſomething to avoid diſcredit or diſeaſe, but where 
2 young man has money, his prudence, if not aſſiſted by 
feln, will be chiefly exerciſed in concealing his m 

I It 
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It is an admirable picture which we find in a moders 
dreſs, in the wiſe man's deſcription of a harlot ®, the 
faſhion of times not having altered, in this particular, in 
any age or country ; though I believe there neither are, 
nor ever were, any harlots fo little obſervant of external 
decency as thoſe in the ſtreets of Londen. You know the 


Myr son, the inflruftion that my words impart, 
Grave on the living tablet of thy heart, 
Aud all the wholeſome precepts that I give, 
Obſerve with ſtricteſt reverence, and live. 

Let all thy homage be to wiſdom paid, 

Seek her protection, and implore ber ald: 

Au turn thy fooifteys from the nar LOT's dur, 

A ſooths with flattery their fouls to fin. 

| Once from my window, as I caſt my eye 

On theſe that paſs's, in giddy numbers by, 

A youth, among the fooliſh youths I ſþy's, 

| Who tack nat ſacred wiſdom for his guide. 

JusT as the fun withdrew his cooler light, 

He ſtole, in covert twilight, to bis fate, 

Aud paſs'd the corner near the KARLOT's gate g 

Abe, lo, a WOMAN comes | enoommmmmms | 


Looſe 
Vid. Pag. 189. 
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Tool ber attire, and fuch ber glaring df, 
| t& apth did the harlot's mind expreſs; 
Subtle be is, and praftis'd in the arts, 
Dy which the wanton conquer heedlefs arts: 


_ ' Stubborn and loud fe is ſhe hatls her home, 


Varying her place and ſorm, fhe loves to bam: 
Now fhe's Githin, new in the ſtreets dr's flray, 
Now at each corner ſtands, and waits her prey, 
The youth fhe ſeiz'd; and laying now afids 
All modeſty, the female's juſteſt pride, 
She ſaid with an embrace, here at my houſe 
Peace-offerings are, this day I paid my vows. 
I therefore came abroad to meet my dear 
And, h, in happy hour, 1 find thee bers, 
Uron her tongue did fuch ſmooth miſchief dull, 
T9 unguarded youth, a Allen fetters ty d, 
 Refign'd his reaſon, and with eaſe comply'd. 
Thus does the ox ts his own ſlaughter go, 
And thus is ſenſeles of th* impending blow, 
Thus flies the ſample bird into the ſnare, 
That ſhilful foulers for his life prepare. 
But let ur sons attend, attend may they 
Whem youthful vigour may to fin betray ; 
Let them falſe charmers fy, and guard their hearts 
Againſt the wily wanton's plaaſmg arts, 
To tread the paths of her deceitful way ; 
Luft they too late of ber fell power complain,, 
fad fall, where wany mightier have been flain. 
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If a young man has a competent ſhare of underfizud- 
| hog, and compares this deſcription with what he ſees with 


almoſt every day he walks the ſtreets in this town, may we 
not conclude that it will put him on his gur And what- 
ever his companions ſhould ſuggeſt to him, on the article 
of fornication, if under the Mai diſpenſatiom ut way 


_ conſidered as criminal in the fight of God ; and promil- 


cuous commerce was productive of many temporal evils, | 


though he ſhould never have read his New Tefament, he 
| will hardly think this vice confifext with chrifionity, or 
66 his country. 10. . 
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depravity; and men casi convert bleſſings into 
eurſes. Our fondneſs for amuſement, and the expenſive 
plealures-whjch riches have introduced, make us greater 
triflers in religies than H we were power, and obliged to 


live more callefedhy. The infide! refinements whi 1 
men of education have rendered faſbianable, may alſo ariſe ED 


from the ſame ſource. r 
chat 
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that no women upon earthy of the higher ranks, have 
plain : for b as their education may be, in feveral in- 
ſtances, yet upon the whole they are better taught than 


as great dupes to ſtaſbiam as 1 
mode/ly, that genuine which charaBteriſe an ami- 
a —— 


3 — 


— daneftc benet an chinf proj.” 


Even our theatres; which might be rendered the wulf 
fſeenes of the moſt rational and inflruftive entertainment, in 
their preſent mode of exhibition, rather corrupt the heart 


than purify it: What the ports fay is indubitably tree; | 


and particularly as addreſſed to the female world. 


A nation's taſte depends ox you. 
 ——— Perhaps a nation's virtue too. 

__ Othink, bow glorious ture to raiſe 
Aden virus gra. 
r | 
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ments tend to the greateſt ends of life, which they might 
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Au every unexperienced breaff 
There feel its own rude hints expreſs'd; 
And, malen d by the glowing ſcene, 
Unfold the worth that luris within. 


We have not, even the ambition of making cur amuſe 


do, and not be the leſs amuſements : inſtead of their 


being as they are, they might be ſchools of virtue. 


Though ſome of our modern paſiimes may promote ma- 
trimony,' they are often a means of preventing it, and 
fill oftener of rendering it aß, if not unhappy, when 
it is made. The reaſon is plain: ſuch 4 habit of w- 
fpatios turns the current of the aſfections in both ſexes 
creates an appetite to variety, and is the cauſe that many, 
naturally well inclined, not only live as it were on the 
verge of ruin with reſpect to chaſtity, but alſo in point of 
prudence, with regard to the honeſt means of their ſup- 
port. Sober dameftic pleaſures, and the joys of religion, 
move on too gently ; theſe do not agitate their paſſions, 
and therefore they ſeek for others, at all events. 
advantages of education, the conſequences are often ſeen 
in ſuch promiſcuous commerce, as can by no means be recon- 
Ciled on the chriſlian plan. Thus a negleQ of the d&vine 
prohib:tion predominates amongſt great numbers of peo- 
ple ſo far, that the word of God, though very explict and 


free from ambiguity, ſeems to be of no effett + forgetting 


ons 
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ane cafe, we may reject it in all caſes, and make an 


end of the chriſtian religion. It may be obſerved that moſt 
other breaches of the divine law are either unpremeditated, 
or committed under a conſciouſneſs of the guilt ; but this 
is done, not only premeditately, but ſeemingly without any 
En anſcouſues ; Clearly demonſtrating that the ſpirit of 
modeſty is at as low an ebb, as the ignorance and inattention 
of the vulgar fow high; and that both together over- 
whehn their ſenſe of their religion. What numerous 
| miſchiefs this may create, even in a political view, is hand 
to. determine, but in a religious light it is terrible. 
teſpect to intrigues ; yet with people of education the evil 
lies deep. They acknowledge that the duties which 
ebriſtianity requires are noble, exalted, delightful : but they 
are extremely reluctant to entertain the practical belief 


that the religian of Clrift is, at the fame time, a religion 


of ſelf-denial. Though it fo clearly oppoſes the propen- 


ing informed of their pradices, I know they endevor to 
r 

were not li. 
NS en evict Git, monte (i 
- of their ſons falling from their innocence with reſpect to wo- 
men, I am afraid it is not much in faſhion, in London, 


wiſe men's recommendation is juſt as true now, as it was 
, 1 


* 


fity to the fin in queſtion, yet from the opportunities 1 
| Have, of hearing the ſentiments of the gay world, and be- 


whatever it may be with yeu in the country; and yet the 
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Chriffiaz are 2s it was under the reign of Salomon. 
Do you now hear of many who etnſider the ſtory of 
Joſeph as a conqueſt over himſelf, that glitters more than 
renown in arms? Or does the continence of Scipio fire 
their bieaſt with a higher ſenſe of glory; thin the moſt 
ſucceſsful vicious amour ? You remember he is introduced 
ſpeaking thus to Hrdibilis. It is not the manner of the 
Romans to uſe all the power they jay may: we fight 
not to ravoge countries; or break through the tres of bu- 
manity : I am acquainted with your worth, and year in- 
tereft in this lady : fortune has made me your maſfer, but 
Idefire to be your friend. This is your wife, take ber; 
and may the gods bleſs you with her. Far be it from 
| Scipio to purchaſe a looſe and momentary pleaſure at the 
rate of making an hangt man wnhappy.” | 

The hiſtorian continues © Illis heart was too full 
to make him any anſwer, but he threw himſelf at the fect 
ure; and they both remained fo; till the fa- 
ther burſt into the following words: < Oh divine Scipio ! 
glorious hader ! Oh "wondrous youth Durs not that ebliged 
virgin grve you, while ſhe proys to the gods for your profes 
rity, and thinks you ſent down from them, raytures above all 
of her injured pern The temperate Scipio anſwered 
| him without much emotion, and faying, © Father be 4 
Friend ta Rome,” retired, 


3.5 
'This was very pompous flattery, for Scipio muſt have 


which he is threatened; to fall with any temptation, is 
enough to create buſhes in any man's cheeks who talks 
of it. But if we ſpeak of a chri/tian hero, as we do 
now of a Reman captain, there can be no doubt of 
his acting ke himſef'; the great complaint is that 
. chriſtian hersiſm is not in faſhion : and that thoſe who 
pretend to thirſt moſt after glory, ſeem! to think leaſt 
about it; whilſt the bulk of our fellow-creatures fol- 
low the dictates of their animal part, troubling them- 
ſelves too little with arguments drawn from the pu- 
rity required of the followers of Chriſt, or the nature of the 
offence with regard to civil ſociety. Thus it happens that 
prudence or ſhame, with reſpect to high Hife, and the rod 
of the magiſtrate with regard to the vulgar, ſeem to have 
a greater influence on their conduc, than the motives 
derived from the fear of God, expreſſed in the hope of 
eternal bliſs, or the fear of everlaſting puniſhments. 


I do not mean that this nation is more wicked than the 
reſt of mankind : I believe that we are as rational in faith, 


and as fincere in practice, as any other: but it is not a 
_ compariſon with other nations that will avail us; nor is 
our national charafter ſo much in queſtion ; it is the lives 


of individuals, compared with the written laws of God. 


freely, and have clearer nations of religion, than perhaps 


«iv 


zCted like a villain if he had done otherwiſe. But when 
we conſider the principles on which the chriſtian acts, the 
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any other people on the face of the whole earth, it is there · 
fore the more melancholy to reflect, how it comes to ope- 
rate fo little in the ng momentous concern of life. 
commerce is forbidden, were it only from obſervation of 
the pernicious tendency of it to every branch of moral rec- 
titude : for though all who treſpaſs do not paſs from one 
crime to another, yet the greater portion of the women 
who give themſelves up to this practice, become ſe de- 
praved, that many doubt to this day if the Magdalan⸗ 
Charity can recal any of them to a ſenſe of duty. 

It we alſo obſerve the happuneſs which attends the ſtrict 
obſervance of the nuptial bonds, and the miſery which 
uſually waits on the breach of them, there can be no 
doubt of the malignity of this vice. The cuſtoms of the 
wiſdom of providence might permit, at ſome periods of 
time, and under ſome circumſtances, as to a plurality of 
of one; and it is evident, that this ſcheme tends to the 
are undeniably made as free as men, though ſubordination 
is eſſential to the well-being of life. If inclination were 
the rule of conduct, the ane might as well plead for ua- 
riety as the other: and if notwithſtanding all the injunc- 
tions of divine and human laws, ſuch infinite calami- 


5 | merce, 
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tnerce, and the invaſion of property, what could be expect- 
ed, were it guarded by zo law, but a total ſubuerfion of all 
government *? We muſt ſuppoſe the whole conſtitution 
of things to be changed to be able to reaſer upon it. 
The tortures of jealouſy muſt no longer have any place 
in the human foul ; nor ſighted love have any pangs. If we 
allow the woman to be as free as the man, we mult adhere to 
the doctrine of ane to one, or renounce our ſuperiority over 
In countries where one man has many women, the 
women are not conſidered as entitled to the ſame com- 
mon freedom, nor are they chriſtians ; but fill they look 
on that man to be the meſt virtuous who is contented 
with oze woman. Upon any other ſyſtem, there can be 
no ſecurity in that property, which had always a peculiar 
ſanctity inthe moſt unenlightened ages of the world. In 
of ſacial ties has ariſen from the ſame cauſe. It is thus rea- 
fon and ſenſe, auty and appetite become one object; the line 
is drawn between the animal and intellectual nature of the 
has fixed the union, and made it indiſſaluble; and except 
termined to adopt, of two evils to prefer that which hu- 
manly ſpeaking ſeems to be the laſt, it is never diſ- 

I am inſenſibly led by this thought to a beautiful paſ- 
 fage in Millan, than whom no one ſeems to have been 
⁊ greater maſter of the ſubject, and not the leſs for hav- 


X 2 ing 
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ing himſelf experienced the ſorrows as well as the joys of 
the nuptial late. He writes like a phil;ſopher and a 
 ebriftian, as well as a. ſtateſman and a fubject. 4 


« Hail wedded love ! myſterious law ! true fource 


* Of human offipring ! ſole propriety 

In paradiſe, of all things common elſe ! : 
(0 By thee adult rous luft was driv'n from man v4 
« Among the beſtial herds to range : by thee, 


6 Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
„ Relations dear, and all the charities 
ce Of father, fon, and brather, firſt were known ! 
+> Perpetual fountain of domeſtic fuects ! 2 
« Here love his golden ſhafts emplays ; here lights 
. 
& Caſual fraition ; nor in court amaurs, 
„ Mir d dance, or wanton maſk, or midnight ball, 
* Or ſerenade, which the flaruv'd lover fmgs 
6 To hrs proud fair, bel quitted with diſdain.” 


We may alſo obſerve, that as canjugal love is the beſt 

ſecurity of a fate ; farnication, comparatively conſidered, 

tends to the diſſolution of it. What does it avail to ſhut 

up women like animals, not to be truſted with their 

oon liberty, as practiſed in Ia? Can they avoid the 
evils of diſcord among thoſe who have an equal right to 


thoſe affections, which it is impoſlble a man can equally 
* 
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divide? And is the increaſe of mankind promoted 
whilſt they are robb'd of the peace and harmony of ſe- 
Gety ? ; 

In the caſe where there is moſt elegaxcy, and where, if 
be wanting but the prieſt to perform the ceremonies ap- 
pointed by human laws ; what an anxious ſituation it is, 
thoſe who are called ept miſtreſſes are beſt able to ſay l 
If they de not love a man, they are but a ſmall remove 
from the mercenary hurlit; and if they do love him, what 
ous nature of their contra? On the other hand, for a 
man to be bound to his mi/freſs whom he does nt live, 
ſeems to be of all ſtates the moſt iriſome; and to be true 
and conſtant to her, whether he loves her or not, is being a 
huſband, not only without the honor due to the character, 
but ſuffering the diſgrace in his own perſon, in the perſon 
of the woman, and in their common progeny. Could we 
ces in which this kind of compact is not full of anguih 
and diſtreſs. Of this, women muſt be allowed the be/f 
Judges : they feel the evil moſt, and have moſt reaſon to com- 
plain of the violation of the common rights of human nature, 
with regard to the equality of the fexes, and their mutual ob- 
I gations to be true to each other, from the time they come 
together, let the circumſtances be what they may. If a 
man pleads that he found a woman polluted to his hands, he 
may as well urge that when a woman has once tranigreſſ- 
ed, no further ceremony need be uſed ; her foul is of no va- 

® 3. lue, 
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lue, and though an accountable being, ſhe is no more worth 
preſerving than a dog or a cat. | 

Thee ſims w be « ted of ature? jafice dup to Rab 
who moni” d occaſioned by their being 
dans of women in be that it is almoſt ab- 


mund to doubt that Providence intended they ſhould be fo ; 


but it is no leſs evident that when they are not reſtrained 
dy motives of obedience to the divine law, they do many 
adts of injuſtice, and violate the flrongeft obligations, and 
yet keep out of the reach of human laws. There are 
ſome chriſtian countries where it is faid marriage muſt 
ſucceed cohabitation ; but I preſume the law is not ob- 
praved, for ſuch a law in its amg force; as the law- 
makers would find themſelves too cloſely bound. 
| The world has indeed introduced a motive of reſtraint 
which they call boner - this is ſometimes of great uſe to 
keep us in awe, as guardians of the ſex ; but as every one 
puts what ſignification he pleaſes to the word, we muſt 
not be ſurprized that fo few acknowledge they act without 
hancr in this inſtance. If a man does a premeditated act, 
which from the nature of it may lay the foundation of 
another's miſery, if fuch miſery does really follow, I do 
not comprehend how, in boner, he can leave the party 
without taking his ſhare in her ſufferings. Though the 
unguarded youth may ſometimes juſtly complain of the 
frares laid for him, great cruelty as well as injuſtice are 
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often practiſed by men, without any imputation of diſbo- 
nor, demonſtrating the abſurdity of adopting any rule of 
life, but ſuch as is founded in reaſon, and obedience to the 

This conſideration is recommended in very emphatical 
terms by the ingenious Mr. Dodd, in the ſermon which 
I ſent you upon the ſubject of the Magdalane Chariy : 
with a very little change of his words, he fays, 

« Motives of hoxor ſhould certainly influence many, 
and thoſe more eſpecially who have led women aſtray, 
If ſuch reſlact at all, the upbraidings of conſcience will 

convince them that they cannot exert themſelves tos much 
„„ In the ſlent hour, 
when PASSION is huſhed, and REASON will be heard, ſup- 
poſe the wretched unfortunate girl, (of whom we fee fo 
— 2 , a 


luſt (brought me ! 298 EN 
to win and a. and I was 
unde! Unkind, and cruel, thou didſt abandm me! Thy 
paſſion ſated, thou left ſt me to all the extremity of woe ! 
Now fee the fad end of thy triumph Oh look upon me, and 
cleaves to the roof of my mouth with hunger, and with 
anguiſb. But worſt of all my ſou! /—Here I am tormented 

X4 with 
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with every kind of ſorrow : dire conſciouſneſs of my paſ# 
conſigned in early youth to ſo ſevere an end; and my foul 
— MCrcy, mercy, O gracicus Father — my foul in hor- 
nd eee eee 


ways / 
Let any one contemplate this picture, and I defy him 
to laugh, though he ſhould have deluded a hundred girls: 


and let him who has deluded only ane, conſider what he 


owes to God and his country, that he may do all that is 
in his power to prevent her becoming a victim to pollu- 
tion. — The man who is only in the company of one who 
takes a purſe, the loſs of which may not create a m- 
ment's pain to him that loſes it, is by the rigor of the laws 


condenned to die ! — Cankider the actions in themſetves, and 


conſider them in their conſequences to ſociety. Allow the 
fir/t to be very dangerous, though the purſe were demanded 
dy preſenting a braſs ini-ffand inſtead of a pia; but the 


latter is extremely pernicious to the peace and happineſs of 
families; to the health of the thoughtleſs part of mankind, 
by communicating a diſeaſe ; and at length by the party 


expoling herſelf to a promiſcuous commerce, and in the 
attend the Magdalane houſe, and ſee the abjecis who are 
admitted there, have the moſt ftriking ſenſe of the force 
of this argument. Apiev. 


Thurs 


and forſaken! Look, and REPENT, ond AMEND thy 


. 


| 13131 


Errors in education. The deplorable fate of common proſtitutes, 
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T 1TTLE philoſophers often complain as if it was in 


their power to rectify the evils they feel, by chang- 
remedy is in changing their own minds. Women will ever 
complain of the tranſgreſſions of men, as well as of their own 


fally, tho' it ſometimes happens that they tempt the man. 


In general it muſt be granted that he is the aggreſſor; it 


is be who contrives the means of gratifying himſelf 
at their expence, and he often paſſes with impunity, 

when the woman ſuffers : yet upon the whole it is very 
_ happy that the laws of honor, in regard to chaſtity, are fo 


puniſhed, women would not be leſs puniſhable; and the 
moſt certain way of making men virtuous, is for womes: 
to be ſo; and would they be mare virizous, if the laws 
of honor were leſs ſtrict? Vice creates great miſery 2s 


the caſe now ſtands, would it create leſs if this circum- 


ſtance were changed ? This ftate of the argument does 
not render cruelty or juſtice to women le criminal in 
the man; it is an aggravation of his conduct on the prin- 
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Ciple of mr. For if the laus of the land take no cog- 
nizance of his actions; according to the moſt refined 


notions of haner, there ariſes ſo much the ſtronger mo- 
tive to the obſervance of juſtice and compaſſion. 

If virtue is the ſupreme happineſs of accountable be- 
ings, that ſtate of life which renders virtue the moſt eaſy, 
mult be the 5%. Therefore if fear, and a ſenſe of ſhame, 
operate as ſtrongly as any other paſſions, it muſt fol- 
low, that in proportion as women are more awed by fear 
She who argues from the conduct of men, as if example 
ſenſe, as well as religion. Therefore, however unequal 
the judgment of the world may ſeem, it would be dange- 
rous to folicit for a reverſe of it, leſt the remedy ſhould be 
worſe than the diſeaſe : for whatever may be thought, by 
from the paths of virtue, than good reaſons to walk flea- 
dil in them, it is more eaſy to imagine than expreſs, the 
effects of a change of cuſtom and opinion, even ſuppoſi 
that the crime i queſſien is, 2 the Jams in 
bath ſexes. = 

Wherever the fault lies, this feems to be obvious, that 
were we to take half as much pains to impreſs the minds 
of the female world with juſt notions of their condition, 
and how to deport themſelves with humility, as we do 
to feed therr vanity, we ſhould not ſee ſo many vidims of- 
ſered to incontinency. Vanity, and the love of ſhow, have 
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devices of the devil, or man. Adulation mtoxicates men: 
admixation is apt to turn the brains of women; whilſt ſond 
notions of deminien have often perverted their hearts, till; 
like tyrants, they abuſed their real power, and fell a ſacri- 
fice to thoſe whom they might have governed. For tho 
with regard to the ill uſe of ſuch Eee 
obſerves of men that they are 


« Not deceived 
« But findy evercone by female charm.” 


the ſame power being employed for good purpoſes, would 
e cougar Gears r eee 
obere an equal fhre in the dominion which been ha 
given mankind over the world: 
| Beauty, if attended with good ſenſe and modeſty, bids 
fair for ſucceſs. The Italians fay a handſome girl is born 
married : but this is not always true of the vain, and ſtill 
leſs of the profiigate ; nor would beauty be generally ſo much 
prized, or ſo often abuſed, if it were conſidered as ſubject 
to 2 heavy tar, from the danger it is expoſed to. 


e Beauty, thou art a fair, but fading flow'r, 
& The tender prey of ev'ry cuming hour > 
& In youth, thou comet-like, art gaz d upon, 

* But art portentous to thyſelf alone!” 


| In tracing effects back to their cauſes, it ſeems very 
reaſonable to conclude that many of our unhappy profiitutes 
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would have been in the full enjoyment of all thoſe cm- 
Jerts, which their natural advantages afforded them, had 
they been better inſtructed in the great duty of reconci- 
ling themſel-es to the condition in which Providence had placed 
them. Few women of low fortunes have power to ad- 
venture much, except in love; but to one that aſpires 
| high, and ſuccceds, five hundred fall as ſacrifces. 

Every father has it iy his power to brecd up his chil- 
dren in the fear of God, but if he can afford them a 
good education, it ſhould be his tafk to give his daugh- 
ters maſculine ſenſe, as well as feminine delicacy ; and tho” 
learning, properly fo called, is out of the queſtion, he 
ought to inſli] as noble ideas in their minds as in thoſe 
of his ſons : childiſb fears and fantaſtic hopes ſhould be 
f 
bw, there is juſt the fame motives 10. di inguiſl 
and ev:l. 

Ho che Gelifnck of mane denwn cher ave eat; 6. anne 
tain an opinion of a ſuperiority over women, very different 
from that which the author of nature has appointed ; and 
for want of a proper deference or conſideration for the 
ſex, as creatures accountable for their own actions, men are 
not under ſuch awe, as this conſideration would excite, 
and are therefore betrayed into tranſgreſſions, which they 
would not otherwiſe haye committed. Whether a man's 
principle be honor or religion, be may run a riſk in bis own 
c 
ar. | 


Vixtue 
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Virtue has the ſame charms to captivate the hearts of 
women ; and relzgon the fame power to create a deteſtation 
of vice and folly in their minds, as in ours; nor do the 
diſtinctians of fortune, I apprehend, make any difference *' 
in the fight of God: but if we neglect to give them 
principles, and then abuſe the powers of language and rea- 
for, which thoſe diſtincꝛi aus may give us, to pervert the 
minds of the illiterate, the crime is double. 

Whatever thoſe who have examined only the feu! cor- 
ners of the heart, or pryed only into the darkeft ſcenes of 
from the paths of virtue, there is a native ingenuouſueſs in 
the minds of many, even of theſe proſtitutes, that in- 
clines them to wiſh for the means of returning again to 
their duty. Cuſtam and habit indeed take off ſome part of 
the force of miſery itſelf, and the heart which does not 
burſt with a ſenſe of injuries, frequently becomes callous 
and inſenſible of them. This muſt be the caſe of many 
praſtitutes, or they could not be ſo blind to their own ſad 
condition: they would diſcover the extravagance of reveng- 
ing upon themſelves the crimes of others; or if they were 
conſcious their misfortunes were owing to their own iz- 
diſcretion, they would find but very little reaſon 20 live in 
infamy, becauſe their paſſions once betrayed them. The 
crime of the child is apt to occaſion a crime in the parent, 
and love, or luſt, or folly, is not worſe on one fide, than 
fierce anger on the other. So many dreadful misfortunes | 
would not happen, if the parent or the friend thought of 
the tempration as well as of the crime, and conſidered that 


when 


\ 
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when young women are left to ſtruggle with the tyranny 
of bawds, and the infolence of debauchees, followed cloſe 
by a train of evils, infamy, poverty and diſeaſe, they mult 
die a miſerable death, without the leaſt chance of repentance. 
If their crimes are black, and their fall great, their 
miſery keeps pace with both. It is no ſecret, either to 
the virtuous or the vicious, that many proſtitutes are ſo 
much a diſgrace to human nature, that they are in a 
other animal is obedient to his appetite, but appetite has 
frequently no ſhare in the promiſcuous commerce of theſe 
women. It is obſerved, that notwithſtanding the reputed 
bumanity of this nation, harlots are not treated with ſuch 
groſs indignities in any country as in this; fo that one 
would almoſt wonder, how it happens that the ſame pride, 
which led many of them into the ſnare, does not induce 
more of them to forſate their evil courſe, at all adven- 
tures. —Every one muſt ſee, from this fingle circumſtance, 
how much this execrable habit enflaves the mind. And as 
there is no nation which carries every thing that is vile, 
as well as every thing that is virtuous, higher than this, 
prevail, than in this vaſt metropolis. 
There is an elegancy in vice as well as in virtue, and 
_ though it is the more dangerous, in a religious view, on 
this account, yet {till it is a ſaſe- guard againſt thoſe di- 
erders to which a brut;fh and profligate life expoſes man- 
kind. There is a certain delicacy of manners eſſential to 
good order in virtuous life; and the diſtinctions whi 
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other, is one great means of ſupport - 


fixes ſhow to 
ing that order. It is therefore the more ſhocking to ſee 
theſe women treated like dogs ; and to hear thoſe tongues, 


| which the Gad of nature deſigned ſhould ſoften the di- 

fireſſes of human life, and give a reliſh to its joys, utter- 
ing the higheſt indecencies, and the moſt dreadful impreca- 
rouſe our reſentments : there are ſome of theſe wretched 
women, who being under no awe of the maz:ftrate, forget 
all diſlinctians; and being heated with liquor, hang upon 
the virtuous as well as the vicicuws, and ſometimes, I fear, 
drag along with them thoſe who had no intention to be- 
come their prey: in the mean while the ni, matron is 
offended as ſhe paſſes along ; and the innxent virgin often 
ſuffers the violence of hearing the language of the ſtews. 


and good order. Theſe are evils which call For redreſs; 


and if they cannot be removed, they may be mitigated. 
If we conſider theſe young perſons as born in a fie 


to the protectian of men, and moſt aſſuredly intended by 
the wiſe and beneficent Father of mankind, as their partrers 


in the ſocial joys of life ; can we then turn the glaſs, and 


behold them, wicked as they are, the abject? faves of an 
abandoned procureſs, fold both body and foul for half a 


crawn, without being fired with a generous indignatin 


for their cauſe, and for the cauſe of humanity / 


country, where pure religion is profeſſed ; ſome of them 
educated in the principles of virtue; all of them entitled 
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ſeilful ſurgeons ; whilſt others, being no longer able to 
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We ſee, how deplorable their circumftances are, who 
are thus abandoned; and whilſt there are ſo many mi- 
nifters of Lucifer ſupported in affluence, it is no wonder 
to behold the victim to huft frequently ornamented with 


| el:gancy, and taught to practiſe all the blandiſhments which 


can infatuate a young man's mind. It may be faid of 
the harlot, that her ways do, literally, lad to the grave ; 
but the deſtruction of health, or even the loſs of life, are 


not the greateſt evils which happen. ent = 


created by the extravagance of a woman, are oftentur 

followed by the fale of a man's honor in higher life; i 
legal commerce among men of meaner condition, is often 
the cauſe of their becoming ſacrifices in the hands of un- 


ſupply by fair means, the extravagance of bad women, 
are prompted to commit deſperate actions, which bring 
them to untimely death by the hands of juſtice : and I be- 
heve it will be found, amongſt aalefaZters, that fo in 
three are in theſe circumſtances. 


But the inſtitution of the Magdalane Houſe calls on us 


alſo to contemplate the ſituation of parents with regard to 


are oſten plucked in the bud, and blaſted by the pernicious 


ſo high for their ſens, as for their daughters; nor does the 
fear of everlaſting puniſhment make ſo ſtrong an impreſſion, 
as the dread of temporal evils; but in the fir? caſe, the diſtreſs 
is equal with regard to both: in the /aff, the parent and 


1 
by the intrigues of an artful ſeducer who puts on the ſhape 
of a ficere friend, or an abandoned pricureſs in the diſ- 


guiſe of a ſaint: if we follow her through the beaten 


track, from guilt to diſeaſe ; and behold her languiſhing 
under 2 venereal complaint, ftill ſubject to the arbitrary 
will of an imperious miſtreſs, who leaps over all the bonn 
daries of humanity, to gratify het own inſatiable avarice : 
what a dreadful ſcene it exhibits! If we exclude the 
thoughts of an hereafter, ſtill it creates anguiſb in his 
Dreaſt, who feels only as @ man; and what muſt the parent 
feel !_ The ingenious Mr. Dadd in his firſt ſermon on 
the Magdalane Charity has exhorted us in very pathetic 
terms. Speaking of parents he ſays, nearly in theſe words: 
«© Whenever you view the children of your boſom, your 
daughters, like lovely flowers, blooming azound you; 
confider how often that very beauty hath proved a fatal 
ſnare: conſider how many there are, whoſe paſſions have 


moved to be the more diligent to inſtill every virtue in 
the minds of your own children, let generous fympathy 
touch your hearts; and join to wipe the tear from the 
aged father's eye, to prevent the hoary head from going 
down to the grave in ſorraw.” Many fathers indeed have 
cauſe to bleſs. this charity, as the happy means of ſeeing 
their daughters reſtored to them. 
Fee eee 
horts us to unite in this laudable undertaking ; which 
_ through the zeal of guad men, and the vigilance of magi- 
firates may, in due ſeaſon, in ſome degree, waſh away that 
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nuiſance of our times, the pollution of our fireets.” And 
he adds, < ſurely, in every undertaking that has any ten- 
dency to remove ſuch nuiſance, if we really mean to pre- 


ſerve our children, our ſervants, our defendants of every 


kind, in innocence and virtue; if we wiſh to prevent n- 
ſpeakable diireſs, and the moſt cruel injury, which the vir- 


undertaking of this nature, with hand and heart.” 


No one who pretends to pity, can be a careleſs ſpectator 
of ſo noble a part of the workmanſhip of heaven, treated 
the moſt Hocting to humanity. There are ſcenes which 
would draw compaſſion even for the fufferings of a brute 
animal and it is too well known, that many a venerable 
head is hurried to a grave by ſuch accidents. This is the 
caſe with great numbers of commcn proſtitutes ; whilſt the 
greateſt part of thoſe who are pampered in private, have 
ſeldom prudence to make any reſerve for a retreat; and 
if they do not fall by an early death, they live but a mi- 
ferable life. And as to thoſe who inſeſt the frets, they 
ſpread contagion through a much greater part of both the 


| ſexes, than is generally imagined; and many a virtuous 


woman has felt the dreadful effects of her huſband's irre- 


gularities. | N 
If we take in the whole ſcope and deſign of the Mag- 


aan it will be found productive of many great 
and good effects. I have ſeen a great variety of miſery in 


various climes, and have been preſent at many intergſting 
ſeenes, 


323 
ſcenes, but no incident of life has reached me, more aſfect- 


irg than the relief afforded by this charity to many unhappy 
women. To ſee the tattered, filthy garments of ſome, whoſe 
education firſt ſet them above the lier claſs of mankind, 
with the tears which ſeem to flow from real contrition : to 


hear the flory of their wretchedneſs, and their entreaties for 


admiſſion, if we may be allowed to judge from the conduct 


of many, after the trial, it ought to influence the heart of 


the patriot, the philoſopher, and the chriſtian. 

Allowing for all the artfubuſs which cunning in Ettle 
fouls can practiſe, there is a native ingerouſueſs in the 
mind of women far beyond what is generally imagined : 


this is demonſtrated in the gratitude which thoſe often 


expreſs, who are ſuppoſed to be the moſt abandoned of 
their ſex. Nor need you take my word for it, the facts 
themſelves give the moſt convincing evidence. The de- 
cent deportment ; the induftry ; the regular private prayers ; 
the conſtant attendance at the chapel : the numbers placed 
out into good ſervices ; and above all the reconciliations of 
them to their parents, are circumſtances which do henor 
to the charity, as a chriſtian inſtitution, as well as to human 
nature. You may reſt aſſured of the intrinſic value of the 
propriety be as true an advo- 
cate, for the harlot who is become a ſaber and induſtrious 
chriſtian, and a real penitent, as I have reaſon to be 


Your real friend. 
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alis (mat in the Magdalene houſe) and ber relations. 


LETTER X. 


4h 


HAT a picture do you give me of yourſelf! 
When you think, you find yourſelf infupportably 
wretched, and when you db not think, your moments of 
pleaſure vaniſp kke a dream. Were there no heaven nor 
hell, could you be in a worſe fate ? There was a time 
when you uſed to read the ſcriptures : have you totally 
forgotten, that the prophet Iſaiah has declared, as from 
cob himſelf, that © there is uo peace for the wicked.” It 
is ſo ordained by heaven; and you find it experimentally 
true. What proſpect have you, but a little jollity, the 
giddy flights of a few frantic hours, with the tranſient gra- 
tification of the pride and vanity of your deluded heart, 
whilſt every earthly Being, endowed with reaſon, your own 
companions not excepted, conſider you as the out-caft of 
the human race, not worthy even of p:ty. 

If you are not thoughtleſs to a degree of fupidity, you 
mult conclude that the loſs of your beauty will ſpeedily 
enſue. Pale dijeaſe walks cloſe at the heels of the inſernal 
vice you practiſe, and beauty mult wither as dernal flowers 
are nipt by Eaſlern — with beauty loſt, there 

—. will 
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in miſery, whilſt your life is 
drawing near to an end. But what, alas, is beauty or life 
in ſuch hands as yours And do you believe that nothing 
will follow after death? Do you imagine, with all your 
Pride, that you are really no better than a d;g Lou can- 
not think ſo; it is zmpoſſible! and yet if you [ve like 4 
dog, you muſt expect to die like one, the puniſhment of 
your ſins excepted. I am ſure your conſciencs tells you 
that you are in the broad path of deſtruction : and this 
monitar is as clearly intended by nature, for the preſerca- 
tion of your foul, as hunger, when it calls on you to eat, 
is to preſerve your body. You run the greateſt hazard, 
every day, of poiſoning your body with the venom of a 
venereal diſeaſe; and what fhall I ay of your ſeal; is it 
not already poifaned ? Heaven grant it may not be mar- 
tal! What can be expatied if you go en, but that dev 
and jawl will ſoon perifþ together. 

Can you think of this, and not tremble ; and can you 
tremble and not fly from the danger? It is true; you weep, 
you ſay you are ſarry for what is paſt, and you entreat me to 
be yaur friend: be a friend ta yourſelf ; act like a reaſonable 
Being, and I will be your friend and your advocate too, It 
you prefer miſery and deſtruction, who can plead your cauſe ? 
The very mention of you to your brother makes him ſtart 
back as if he ſaw a dreadful ſpeftre ; at the fame time that 

the remembrance of the love he once had for you, burſts his 


| his breaft, as I fear you have already done into your ma- 


theres? Do you deſire to imbrue your hands in the blood 
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altar of pollution : if you are ſo flupid as not to ſee this, or 
ſo perverſe as to prefer hell to heaven, go on :—what in the 
name of mercy can you expect I ſhould do for you? 

When {ee you give proof of being a chriſtian, in ſome- 
thing more than name, it may be in my power to do you 
the ſervice you deſire. Conſider this letter with attention, 


and be affured that I am ſo far from being reluctant to in- 
tereſt myſelf for you, that ] grieue for your condition, and 
demonſtrations that I am 


Hur real friend. 


| Fake of the foal. Duties required in the Magdalane bene. 


LETTER XI. 
To —— on her being admitted into the Magdalane houſe. 


OTHING could have a/tenifbed me more than 
ſhould have ſubmitted to ſo infamous a courſe of life, had 
I not ſeen others, in as good a ſituation, do the ſame, who 
have not reſolved to forfake it, as you have done. I con- 
gratulate you on the choice you have made. The courſe 
you was running, muſt have ended in perdition / You 
was already arrived at the verge of it: Look back at the 
precipice, and rejoice at your eſcape! Rejoice as if you 
had found a treaſure ! Y ou certainly have ſound that which 
Y 4 may 
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every kind of danger. Study your own foibles : a bad 
temper ſtands next in order to a bad heart. The trueſt 
proof of your ſincerity and good temper will be ſeen in a 
you think there is provocation to the contrary, if ſuch 
ſhould happen from the imprudence of any of your com- 


panions : there is no merit in avoiding anger, where zo 


provocation is given; and remember that pride and anger, 
which generally wait on each other, are oftentimes the 
cauſe of womens going gray; and that without humility 
and meekneſs they cannot be reſtored again. It is often 
| obſerved, that the pride of appearing above your rank and 
condition, joined to the reſentments of ſome real or ſup- 
perdtion. If this is not your caſe, it has been of fome 


of your companions, and uct paſſions are hard ts be re- 


duced. Let me therefore entreat you to conſider your own 
infirmities, and learn, not only how to be compaſſionate, 


bdaut how to correct others, by your example. Temperance 


and moderation are acts of juſtice, particularly in your ſitu- 


ation. Humility, meckneſs and charity, with an entire refig- | 


nation of your will and affectians to Gad, will lead you to 
the practice of thoſe graces, which adorn the mind of 2 
chriſtian, and are the genuine marks by which a true chri- 
ian is known. 

If you are in earneſt, as I truſt you are, you may 
be fure of meeting all the countenance which the nature 
of the charity admits : the gentlemen who have taken it 
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it will give me great pleaſure if I can be of any ſervice to 
you. I ſend you a book entitled, Thoughts on the Plan 


of the Magdalane Charity; alſo a Sermon, which is more 
intereſting, the laſt being written by the much-admir- 
ed Mr. Dodd. You will be ſupplied with a teffament, 
and a commoen-prayer boat. For God's ſake read them at- 
tentively : hw as your condition is, your ſoul is of no leſs 
importance to you, than that of the greateff monarch upon 
earth to him, and both are of equal value in the fight of 
God. This you will be truly ſenſible of, when you fit 
down to read the ſcriptures, not as an iriſame taſk, as you 
probably conſidered it at ſchool, but as the hiffory of di- 
vine mercy, the great law of life, the inſtructar to avoid eter- 
nal miſery, and the infallible guide to everlaſting happineſs. 

You may imagine that you know this already, but 
your nowledge never reached your heart, or you would 
not have gone ſuch deſperate lengths in wickedneſs. You 
You confeſs that for ſome time paſt you dared not attend 
the public worſhip, left it ſhould be mockery for a perſon in 
your circumſtances to ſupplicate for mercy.— True it is in- 
deed ; but, good Gad, how dreadfully true! What ravage 
does vice make in the foul ! Think of the dangers you 
have eſcaped ; and ſhun the moſt diſtant approaches of 
temptation for the future. Arm yourſelf at all points to 
reſiſt it, whatever diſguiſe it may put on. I truſt in God 
you will a& up to the profeſſions you make, and I wiſh 
you ſucceſs. I am, &c. 


— 


Tem- 
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Temperance, diet, health, and conformity to the rules. 


LETTER XI. 


Vo who have known what it is to live in eaſe un- 
© der the eye of an indulgent patent, having neglect- 
ed that bleſſing, and forgotten your duty to the Gad that 
made you, ought in all reaſon to expect to fuffer ; but 


hardly deſerve the name of ſufferings. It is the great end 
of chriſtianity to keep reaſon upon her throne, and reduce 
our paſſions and appetites to ſubjection, that mortifying 
kind : but it is not poſſible that this can be done unleſs 
the mind is prepared for it. In order to this end, it is evi- 
dent we muſt command the appetite of hunger and thirft, 
that the gratification of it may ſerve the purpoſes of ſup- 
porting life, not the indulgence of it to deſtroy life or 
other appetite, I mean l; the one relating merely to 


our own preſervation, the other to the continuance of the ſþe- 


as it probably would. do; and for thoſe weighty rea- 
. ſons, which reſpect an after account, we find that the 
wiſe 
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wiſe author of nature has appointed the canditiant of this 


divine law, have made the violation of thoſe conditions 
in ſome degree penal ; whilſt inſany, diſgrace, diſeaſes 
or a total perverſion of will are annexed to ſuch violation. 
The government of this appetite ſeems to be moſt remark- 
ably diſtinguiſhed as one of the chief criterions to judge of 
mens obedience ta the divine laws; and above all, chvifti- 
moſt attentively guarded againſt the breach of this law. 
our ſenſes depend very much on our aliment. She who 
with fanple plain diet, without excels in quantity, might 
have continued adele, ſuppoſing the temptations equal ; 
with another kind of diet may have become a prey ts in- 
alternately follow each other: if the mind is deprived of 
reaſon, it is natural to ſuppoſe the body will loſe its power 
of reſiſtance of moral evil ; and be fubſervient to another's 
have recourſe to the means of extinguiſbing reaſon, by 
the fumes of liquor, making the remedy worſe than the 
diſeaſe. This plain reaſoning is not ſufficiently attend- 
ed to, in common life, but the fact is fo, and on this 
| account temperance is recommended, and even enjoined 
by i» +a grate Ages Gen . 


Regard 
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Regard muſt be had to che quality of our food, of 
which experience is generally the beſt guide: and we fre- 
quently obſerve that there are fome kinds, which being 


of an :ndifferent nature to one perſon, to anather it is a 


crime to uſe them, as their effects are known to be perni- 
cious: this is particularly demonſtrated in the uſe of ſpiri- 


tuaus liguars : the fame holds with regard to the quantity 


| as to the quality of our food. It is remarked, that a I- 


guoriſh mouth is often attended with a laſciuiam diſpofe- 
tion. Temperance and cheſtity are almoſt ſynonymous terms, 
and ſo are intemperance and impurity, though they rather 
attend, or follow each other, than mean the fame thing: 


at the fame time anger cannot be more repugnant to 
Were we to conſider how ſublime a virtue temperance 


is, and how certain the reward which accompanies it, 


were it only on account of the charms of health, we 
ſhould be almoſt tempted to pay it divine honors. It is 
to temperance we owe health; and health is to the body 


what virtue is to the ſoul; whilſt diſcaſe, like for, binds 


* Ausricious HEALTH appear d on Zephyr's wings ; 
he ſeem'd a cherub moſt divinely bright, | 
« ore ſoft than air, more gay than morning light. 
« Fail blooming goddeſs ! thou propitious pow'r, 

« hoſe bleſſings mortals next to life implore ; 
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Vith ſo much luſtre your bright looks endear, 
Tb cattages are courts when thoſe appear. 


« Mankind, as you vouchſafe to ſmile or frown, 
« Find caſe in chains, or anguiſh in a crown.” 


To point out to you the intimate connection of vir- 
me, happineſs, and induſtry, you may plain) perceive that 
health hardly depends more on temperance, than on exer- 
ciſe. In this reſpect the poor, being conſtrained to laber, 
are upon that very account frequently more happy than 
regard to the diſtinctions of fortune. Providence fur- 
up for ourſelves. The earth muſt be labored before it 
gives its increaſe; and wben it is forced into its ſeveral 
products, how many hands muſt they paſs through before 
they are fit for uſe ? Mannfactures, trade, and agriculture, 
naturally employ more than nineteen parts of the ſpecies 
in twenty; and as for thoſe who are not obliged to labor, 
by the condition in which they are born, they are more 
2/erable than the reſt of mankind, unleſs they indulge 


themſelves in that voluntary labor which they call by the 


name of exerciſe.” Again, If exerciſe throws off all ſu- 
perfluities, temperance prevents them; if exerc/e clears the 
veſſels, temperance neither ſatiates nor overſtrains them; if 


ture her fill play, and enables her to exert herſelf in all 
her 


3351 
her force and vigor; if exerc:ſe diſũpates a growing diſtem- 
per, temperance ſtarves it.” 

You may obſerve further among the moſt fprighth and 
virtuous part of both ſexes, that nothing is ſo repugnant 
to their temper and diſpoſitions as idleneſs, and nothing fo 
contrary to the inclinations of the vicious, as induſtry. Idle- 

neſs is a certain proof of a vicious unworthy mind, fince it 
is obvious that if we do nothing for ourſelves, nor for any 
body elſe, we can have no right to require any thing at 
their hands to be done for us : the conſequence of which 
would be, that we ſhould die of hunger. And hence you 
may learn how diſtant it is from the deſign of nature, 
* proſtitution. Temperance, bealth, induſtry, and virtue, 
thus hang on each other, and are link'd by a chain, not 
to be ſeparated, more than true {elf- love and ſocial virtue, 
which appear to be one and the ſame object. 


&© Health conſiſts with temperance aloe, 
Aud peace, O virtue! peace is all thy own ! ” 


Dum dow ten, deve as Gur 
whatever adminiſters to health adminiſters to pleaſure, and 
ſhe who in purſuit of pleaſure facrifices her health, may be 
faid to give herſelf up to pain, not pleaſure. The laſt is 
the /ad caſe of many a harkt, and indeed of all mankind 
who miſtake their exd, and hunt after pleaſure inſtead of 
You 

3 
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You muſt be ſenſible that it would be equally abſurd 
and impolitic to feed women, in your circumſtances, with 


delicate fare; but you have abundantly ſufficient, and it 
is good of its kind. Your bed has no curtains, but nei- 
ther is it expoſed to any wind that can offend you ; and 
you draw in fo much the purer air whilſt you ſleep. It 
zs not of down, but it is oft enough, and indeed fo much 
the better for health ; 228989898928» 
fon to fleep in. 
D 
tance of ſuch fare as the houſe affords, let me conjure you, 
as you mean to be a gzeff in it, that you pay a chearful 
— — Farewell. 


rr 
ſo white, but much ſweeter and purer than the common ba- 
kers ſupply. It is intended alſo to brew, and their ſmall- 
beer is given out by allowance. They have butter, cheeſe, 
tions as are ſufficient, and it is zemarkable that moſt of the 
women in the houſe grow fat with a diet ſo much more regu- 
lar, ccc 
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On prayer. 
LETTER X. 
To the ſame. 


of the conduct neceſſary to be obſerved in your pre- 
ſent fituation : and | hope, if you have your own happi- 

nefs at heart, my labor will not be loft. / 
To form a true judgment of ourſelves, we ſhould con- 
ſtantly attend to the motions of our own hearts, nor even 
leave ourſelves anguarded. There is a lurking ſpirit within 
us, which is ever watchful of all opportunities, of diverting 
our thoughts from the true objects of our happineſs ; not 
only preventing our thinking of what we ſhould think. 
far from us. There is no method of encountering this 
_ buſy ſpirit ſo well as by proper words, the repetition of 
| therefore -entreat you to learn ſuch prayers, cjaculations, 
and piaus fobloguys, as may be ready at your tongue's 
end, on every occaſion. Happy would it be for man- 
Eind, if this fimple rule were well obſerved: it would 
be as a fortreſs to the ſoul, and a preparation for its de- 
fence in all dangers. We muſt karn how to think as 
occaſions ariſe ; and we have no leſs authority than 
Z the 


— 
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the Son of Ged himſelf, that we fbould alſo learn how ts 
prop. 

It is an eſſential part of the iſcipline of the houſe, that 
beſides the devotion of the chapel, the ſuperior of the ward 
ſhould proy aloud, for a ſhort tinie, to thoſe under 
her care, juſt before they go to reſt: and as fleep is 
an image of death, my advice is, that you always fa- 
miliarize death to your mind when you retire to fleep. 
Aſt. your own heart if you are ready, if fo it ſhould 
pleaſe heaven; for whether it be ſleeping or waking, in 
the night or day, in your full ſenſes, or deprived of them; 
die you muſt, and no time is fo proper to think of it ar- 
tentively * as when we are about to ſleep. If we are thus 
prepared to die, of conſequence we cannot be ſurprized ; 
fo far from creating any gloamineſs of mind, every thing 

will be joyful ; ſince even death itſelf will be robbed of 
all its arrows, and appear as a friend: you will rehfb 
every mi you cat, and there will be no. butter min- 

ture of fear in your cup. To know how prajer will ope- 

rate on the mind, in this important inftance, can only be 
diſecvered by the experiment: but we may be morally cer- 
tain of the ſucceſs if we i. 

The! realps and exppojence give = fufeiqnt exiunce of 
our own preſent wretchedneſs and indigence, the conſideration 


% of the :mmartality of the foul ſeems to be the frongeft motive 
2 Bey La 4 alu ef he 


* See thoughts on death, vol. 1, page 124. 
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have an end, yet we know enough of preſent happineſs to 


ſeek it at the hazard of &fe; and language fails in the ex- 
preſſion of the preſent miſery which we often ſuffer : and to 
believe in a future ſtate, and yet divide the preſent life from 


it, is an abſurdity in terms. Man in his beſt condition, 


without hopes beyond the preſent moment, is a wretched maſs 


of contradiftion, fince it is a part of his very nature, to 


think; and to hope for ſome diftant good. But it has 


been well obſerved, that if we never acknowledge the 


hald of God, we in effeft deny that we receive them from 
him ; and if we do not petition him for a ſupply of our 
wants, we either deny thoſe wants, or his power of help- 
ing us. If,” fays an ingenious author, “ I ſhould 
« never pray to Gad, nor werſhep him, ſuch a total omiſ- 


« fion would be equivalent to this affertion, there :s 10 


6c nr And if I neg- 


JJ. „ 


not directiy proclaim the ſame abſurdity, yet it 
<« proof that I am indifferent about it: Das 
« worſhip God after this manner, is only to worſhip 
«© him accidentally; which is to declare it as an accident 
«© that he is worſhipped at all; and this alſo approaches 


„1 inſignificant, and of no effeR.” 


64 to a total neglect. Beſides, ſuch a ſparing and anfre- 
<« quent worſhip of the deity berrays ſuch an habitual a,. 
i regard of him, as mult needs render every religious 


| Nothing can be more apparent than the bur r 
OF PRAYER * morning 
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ang evening ; and thoſe who have a deep ſenſe of religion 


will find it a very familiar tafk, if they ſend up a ſhort 
prayer at non day. Some have better opportunity for this 
than others, from their ſituation in life; but every one 
may pauſe, for half a minute, without injury to the buſi- 
neſs of the world, or the imputation of extbuſiaſn. 

To pray with the ander/fanding, as well as the tongue, 
we never refer ourſelves to him, but in a mere formal in- 


hardly that? « The ſacrifice of the wicked is an abomina- 


« tien to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his de- 
« Abt.“ | 

wicked, are yet fo careleſs, and ſo unaccuſtomed to pray 
in private, that they hardly think it an eſſential part of 
about which be ought. to be ſerious, it muſt be in his 
addreſſes to the Cod of hfe, on whom his preſent and ever- 
lafting happineſs depends. Whilſt the whole hoſts of 
heaven are ſinging hullalajabs to their great creator: whilft 
the heavens rejoice, and all animate nature ſmiles with 
| gladueſs, ſhall man be m? Shall he content himſelf 
with an indolent paſſoue belief of a Gad, and dependance 
on his Providence; or make uſe of all proper opportuni- 
ties, to ſhew the impreffion which this belief makes on his 
mind? The integrity of our words and aftia do indeed 
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ſanctify our lives, and is is an excellent preparative for 
prayer if we live well, it is probable we ſhall proy well; 
but if we pray ill, or not at all, how will our I long 
reckoning ftand ? how will it be perplexed with errors, 
omiſſions, and wilful faults! If we do not account often 
pear at the bar of a judge, whoſe ibm and jaſlice are 
infinite, and who requires the improvement of our talents ? 
And ſurely the nobleſt talent committed to us, is the power, 
of addrefling our ſupplications to the Almighty ! 

« Keep thy fout when thou goeft into the houſe of God, 
and be more ready to hear than to give the ſacrifice of 
<6 fools, for they confider not that they di evil.” The preacher 
immediately explains himſelf by adding, Be not rofþ 
« with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to utter any 
«* thing before Gad, for God is in heaven, and thou upon 
« earth, therefore let thy words be few.” Never dare to 
kneel before your maker in a triſſing manner. The ad- 
monition, <* xot to utter any thing,” muſt needs imply a 
direction to make a good choice of words, as tuell as ſenti- 


form of prayer. From a fond opinion of praying with 
the ſpirit, they are apt to pray without underflanding, or 
common ſenſe. J once heard a methodiſ# ſay, there was 
no occaſion of any form of prayer, to thoſe who had the 
new birth; and indeed it ſhould ſeem in general that hu- 
man nature muſt be changed before the common race of 


poſed, and equally well adapted to one perſan, as to 2 
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mortals will be able to addreſs their maker properly, with- 
out a form of prayer; and the Son of God himlelf has 
recommended a form. You will find in the common b- 


turgy of our church the prayers are moſt admirably com- 


congregation. It ſeems impoſſible to make prayers 
without figures drawn from ſenſe ; but when theſe are 
ſcriptural, and applied with judgment, without leaning too 
much to the hyperbolical ſtrain, they are generally the 
moſt etcemable + and in this particular, there is a peculiar 
dignity and fomplicity in our liturgy. 

So far from all forms being uſeleſs, 1 apprehend that great 
aſſiſtance is to be drawn in public prayer, from keeping the 
eye generally fixed on the book: this will prevent its wan- 
dering to other objects; our recollection of what we are 
about, will be the ſtronger: it will check the imagination, 
and help to drive from our minds ideas of things foreign 
to our prayers. The book alſo helps us very much, to 
make the reſponſes regularly. In public we are afliſted 
by the joint fupplications of others; whilſt the place adds 
a ſanctity to the deed, and the zmcenſe derives a peculiar 
favor, which muſt be the more acceptable at the throne 
of heaven. 

If you wa oe. 
 cerity, meditate a little, before you fall down before him, 
and riſe up before you have Ig yourſelf in abſence. If after 
ſaying your prayers in private you are conſcious that you for- 
got yourſelf, and only ſaid them, not prayed; rouſe your at- 
tention ; rally the powers of your mind; return to your 

duty, 
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duty, and diſcharge it well, tho' it were but for haf a mi- 
nute. There are not many perſons who can be attentive 
to prayer, for any long time g but a habit of inattention, in 
this inſtance, is abominable ; it converts an infirmity into 
wickedneſs. Y ou will find that attention depends on habit; 
alſo on time and ſeaſen, that we be free from interruption 
or intra of any kind: it depends likewiſe, in ſome 
meaſure, on maturity of age, alſo on temperance, and 
| ſomething alſo on health and confitution ; but above all, on 
4 good mind. 

e e 
attentive to them yourſelf, can you think that God will 
be attentive to them? Will they not be the ſacrifice of 
Fools, or the mere breath of your noſtrils, in the ſight 
ſhipped in ſperit and in truth? but he knoweth whereof 
therefore deliberate ; let not your tongue out- run your 
thoughts, but attend to the ſenſe of your words. For the 
fame reaſon moderate the warmth of your paſſions : wor- 
neſs are certainly conſiſtent, but tranſport weakens, and 
= „% 
— | 

* Out bf UIESs: 
———— — F they 
pray in company, or in a congregation. 
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There is a meaſure in all things; you can hardly be 


ants e ot eee eee 
pint of heart. 

Where the memory is defective, the uſe of a book is 
of great conſequence, even in private prayer ; but young 
If you ſhould have occaſion, at any time, to pray aloud 
preſſion, and where to lay the proper emphaſis. You may 
do more eſſential ſervice to the hearts of your audience 
in @ minute, than is frequently done in an howr. And 
it is as neceſſary to pray with a true cadence, as to 
| the ſound of words, as to /ing with 4 true harmony. It 
is with reading and pr, as it is with awyfic; our cars 
are offended when there is zo harmony. A right under- 
ftanding of aur ſubject, joined to attention, naturally lead 
to juſtneſs in the ſound of words; as juſtneſs in found, 
leads to a true ſenſe. You have often heard a manner of 
the piety of an angel; and another manner, which makes 
us apt to forget w» whom wocm alibaſing curtidres, if 
it does no worſe. 

bs av d a nectar 
foul, we muſt glorify Gad in both. Nor indeed ought we 
to enter the houſe of God, I mean for public prayer, with 
bows and courtefies to each other ; but with a mind im- 
ploring his boy Spirit to belp our inf. 
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In hearing the ſcriptures read, or 2 ſermon preached, 
apply them as cloſely to yourſelf, as if they related to ns 
other perſon, and treaſure up what is faid in your heart 
and memory. 

Tis a great misfortune, I think, that in our churches 
| more care is not taken about the harmony and devotional 
part of pſalm finging, though in numerous inftances it is 
of the utmoſt conſequence, particularly with reſpect to a 
great part of the common people: let your wrderflanding 
and your heart regulate the mufic of your voice, that your 
ſpirit, as well as your tongue, may rejoice. 

In recerving the ſacrament remember what you ſhould at 


no time forget ; but now particularly call ts mind the 


rate; and with whom you enter into a new compact to 


| obey his precepts, And if he loved us, even unto death, 
what ought to be the warmth of our charity to our fellow- 
creatuses, on this occaſion ! 


In repeating your creed, obſerve what it is you profeſs 


to believe; and occafionally ſtudy and contemplate every 
article of it, that you may always act as if you believe, 
what you declare fo often in the houſe of God, and in the 
preſence of yozr Maker, that you do believe. 

Incloſed I fend you a little book entitled, Directions for 


a devout and decent behaviour at church, which is ſimple, 


and well digeſted : alſo a TABLE pointing out the ſe- 


veral ſubjects of the church prayers and the pſalms. For 
want of theſe affiftances I believe many have but con- 


| fuſed ideas of the book they read, and out of which they 
— 
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pray, from their childhood to the grave, and ofien die 


without this exammatzon, though it is obvious enough; 
and certainly this method enhances the value of the book 


which hardly deſerve the name of prayers ; likewiſe ſome 
tural, you may call them prayers, if you pleaſe, and uſe 
them as you may find m proper. We find ſo many good 
prayers, made to our hands, in the common liturgy, that 
we need be the leſs concerned about others, except for 


provided. Let me entreat you to conſider well the great 
merit of our liturgy ; and to ſtudy it in the manner the 
table, above mentioned, will enable you to do; and what 
is I ſuppoſe in this reſpect right for you, in the AMagda- 
lane houſe, n 
perſon in any other hauſe. Farewel. 


DI 
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DIRECTIONS 


FOR A 


— and Decent Behaviour 


IN THE | 
PuzLic Worsnre of GOD. 
8 fent with Letter XIII. 

L 


HERE are too many call themſelves chriſtians, 
who come not to church at all, or very ſeldom, 
notwithſtanding our religion, and the laws of our country, 
require of us to worſhip God in public. And even of 


thoſe who do come, we find many behaving themſelves 
in 2 careleſs manner, as if the worſhip of G6oD were 


either not the buſineſs they came about, or not worth 


minding.—Some fit all the time of prayers, contrary to 


lazy and irreverent poſtures, as ſhew they have no ſenſe 
of their duty; no awe on their minds; no reverence for 


ſelves ts ſeep, or trifle away the time in thinking of their 


_ congregation, or keep talking and whiſpering with their 


* Sold by Mr. Dodd in Aue Mary Lane. The above is altered 
in ſome parts from the book ſeld. 5 
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flowing dnn, are earvetly recommended w their 
conſideration and practice. F; 


Fu then, have a conſcientious regard to this advice 


of Solomon, (to whom GoD gave a wiſe and underflanding 
| heart) Keep thy fret when thau greft to the houſe of co 
and ſo look to every ſtep you take in your approach to 
mind ; as will bf? up your ſoul unto him, under an awful 


and juſt ſenſe of his divine maje/ly and perfettions ; and 


Remember, that as con is a ſpirit, your worſhip of 
him muſt be ſpiritual and reaſonable, ſincere and pure. 
It muſt flow from a divine and heavenly frame of mind. 
But as the whole man conſiſts of body and foul! together, 
you muſt glorify him in both ; and, conſidering their na- 
tural union and f, you muſt take ſuch heed to 


every geſture and poſture of your body, as that they may 
be ſuch as will beſt expreſs your humility, reverence, and 
 carneſtneſs, and keep up ſuitable thoughts and affeQions 


in your ſoul, Therefore you will conclude, that a hnee!- 
ing poffture is moſt proper; being that which nature ſeems 
to dictate, in ſolems aderations and humble confeſſions, 
even without an expreſs call for it, from the inſpired Pfal- 
miſt, who fays, O come, let ws worſhip, and fall dun, 
and Insul before the Lord our Mater. 


Secondly, If you are thus prepared to worſhip GoD in 
ſpirit and in truth, you will go early to his houſe, fo as 
INC 
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mine inſirmities, and diſpoſe my heart to the moſt ſincere 


Fd 


[ 350 ] 
w be there at the very beginning of the ſervice : fince 
the ſame obligation lies upon you to attend every part of 
his public worſhip, as to come to church at all. If you 
miſs the beginning of it, you loſe the opportunity of con- 
feſſng your fins, and the comfort of hearing your pardon 


declared and pronounced to you; and by coming late, 


you diſturb the congregation to make way for you. Take 
care alſo not to leave the church, without great neceſſity, 


| cludes the whole ſervice; for if you go out before, you 


will ſhow a bad example and ſeem to deſpiſe the bleſſing ; 


and if you do fo, you cannot expect the grace and peace of 


GOD ſhould go along with you. 
Thody, Heing > convenient epprrtunity, aker your 
entrance into the church, fall down upon your knees in 


private prayer to GOD, for the affiſtance of his Spirit in 


thoſe ſolemn duties of religion you come to perform, in 
ſome proper words, as, O Lord let thy holy Spirit help 


devotion, that I may improve this opportunity to the 
honor of thy name, and the benefit of my foul, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his fake.” It is thus you will be led to con- 
fider him as obſerving what you think, as well as what 
you ſay and do; and take care that the imad diſpoſi- 
be ſuch as becometh, not only the holineſs and worſhip of 
bis houſe, but alſo his more immediate preſence. 

When you pray fix your t ts wholly upon cop, 
e your mind from all 
worldly 
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werldly concerns; keep your eyes from wandring, d 


In Thankſgiving, I 
Imprint upon your heart a juſt and lively ſenſe of the © © 
goodneſs and loving kindneſs of God to yourſelf, and to all 
men; „ ee e ee eee 
is, * 


nns be not only attentive 
to it, but inwardly digeſt it, by applying to your own 
conſcience its general admonitions, reproefs, or exhortations ; 
and by treaſuring up in your memory its precepts and ex- 
anytts, is frame and e the conſtant and 


— 
meledy of your voice, that fo your heart may be no lef: 
filled with grace, than your tongue with joy. | 


bn receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
| Remember abrays the excenting great love of our 
„ „ WOT os nf Ge bow 
wed. ne lien, 2 
draw near to receive it with faith, with a penitent and obe- 
dient heart, in love and charity with all mankind, and with 
a determined reſolution to forfake thoſe fins which brought 


. | 
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him even to the death upon the croſs ; which will like+ 
wiſe engage you to ſerve him in true holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs all the days of your life, | 
But beſides theſe general directions for the public war- 
ſhip of con, are others which particularly concern 
a devout and proper uſe of the book of common prayer ap- 
pointed by the church of England : and which will re- 
”_ you WO CN > 0 and the 
lr of every part in that ſeywace. 


| The Sentences. 
New te Galt ding Gran by Be mb bs 
ſome ſentences out of the holy ſcriptures. Hearken dili- 
gently to theſe, and conſider them as ſpoken at firſt by 
the inſpiration or command of Gon himſelf, and now re- 
peated by his miniſter, to put you in mind of ſomething 
which HE would have you believe or ds. For they are 
ſuch ſentences as not only bring our fins to our remem- 
| brance, but alſo His promiſes of pardon and forgiveneſs, if 
we do repent; that ſo we may worſhip him with that 
reverence and godly fear, which becomes thoſe who are 


| ſenſible of their own /infidueſs and wnmworthineſs to ap- 


lieve that upon their repentance he will pardon and ac- 


+. vans 


. 


Then follows a folemn exhortation. Now while this 
is reading (which is the miniſter's part alone, and not to be 


tice of every word and expreſſion in it, as contrived on pur- 
poſe to prepare you for the warfiip of cob, by polleſ- 
ſing your mind with 2 due ſenſe of his ſpecial preſence, 
and of the great ends of your coming before him at this 
time ; which will compoſe your thoughts for that part 
of the ſervice which follows next ; I mean, an humble 
confeſſton of your ſins. | 


The caffe. 

| But here, while you are confuſſing to ooh with your 
month, and repeating ſentence. by ſentence after the mi. 
niſter, be fare to. do the fam“ in your ler; calling to 
mind, as many as you can, of thoſe particular fins which | 
you have been guilty of z cither by den what you ought 

not to do, or not doing what you ought ; ſo as to be heartily 
ſorry for them, and ftedfaftly to reſolve againſt them for 


** ſands up, and in the name of don : 
Aa de- 


ö 
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declares and pronounces pardon and forgiveneſs to all that 
tru repent and unfeignedy believe his holy goſpel. — 
Sa you are to 
hearken to it with perfect filence, not reading or repcat- 
ing it along with the miniſter, as many ignorant or un- 
thinking people do; for it is the miniſter's duty alone to 
make this declaration, ings docket” kb 3h 
ha reſet gle tak 6 nutty ts WE 
to himſelf, ſo far as to be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind, that if, after an unfeigned and unſhaken belief in 
Chriſt, he doth really and heartily repent, he will be diſ- 
charged and abſcslved from all the fins he had before 
committed, as certainly as if CoD himſelf had declared 
it with his own mouth, fince his miniſter has done it in 
1 d by His patver. 


The Laras Prayer. 
What follows is the Lord's Prayer, in which the whole 


abſolved from our fins, through a faith that worketh true 
repentance, we, as reconciled unto 60D through his Son, 
may have ſuch boldneſs and acceſs to the throne of divine 
grace, as by the Spirit of adoption to cry out, Abba, Father, 
in the very form he taught us to pray; faying, Our 
Father, wyhich art in heaven, &c. 
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Preparation for praiſing GOD. 


This done, we are to lift up our hearts to con in this 
petition of his miniſter for his grace; O Lord, open thou 
our lips; to which the anſwer is, what it ought to be, 
Thus the miniſter again, O God, make ſpeed to ſave us; 
che people, O Lord, make haſte to help us. Then imme- 
diately ſtanding up, we put ourſelves into a poſture of 
giuing praiſe to the one, living, and true GOD, the King 
of kings, the Lord of ld. For which purpoſe the mini- 
ſtier firſt fays, Glory be to the Father, &c. the people, to 

n 
e e. people ting The bn. 
be prasfed. 


The Pſalms and Hymns. | 

We go on accordingly to praiſe him, by faying or fing- 
ing the ninety-fifth ”/aim ; and then the Pſalms appointed 
for the day. After every one of which we teſtify that it 
is the ſame divine Being, three perſons, and ONE GOD, in 
of in the Fewiſh church, who is ſtill praiſed and worſhip- 
ped in the chriftian church, and accordingly we repeat - 
| that incomparable hymn, Glory be to the Father, &c. 


Now while you, together with the miniſter, are re- 


peating theſe Pſalms, and this, or the other Hymns, that 
Aa 2 are 
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are uſed in different places of the ſervice to the honor 
and glory of GoD ; obſerve the minifter”s part, as well as 
your wn, and lift up your heart, together with your 
voice, in acknowledging, magnifying, and praiſing the infi- 
nite wi/dom, and power, and goodneſs, and glory of the moſt 
High Gad in all his works, the woanders that he has done, 
among the zeſt. And in doing this you fand up; not 
only to ſignify, but to forward the lifting up of your mind 
at the ſame time. Tar nee 
be already lifted up, to contemplate and praiſe Co, our 
bodies will naturally riſe in that erect poſture, which is 
natural to, and moſt becometh man; ſo on the other 
hand, the raiſing up of cur bodies helps towards the raiſing 
up of our ſouls, by putting us in mind of that high and 
Feavenly work we are ow} Wh ant oor 
r.... elated and a 
blejjed company for evermere. 


The Scriptures read. 


When God's word is in reading, in either of the 
chapters, whether of the Old or New Teſtament, re- 
ceive it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of cop, which effeftually wworketh in them that be- 
liede : and therefore hearken to it with the fame atten- 
tian, reverence, and faith, as you would have done, if 
you had ſtood by mount Sinai, when 60D proclaimed the 
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law, or by our Saviewr's fide, when he publiſhed the go- 
fel. But remember alſo, that you hear in order to prec- 
%; that you be @ dier of the word, not a hearer only, 
dacei uing your ownſelf. Obſerve in thoſe parts of ſcrip- 
ture that are read to you, what fins almighty Cop 
there warns you againſt ; what duties he there reguires 
you to perform; what ductrines he there teaches you; 
and be ſure that when you go home, you think of them, 
and live accordingly. | 
Flymns after the Leſſms and Creed. 


As ſoon as the firſt leſſn is read, and again after the 
ſecond, we renew our devout praiſes to GOD in certain 
heart and voice we all repeat the creed, to ſignify and de- 
clare. our aſſent to, and firm belief of the whole ſcrip- 
tures, but eſpecially of the goſpel of Chri/t. 

Many ignorant pcople ſeem to take the creed to be a 
prayer, and repeat it as ſuch; which is a very groſs miſ- 
take. It is not a prayer, but only a ſolemn achnowledg- 
ment and profeſſion of our faith, or what we believe as 
_ chriſtians. And by repeating it here, we do, in the face 
of the congregation, profeſs ourſelves. to continue in the 
number of Chriſt's diſciples : and that as we were at firſt 
baptized, ſo we ſtill believe in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, one Son, bleſſed for ever! And this 
alſo we do ftanding, to ſignify our readineſs to defend this 
faith to the utmoſt of our power, againſt all oppoſition 

Aa 3 5 what 
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every article as you pronounce it, that you be not found 


diſſemblers and hypocrites in the fight of CoD: and 


when you ſtand up to repeat the creed, let it be your 
ſerious purpoſe to continue in that good profeſſion, and 
to ſtand by it, and hl it faſt without wavering, un- 
ne hc pe naar do 
to fuller for it. 


nne 


ee e etal 
preſent our petitions unto op. But ſeeing that neither 
minjfter nor perple can poſſibly do it aright, without the 
grace and affiſtance of 60D himſelf; the miniſter firſt 
prays for his ſpecial preſence with the people, ſaying, 
The LORD be with YOU ; and they put up the fame pe- 


- tition for the miniſter, anſwering him, And with TH 
ſpirit. Upon which they all immediately adore him, and 


beg for mercy from each perfon of the bleſſed Trinity, 
ſaying, Lord, have mercy upen us! Chrift, have mercy 
won us Lord, have mercy upon us! And having again 
addreſſed ourſelves to Go in that moſt perſect form 
which Chriſt himſelf hath taught us, the Lord's Prayer, 
the miniſter and people by turns, lift up their hearts to 


GOD in fome ſhort and devout ejaculabions; ſtriving, as it 


were, to outvie each other, in prevailing with the Almighty 
to pour down his bleſſings upon us. Then in an hum- 
dle and ſolemn manner we join together in 


Joint 
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Joint Prayers or Callefts, 
tioning the divine majeſty for his grace and favour, 
| the king, for the royal family, for the church, for our- 
ſelves, and for all mankind. This we ordinazjly do in 
the call& appointed for that purpoſe ; but upon IV duc 
day, Friday, and the Lord's-day morning, we do it in the 
Ltany ; and in ſuch a litany as comprehends all and every 
thing that we need to defire of almighty GoD, either for 
ourſelves or others. 


: * 
* 


While theſe prayers are reading, we ought devoutly 
to continue upon our knees; not fitting, or in any other 
flothful poſture, as too many profanely and irreverently 
do. See therefore, that as you come to church to pray 
to GoD, you do it in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn man- 
ner which becomes creatures, when they ſpeak to their 
great and almighty Creater. And although you ought not 
to repeat the prayers aloud, to the diſturbance of other 
people, yet you muſt repeat them in a whiſper, and 
| from one prayer to another, and from one part of 
each prayer to the other, all along, with attention to 
the ſenſe of every word, and aſfectians ſuitable to the 
matter; humbly adoring and admiring con, accord- 

Aa 4 ing 
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ing to the names, properties, and works which are attri- 
buted to him at the beginning of each prayer ; carmel 
defiring the good things which are aſked of him, in the 
bedy of it, for yourſelves or others; and ſtedfaſtly believ- 
ing in the merits and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt for your 
obtaining of them when he is named, as he always is at 
the end of every prayer, except that of St. Chryſoffom, 
which is directed immediately to Chriſt himſelf. At the 
concluſion of every collect, you are alſo to teſtify your 
_ fincere joining in it, and your earneſt deſire of a ſhare in 
the bleſſings prayed for, by a folemn Amen, which fig- 
nifies go be it, or Thus I heartily pray God it may be. 


Anſwers in the Litany. 


In the litany, the affent is ſignified by the anſluers 
which the people are directed to make in their proper 
places, as, Good Lord, deliver us! that is, deliver us from 
thoſe fins, or other evils, which the miniſter has juſt be- 
fore mentioned. We beſeech thee ta hear us, good Lord ! 
juſt now recommended to our defires. By theſe we ex- 
preſly, and more at large make the ſeveral petitions, re- 
to Go. 


And having thus in the collects, or litany, prayed for 
all neceflary bleflings for ourſelves and athers, it is but fit 


I we 
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received; and give thanks, not only in behalf of ourſelves, 
but according to the apoſtle's direction, for all mankind ; 
which we do, towards the end of the ſervice, in the ge- 
neral thankſgruing. Here, if you have any ſpecial or par- 

ticular mercy to bleſs co for, upon your own account, 
gratefully remember it, and ſecretly in your heart return 
your praiſes for it, when you come to that paſſage, Thy 
| goodneſs and Irving - kindneſs to us and to all men. But fiir 
up yourſelf with fervency, when you praiſe him for his 
ineſlimable Iove in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jules Chrifh, for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. For as theſe are the greateſt bleſſings he could be- 
ſtow upon us, the thankful acknowledgment of them is 
one of the chief ends of our coming together thus in chri- 
ſtian aſſemblies. Therefore not only heartily pray, but 
fincerely reſolve and endeavour to ſhew your ſenſe of theſe, 
as of all other mercies, by an holy and obedient life. 


Aſter this general thankſgiving, we have the prayer of 
St. Chryſoftom ; and then the miniſter alone concludes 
with The grace of aur Lord Feſus Chrift, &c. In which 
prayer is comprehended all we have deſired, or can de- 
fire, to make us completely happy both now and for 


THE 
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THE COMMUNION SERVICE. 


But upon Sundays and holidays we proceed to the com- 
munion ſervice, to that part of it at leaſt which our church 
 enjoins to be uſed on ſuch days, though there be no ac- 
tual communion. Now in the prayers here, the fame 
temper and devotion is to govern you, as in thoſe before 
put up; the ſame reverence and attention when the ep:- 
files and goſpels are read, as when the other ſcriptures 
(the ff and ſecond leflons) are in reading; the ſame faith, 
and holy zeal and courage, when the creeds are repeated. 


But what is moſt particular in the communion ſervice 
is, that the ten cammandments are ſolemnly read by the mi- 
niſter ; and to expreſs the greater authority, as pronoun- 
eing them in the name of cop, he does it fanding. The 
congregation in the mean time is to continue tneeling ; 
not that the commandments are a prayer, as fome weak 
people fancy them to be; vor aged they be repeated 


after the miniſter, as many do, but becauſe it is with © 


2 peculiar reverence that we ought to hear this awful de- 
caration and ſummary f G' will, and of aur duty, in 
„. and becauſe that at the 
end of each commandment, our church has piouſſy di- 
rected us to beg the mercy of GOD, in pardoning what 
we have been guilty of aginſt the rule of that command 
ment, and his grace to keep it better for the future, in 
theſe 
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theſe words, Lord, have mercy mpon ns, and incline our 
hearts to keep this law; which being a prayer, ought to 
be humbly offered upon our knees. Be very ſerious 
therefore when the cammanuments are read; and think, as 
the miniſter goes along, in every one of them, whether you 


ſomething contrary to that commandment, (for in many 


_ dip ev alefin;, mtnaiitath es) Antans- 


| ingly, when you join with the reſt of the congregation, 


beg pardon of GOD with a deep and true repentance; and, 


whether your conſcience accuſe you or not, be ſerious and 


in earneſt when you beg of co to incline your heart to 
keep that article of his law, and to write the whole upon 


it more effectually. 


The Bleſſing at the end of the Communion Service. 


This part of the ſervice concludes with a bleſſing, (to 


be pronounced by the miniſter alone, and not to be re- 
peated after him) which is in theſe words ; The peace of 
con, which paſſes all underſtanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and laue of GOD, and of his Son 
Feſus Chrift our LORD; and the bleſſing of 60D Almughty, 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be among ſ you 


and remain with you always. Amen. 
| Aker the bleſſing, it may be fit to continue fill fo 
GOD ts forks vhur be hes few ens bo you, hve yoo 

2 came 


have not offended cop by thought, word, or deed, in 
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and to accept of the praiſes, which you have now offer- 


N 
22 — TD 


After the Service is ended. 


attending thee in thy houſe and ſervice. 
c Amen.” 


AN 


Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, for this opportunity of | 
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AN ALPHABETICAL T4317 


* 


Of the weekly collefts in the book of Common-yroyer, aa, 
| their proper bead; alſo of the ſeveral ſubjefts of the 
Duales. 


2 PRAYERS ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS. 


Collefts for the 3d Sunday after Epiphany, 8th 
after Trinity, 1 5th in Lent. | 
Calla for St. Michael. 
qu for the rit Sunday in Lent. 
The imitations of him. Calle&?s for the next 
| Sunday before Eafter, and ad after Eafter. 
Benefit of his death. Calle? for the An- 
Church. = Collefts for the 5th Sunday after Epiphany, 3d 
| after Eaſler, St. John Evangeli/t, and the 
„ „ —=K@ —  * Calle for St. Simon and St. 
Fude, | 
- © Peace of it. Calledss for the 5th, 16th, and 
22d Sundays after Trinity. | 
| Comfort. Cubas for the Sunday after the Aſcenſion. 4 
Contrition. Calleft for Aſh-Wedneſday. 
Covetouſueſs. Collett for St. Matthew's day. 
Courage, Calle®t for St. Jobn Baptiſt. 
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For deliverance from them. Collact for the 
3d Sunday in Lent. 
That we may follow the example of Chriſt. 
Clas for the Sundey next before Eaſter, 
and the 2d after Eaffer Sunday. 
cam for Trinity Sunday, St. Themes, St. 
Mark, and 14th Sunday after Trinity. 
Grace. Grace and aſſiſtance in our chriſtian courſe. 
Cu the 4th in Advent, 2d in Lent, 
e 
aſter Trinity. 
Heaven. For heavenly deſires. Colle for Aſcenfon-doy. 
For the enjoyment of Gon in heaven. Cal- 
Tat fox Epiphany, oth Sandy after Epi- 
Phan, and the Sunday after Aſcenſion. 
Humility. Callet for the Sunday before Eaſter. 


Illumination, Or a right judemene in all things. Calles 
for Whitſunday, uſt Si alter Epiphany, 
and gth after Trinity. 


Judgment. For deliverance from judgments. Calle for 
Septuagefima, Sexageſuna, and the 4th Sen- 
d in Lr. 3 

Love. Love of God and his laws. Calleds for\ the 
T 41b Sunday ber Bale, bb, 7th, aud 


after Trinity. 
. . > Love andchacity. Callas for Quinquageſang 
AMinifters. For fitneſs of miniſters. Calles for St. Mar- 
thias, | 


Miniſters. 
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Miniſters. That they may be diligent. Collett for 8. 
Peter's day. 
0 8 
for the 3d Swnday in Advent. - 
Martification. Celled?s for the Circumcifion and Eafter-eve. 
Obedience. That we may obey and follow the doctrine 
7, of the apoſtles. Collefts for the Converſion 
ol St. Paul, and St. Jubn Baptiſt. 
Prayer. For the acceptance of our prayers. Calle# 
for the roth Sunday after Trinity. 
Providence. Prayers for protection by God's providence. 
Callecłs for the 2d, 3d, 4th and 20th dun- 
days after Trinity. = 
Pury. A prayer for purity of heart. Callact for the 
| Regeneration. A prayer for it. Calle#? for Chriſtmas-day. 


> 


Caller for the 7th Sunday after Trinity. 
Saints, = Prayers for the imitation of them. Calla 
for Junocents-day, St. Stephen, St. Philip, 
St. James, St. John Baptiſt, and All Saints. 
Scripture. A prayer before reading the ſcripture. Ce/- 
left for the 2d Sunday in Advent. 
Sin. Prayers for converſion from fin. Calle#s for 


the 1ſt Sunday in Advent, the 1 after 
aller, St. Andrew, St. James, and St. 
For pardon 3 Callefts for the 12th, 21ſt and 24th Sundays 

of Sin. after Trinity. 
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5 8 
Prayers for 
— Callacts for the 19th Sunday after Trinity, 
and 5th after after. 3 
for from, _ 
— deliverance 2 
n 5 * 1 
n Arne da 
wte 5th Sunday after Eaſter. 1 
Unkelievers. for Jews, Turks, Infidels 
pg rs = 
. — 
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dn after Trinity. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 


| Of the occaſion and deſign of the Ha of David, mich 
may ſerve in the private uſe of that dining book, as gn help 
to find out ſuch Naum. as may fuit the general ax parti- 
27 


A of the Pſahns are prayers compoſed when David, or 
fame other prophetic author was expoſed to great danger ar 
affection ; ang therefore flies to Gul as his only beld in time 
of need, implores his mercy, the garden of fins, or defruer- 
ance from dangers and afflidtions. Many are Pfabns of 
thanhfgving for mercies reced * Jang are dofgned ts , 
play the attributes and yer fettions of Ged, while others con- © 
vey to us the myft uſeful moral inflrudtions. Loft, ſome 
of the Pains os n, and ons fea guru. 


> PRAYERS. 


1. Prayers for pardow of fin. 

Fam 6, 25, 38, 51, 130. 

=. His ets ae defended 
. of an opportunity of the public exerciſe of religigg. 
Pals 42, 43, 63, 84- 

Ul. Prayers wherein the PE! ſeams Srrgwely de- 

pond, Goh ne: tally Gives of cxntiltien, wp- 

der his afflitions. 

Pſalms 13, 22, 69, 77, 88, 143- 

„„ Iv. 


b 1 ] - 
dts of b> cis Kin, and the upright- 


neſs of his cauſe. 


Halm 7, 17, 26, 35 
V. Prayers exprefling the firmeſt truſt and confidence 
in God under aflitions. 
Fab 3, 16, 27, 31s 54» 56, 57, 61, 62, 71, 86. 

Vi Rags cont wes Ge paige of Gul wen 
under affliftion or perſecution. \ 
Pſalms 44, 60, 74+ 75, 80, 83, 8g, 94, 10a, 123, 

137. 

l 5 

Da 4, 5 11, 28, 41. 35. 59> 64s 70, 109, 120, 
140, 141, 142. ; 

VII. Prayers of interceſſion. 

Palms 20, 67, 122, 132, M44- 


Pals or THANKSGIVING. 


I. Thankigiring for wee acute to particular 
perſons. 
Pſalms 9, 18, 21, 5. 30. 40. 25. 103, 208, 116, 
118, 138, 144. 
u Thnkigrigs br ccd tothe gu, 
in general. ah 
| Pſalms 46, 48, 65, 66, 68, 76, 81, 85, 98, 105, 
r 
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PSALMS OF PRAISE AND ADORATION, DISPLAYING 
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 


I. General acknowledgments of God's goodneſs and 
mercy, and particularly his care and protection of good 
men. 

Palms 23, 34» 36, 91, 100, 103. 107, 175, 127, 
145, 146. 

II. Palms diſplaying the power, majeſty, glory, and 
other attributes of the divine Being. 

\. Pſalms 8, 19, 24, 29» 33» 47> 30, 65, 66, 76, 77, 

93, 95, 96, 97, 99» 104, 111, 113, 114, 115, 
134, 139, 147, 148, 150. 


Ixs rRucrivx PSALMS. 


I. The different characters of good and bad men. 


The happineſs of the one, and the miſeries of the _ 
are repreſented in 
| Pſalms , 5. 7. 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, , 24s 25s 
u, 34, 36, 37, 50, 52, 53, 88, 73, 75, 84, 91, 
92, 94, 112, 119, 121, 125, 127, 128, 133. 
II. The excellence of God's law. 


Pſalms 19, 119. 

UL. The vanity of human life. 
Palms 39, 49, 90. 

IV. Advice to magiſtrates. 


Pſalms $2, 101. 


ds. V, 


3721 
V. The virtue of humility. 
Pſalm 131. * 


Proretv2Cas PSALMS. 
Pſalms 2, 16, 22, 40, 43, 68, 72, 87, 110, 7b. 
 HisToORICAL PSALMS. 


« Pſalms 78, 105, 106. 
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BEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS. 


1. 


Under a cenſeionſueſs of great M, , 


ſion on me, according to the bowels of thy mercy ! 
judgment with thy ſervant, bat let thy gdf cover my 
confuſton. Raiſe me up, O Lord, that I may no longer 
lie dad in fin ; but grant that I may ve, and ing, re- 
joice in thy name! Let me not wander into ffrange paths, 
but ſeeing my folly and my weakneſs, I may gain wiſ- 
dam and ſtrength ; and, by thy mighty grace afliſting, be- 


2. 


The fans 


O Lord, my Father, and my Ga: une Sn? delve 


thee, and am not worthy to be called thy child. I waſted 
che heavenly ſubſtance which thou gaveſt me; O relieve 


me with the riches of thy mercy. Open mine eyes, 


that I may behold the paths of rightroufneſs ! Set my heart 
at liberty from the bondage of ſin, that I may ſerve thee 
with a willing mind e and let the blood of my Redeemer 
purge away my offences! 


Bb 3 3 


2 
7 
. 
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3. 
The ſame. EP: 

| Almighty, I beſeech 
2 pray ern {amy oa 
ns i heart with gratitude 3 

5 OS © 
= Fae bod td 
ous Father. 8 ' 
. 
hoy — 
Fay maſts raged A: a 
— te nt 
may 


4- 
22 ME 
. | * . 
en , Sas a * 
ory O let my obedience obtain | 


;# his fake ! 
 giveneſs for Jeſus Chriſt his fake 


: : nine 4 T q | f | , 1 — | 
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Ifrael, and a Saviour in time of trouble O ſhew me thy 
mercy, for thy glories are wonderful. / Though my fins 
are more numerous than the hairs on my head, thou canſt 
waſh me clean. Be not a ffranger to my foul, O Lord, 
again, and be gracious unto me ! O ſatisfy me with thy 
mercy, that I may rejoice in thy name! Conlider the 
years in which I have ſuffered adverſity : and whilſt my 
eſh trembleth for fear of thee, and my ſpirit is afraid 
of thy judgments, O ftabliſh me according to thy graci- 
ous promiſes in the goſpel, that I may never be diſappoint- 
ed of my hope in Feſus Chriſt my Redeemer ! 
'C 
The ſame. 

O Lord Almighty, whoſe awful preſence patriarchs, | 
prophets, and ſaints were not able to approach: can I be 
worthy to life up mine eyes to heaven, or preſent myſelf 
before the majeffly of thy throne ! Thou art pure and 
haly, and wilt not juſtify a ſinner in tranigreſſions ! Suf- 
fer me not to be ſwallowed up of death, nor to become a 
child of perdition Thou art my Father, O con, and I 
am thy child: Thou art my Creator, and I am the work of 
thy hands. Remember my weakneſs, O LoKD, as well as 
my ſs; and let thy mercy ſuccor and preſerve me. 
be done away. _ Sy 
ee. 
Bb 4' 


Jo 


1761 
7. 
G aviti6nufy ens, who in compaſs ts thy pe- 
k# Wits of crit flow from my Nut Hes, that 
with here Heftentance I thay bewail my fort, and by trac 
feind, obtain of thee perfect Femiſſſon and forgiveneſs. 1 
zclnowledge the wickedneſs by which 1 have juſtly pro- 
yohed thy terath and ig mti. O aiake the remem- 
braviee of it grievous unto mie! Soften my ebdurate 
heart, O Lord, that truly ſenſible of iny offences, I may 
a5 truly ſerve and plcaſe thee in newneſs of life, through 
. 
For reſolution, ſincrrity and degendance on Gad. 

O crAciovs FATHER of mankind, behold thy ſin- 
ful creature! Without thee I can do nothing but in - 
without thee T cannot fue for pardon. How often have I 
been forry, and repented of my miſdeeds ; and how often 
have I again ranſerefſed again/t ther? Hew A, I lock 
up ts heaven O Lord of mercy, paar forth the abundance 
of thy mercies on my foul. Give me fxcerity of heart, p- 


right ententzons, and a fleacy purpoſe of mind; that jeeing wy 
Jos 1 may confajs them ; and confeſſg, be ufraid and 
aud to offend thee any more! O give me a form and 
Vigarous reſolution, that with ſtedfaſt faith I may behold 
„ befere thiy ere hid from 


"Mi Rs 


1 
| 
i 
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mine eyes for ever ! Grant this, O Lord of heaven, theo? 
the infinite compaſſion of thy dear Son | 
For choffity, in the fn of « great offender. | 


O bleſſed Feſus, lock down from the glories of thy 
throne, and behold me who am the price of thy blood ! 
Thou cameſt down from heaven to redeem that which 


was off, ſuffer not that to be loft again which thou haſt 
once redeemed. — I have been the temple of thy Spirit, O 
God of Iſrael! let not my pollutions defiroy me, but 


| fendlify me again to thy uſe. I am wearied with the 


burden of my fins, and my foul thirſteth after thee ; O 
kve for cyer ! 
10. 
| Fer the ſame. 
O thou everlaſting God, who haſt mereifully delivered 
me from the dominion of the prince of darkneſs, I now 
ſand before thy throne a monument of thy compaſiion ! 


Whom have I in heaven but thee, and what is there or 


earth to be compared to thy favor and protection Let 
not the fools vanity of attire, hor all the gaudy trappings 
of ſplendid infamy entice me into fin. Let no fond conceit 


lerſtanding; improve my reaſon; and ffrengthen my faith; 


that nothing may appear deficable in compariſon of a pure 


— — — __ —— 3 - oP 
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, and 2 peaceful conſeience. Thou, O Lord, art my 


Paas : thou art my anly ]“ in thee alone is pleaſure and 


tree ſatisfaftion, and all without thee is deluſion, miſery, 
27 


For the fame. 
Give me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, fuch a Ilie le- 
bit of mind, that whether ſecluded from a world of temp- 
N TI 3 wy 


rious name ! Grant me, 0 wuke Loi b » io 


due my ſpirit, to thy eaſy yoke, that I may offer up my 
Nes and praiſes to thee, with a pure, an humble, 
and a contrite heart; and finally be received into thy 


glory, through the mediation of my only Saviour and 
Redeemer. | 


12. 


For the ... 

en 
iniguity, have mercy on thy ſinful creature, who offereth 
up her prayers unto thee ! Chaſtiſe my imagination, and 
curb my wandering thoughts: let not deceive me, 
des from beaver. Purify my corrupt affetions, and re- 
new 2 right ſpirit within me. Waſh me thoroughly from 
tee my body become a ji bakitation of my immortal foul 
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— to my dawn, and give ce feenge to 
drive all wicked thoughts far from me; that religion may 
| become my delight, and obedience to thy laws, my comfort ! 
Send me thy helping grace, O Gad, for the fake of the 
| ſpotleſs ſoul of thy beloved Son, that no bad example may 
ſhake my purpoſe ; no wiles of Satan enſuare ; no foolifb 
fancy delude me into for but fo guide my ſteps, and arm 


me with reſolution, that I may die, rather than offend thee, | 


O thou tender father of mankind ! 


13- 


thy creatures ſhould periſh, forgive my rank offences ! 
With horror and confuſion I look back on the abominations 
of my paſt life Ho have I wandered from thy paths, 
and involved others in fin ! My fbameleſſneſs bath ren- 


dered me as a dg; and I have been accounted as ſpittle. 


Inſtead of being a tower againſt death to a virtuous man, 
I have been the contempt of the viczaus / Even they who 
have been partakers in mine iniguities, have ſpurned at me 


which thou haſt diſtinguiſhed thoſe who obey thy com- 
mandments !—Return, O mighty Lord of hoſts, return and 


drive mine enemies far from me. Be merciful to my fins ! 


2 „ 


Thou who wouldſt not, O merciful Lord, that any of 


— How have I departed from that grace and dignity with | 
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14. 
Far the fame. 
O Lord, and merciful Father, vo fepgnd act thee 


ears at the cries of the wretched, hear the fupplications 
which I make before thee ! Give me an humble and a con- 


trite ſpirit, that I may entertain no evil thought, nor dare 
to utter an indecent expreſſion. I ſhudder at the proſpect 
of my paſt life, O let me fly from every temptation which 
fubtleneſs of heart and contempt of ivy word and command- 
ments. The practices of deceit have returned into mine 
own boſom, and as it were by a dart ſtriken through my 
liver, I became a victim to fin and Satan! Reſcue me, 
O Lord, from the hands of mine enemies, that my ways 
may no longer lead me into the chambers of death, nor 
my heart decline into the paths of perdition! 


15. 
Fer the fame. 
O Eternal Gad, in whoſe fight nothing impure can 
ſtand, let my ſocial affections burn with a pure and lam- 
bent flame, but ſuffer not the blaze of luſt to confound 
me. Let not my ſincerity beguile, nor my tenderneſs pol- | 
Jute my heart. Give me a feady mind, O Lord! and 
| whatever my diſtreſs, or poverty ſhall be, remove from 
me every temptation which may involve my foul in fin: 
and give me reſolution to ſcorn that relief which is the 
Wages 
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wages of iniquity, and the price of perdition! What, O 
Lord, can I receive in exchange for my foul ! Let not 


the clan of the world weaken my abhorrence of fin. 


| Thou, O Lord, art the Ged of truth! O let me remem- 
ber the judgments which thou baft denounced againſt 
ſuch offences, that I may implore thy forgivengfs, and 
revere thy laws, through the int-rceflion of my bleſſed 
Redeemer | 5 

For the ſame. 

O moſt holy and merciful Lord, I have ſinned againſt 
thee, in that I have not reſiſted my irregular deſires. My 
thee: O give me thy grace ts return, that my reſalutians 
may be fulfilled, and mine iniguities be no more remem- 


the blood of my bid Saviour. Grant me that help 
which thou art more ready to give than I to oft, and have 


17. 
For meekneſs and purity of heart. & 


humble my ſoul in thy proſence ! Give me not a proud laat, 
3 | and 


| bered! Purify my ſpirit, and ani from it all feof and 
ted may be dane away, and my foul cleanſed, through 


O Father Almighty, and God of my Es 1 beſeech thee 


W Meere ag 4 EE. > PET 
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. and turn away from me 2 baughty mind! Let ue vain 
= a eee, ee art. 


their ſnares. Set a ſcourge over my thoughts, O Bed, hat 

the diſcipline of wiſdom may rule my heart, and 
of ſpivit give reſt unto my ſoul. Pardon mine ignorance 
and infirmities. Let a habit of temperance reſtrain my 
appetites, that neither the greedineſs of the belly, nor the 
tuft of the fleſh, may prevail againſt me ; and give me 
not over unto an impudent mind; but teach me to ſerve = 
thee for ever in true faithfubeſs, through Feſus Chrif 
my Redeemer ! 


18. 


On faith. — 

O Lord alnighty, who of thine infinite love haſt ſent 
thine only Son to make thy will known unto men; whilſt 
thy goſpel ſhineth on the earth, I beſeech thee let me 
not fooliſhly ſtray, nor blindly wander in darkneſs ! Suf- 
fer mie not to walk in the paths of the world, whilſt the 
eyes; —even the example of my bleſſed Redeemer ! Suffer 
not the caſſams or opinzons of men to over-rule my reaſon ; 
but make it my daily taſt, to read and confider thy holy 
mankind. Chaſfen me, O Lord, that I may calle? my 
diffpated thoughts, ſubdue my evil habits, and with a 
Heady mind look forward to eternity. | 


5 


19. 
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19. | 


O Lord God almighty, in whoſe favor is Iiſe, and 
everlaſting felicity ! Thou haſt graciouſly delivered me 


tion : enlighten my under fanding, that I may ſearch with 
diligence, hear and digeſt with faith, and meditate with 
Joy: and with patience and comfort hold faſt thy ſacred word, 


even with my lateft breath. — And as I karn thy will, O 
God, let my anxious longing wiſhes, to ſerve thee with a- 
| Pure and willing mind, render my heart an offering ac- 
ceptable in thy fight ! This I beg, O father of mercies, - 


hfe and immortality to light ! 


20. 


On occaſion — —— 


Pardon and forgive the diſtractions of my thoughts, and 


let my ſincerity atone for the imperſect performance of 


my religious duties. Teach me to fly with joy into thy 
preſence, and to ſupplicate thy mercies with ardent love 


And when I commemorate the ſufferings of my cxuci- 


= 
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| 209 2000 © dine! and whe cio d let the 
conſecrated elements invigorate my ſoul, that receiving thy 
{ W 
1 an, and become a parker of the i which he n 
— | 
"os 

| Por the fame. 


© e cop -r tt be 
ner, thanks, and aderation ſhall be paid to thee ; imprint on 
cammunuen let no fookfh cpixton that it may be diſpenſed 
of my animal hfe depends on fogd, let the ſupply of 
thy grace be alſo fe and frength to my ſpirit. Let fer- 
vent prayer and awful meditatian give me fo ſtedfaſt a con- 

> fdence in thee, O God, that I may always rejoice even 
when the favors of drach hall furround me! Let the 
commemoration of this pile ſacrifice be a pledge of 
that affinity, by which I hope to be received under the 


ſhadow of thy almighty proteftiqn in — 
eee 
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prove me, try out my reins and my heart; for thy loving 
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1 Oo ATH, ne 
grace, that F hay waſh my hands in innoceney, and tell 
of alFitiy ilinlereur works. * Let the- habitation of thy 
Houſe, and the place where thine honor dvelſeth, be my 
in thy ſalvation / Let hot the weld reward me evil for 


* io FY mas. 


thou my foul and preſerve me! B. 


* 
O LORD ETERNAL, tou art my defender, my wur- 


Ab, and the hifter up of my head. When. I call upon 
ther; O Lord, hear me out of thy holy hill; and when 


1] liy me don to fleep; let thy mercy ſuſtain me. Unte 


thee alone belongeth« ſalvation ; and thy bleſſing is upon 
thoſe who praiſe thy name. Make my delight to be in 
doe company of 'righteaus perfons,” and with-ſuch as excel in 
I may mu fall. My heart is glad, my glory” rejocceth, 


. 


3.5 
the path of life. n 
of joys 6 La Aa 


26. 


For the ſame. 

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL GOD, my bght 
and my ſalvation, thou art the firength of my life, 
O lead me to the habitation of thy righteouſneſs, that 
finally I may behold thy beauty. Hearken unto wy voice 
when [ cry unto thee : have mercy upon me, and-hide 
not thy face from thy ſervant. Thou haſt been ever my 
fuccour, forfake me not, O God of en ſalvation | If the 
bepe to bee thy goadueſs in the land of the Bx! What 
is he higheſt earthly ſplendor to be accounted of, if | ca 
teach thy glory in thy heaven of heavens | . 


27+ - 
enn 5 T 

*** O Lord do I put my truft; let me never be 
put to cf Bow down thine ear to me, and be my 
Aram reck, and my houſe of defence. Guide, me and rad 
me, O Lord of mercy ! Into thy hands I commend my 
ſpirit, for thou haſt redeemed me, O LORD, THOU GOD 
OF TRUTH! LBS » e 


» 5 T5, 


np quran 75H he 
Cc 2 years 


| 
| 
7 


an thou, O on, and maruejlous, worthy to. be praiſed ; 
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years with mourning. Oe me the light of «by coun- 
tenance, and how plentiful thy goodneſs is, which thou 
haſt laid up for them that fear-thee, and prepared for them 
that put their tri in THEE, and not in the ſons of men. 
O flabliſh my heart that 7 may ever truſt in thy mercy! 

"Hear me, O' Lord, in the day of trouble : O G of 
Jacob defend me! Remember all my offerings, and accept 
the ſacrifice of my heart. Grant me my ſous defire - 
and fill up the meaſure of my hopes in thee. I will e- 


zue in thy ſalvation, and triumph in thy name ! Save, 
| Lord, and hear me, O ling of hegvex, when I call upon 


thee ! Be mecraful unto me, and ſhew me the light of 


rejoice, for thou wilt judge it in righteouſneſs / Let her 
bring forth her increaſe, for thou, O Lord, art bleſſed for 


ever ; and let all the ends of the world fear thy name 


Por the fame, 

I will magnify ther, O cob, ur KING, and I will praiſe 
thy name for ever and eur! Every day will I give thanks 
unto thee, and praiſe thy name for. ever and ever / Great 


©. + 


( 389 ] 
there is ns end of thy greatneſs ! Og generation bal prag 


ing unto every man, and thy mercy is over all thy 
works. Let all nature praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy 


faints give thanks unto thee. Fer thy kingdom is an 
out all ages. Thy power, thy glvy, and thy anighting, 


are known unto men : for when thou openeſt thine hand 
thou filleſt all things living with plenteouſneſs ! 
For the ſame. 
I will be glad and rejoice in thee, O Lonp Mot 


HIGH, and my fongs will I make in thy name. For 


in the throne, and judgeſt right ! Thou wile judge the 
world, O Lonn, and miniſter righteouſneſs. O defend 


the oppreſſed, and be a refuge to the djfreſſed ſoul, that 


they which know thy name may put theic truſt in thee, 
who never faileſt them that ſeek thee ! 


= 


- ALMIGHTY tonn, who delighteſt in the happi- 


nefs of thy creatures, accept the humble tribute of my 
thanks for thy ynbounded mercies in the redemption of 
2 ——_—_— man · 


thy works unto an:ther, and declare thy power ! And 
| tet me u of thy worſhip, thy b thy prajſe, and won- = 
derous works, that men may ſpeak of the might of thy | 
marvellons abt, and tell of thy greatneſs ! Thou art lov- 


F EP LE CT — _— 


39 


mankind! Thy gl, © LorD, is above the heauens / 
In what exated firains ſhall I pour out my heart, for all 
thy mercies to me a miſerable finner ! O let the remem- 
brance of thy favor, elvate my ſpirit, and thy loving kind- 
neſs enliven my heart, — Wn refreſh the 
earth [ 


2. 
For the ſame. 


myſeif in the contemplation of thy adorable perfeCtions ! 
praiſe? Thou art Gd from everlaſting ! Millions of | 
ages are but as a moment in thy fight ; and I am but duff 
and aſres.—But thou haſt given me Bie, and thought, and 
| powers, to worſhip thee; and L will worſhip thee with my 
whole heart! Thou haſt given me! voice to fig, O let 
me chant hallelyjabs to thy praiſe, and worſhip before | 
wars earned | 


* 


33- 
nn 
o Lord c almighty, Father of angels and men, whoſe 
glory is far beyond the reach of mortal eyes, I beſecch thee 
exerciſe my heart in the furt love of truth ! © Cheriſh 
+ my" reaſin, and funken my faith, that I may, trace 
ee, ppt, eng 


4 , 


and ever! With the deepeſt” humility of foul I caſt up 


(.394-]- 
rations of thy hands | — How wonderful are all thy works, 
O Lord of heauen ! — Let the regular rem of. day and: 
wght, ſummer and winter, teach me to worſhip thy 
preme, almighty power /—whilft the contemplation of the 
beautiful face of the carth, and the more glorious huminaries 
F the heavens, bring thee ſtill dofer to my ſoul - and when 
| Took upto heaven, let my bears be filled with l 


For the ſame. IT 03-023 25% 

o gracins Gab, whole fk are pot fs. | 
ing out, teach me to adery thy attributes; let my faith in 
| them take bach deep root in my heart, 2 never to be | 
ſhaken by time or accident U ove of Np con 
increae, till wy ahedionc the precepts of thy holy re- 
ligion becomes pure and unſpatteg. And whilt I preſs 
forward in my duty, flill let the canſciouſueſs of my frail- 
neſs, humble my ſoul before thee, even to the duſt of the 
earth ! Still let me iy for mercy, where on it can be 
found : ſtill d57e2? my ſteps to the croſs of my bleeding Ca- 
aar, there to iiiplore forgiveneſs through his interceſ-. 
ſis uf allies, ot By hows 


Fe @ good life. in, gengral (for the morning.) . 
O ALMIGHTY GOD, the great Creator and ſovereign: 
n TEN] Father of light, whodwelleſt in 
C4 ze 
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ike light which as man can approach, accept my tri- 
lun of praiſe for all my mercies; for giving me life and 
Wl things that pertain unte it t for preſetvitty me from 
But above all I ptaiſe thee; O Lord; from the inmoſt re- 
celles of my foul, that inſtead of leaving me in darineſs; 
and the fadow of death, thou haſt given me a lively hope 
in the death and refurreftion of Jeſus Ci. Accept my 
thanks, O Lord, for the frequent opportunities afforded 
me, to fit and prepore thy foul for the great day of account. 
Notwithſtanding my abuſe of thy pdtvence, thou haſt ſtill 
given me this day to work out my ſalvation, O let me 
7e it with fair and trembling ) For theſe fignal favors, 
for thy excebding great and precious promiſes, thy praiſe 
ſhall ever be in my mouth. I will be glad and rejoice in 
thee, and my Bags ſhall be made to thy praiſe. ' Un- 

worthy as I am of thy favor, yet filled with the ſenſe of 
thy goodne and forbearance, I am refalued to live 
no longer to n but n him who raum me by bis 
blood ! I will endevor to conquer my fin, and particularly 
ther which doth ſo eaſily beſet me, and run with patience 
the race that is ſet before nie. But I am not ſufficient of 
myſelf for theſe things, or even to hint any thing that 
js good. Without thee I can do nothing ! My fuſfi- 
ciency ftandeth in thy name, O Lord, who haſt made 
| heaven and earth. O firengthen me with might by thy 
1 Herd, to ſubdue my evil and corrupt inclinations ; . 
that denying mytelf, <td | 
* es. 25 
"* = þ X 36. 


[ 393 } 


36. 
"For the ſame (at ary time.) | 

| Preferve, — nnd my ating in 

and let thy bling accompany me in whatever I take in 


hand. Give me grace to keep my tongue from evil, and 
n * Ree . 


firing, forgiving the vlſences of others. And may the 


awful conſideration of the great and terrible day, when 
thou wilt judge the ferrers of men, by J Chrif, in- 


fluence my thoughts, words, and actions, that I may a- 
ways take heed to my ways, and be accounted worthy to 
ſtand before the jon of m; and to receive that great reward 
which he will beſtow on them that diligently ſeek him. 


And may the reviſing thoughts &f that boundkſe happs- 


that I may be at once encouraged and enabled to bear with 


patience and reſignation all thoſe croſſes, diſappointments, 
of d preſent life : - remernbering always that 1 am | 
in thy hand, O God. Aud let me rejoice that 
this kght alicia, which is but for a moment, wotk- 
eth for me & far mare exceeding and eternal weight 
of gry; n this after patient continuance in well do- 
ing, I thall receive i, and boner, and iaumortality, - 


and din of thy ret ar out of e river. — Thou 
= re 


— — wer . — — * — — —— 
— . Vette — — UU — — — — — 


neſs, teſerved in heaven for the , induce me to ſet my | 
affettions a things above, and not on things on the earth : 
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wants. Thine infinite wiſdom knoweth, whether it be beſt 
for me to abound, or to ſuffer nad: O do thou, inexhauſti- 
ble fountain of mercy, fuit thy bleflings to my ſeveral ne- 
ceſſities, leading — 

— . 


. 
| tie he ants 

 O merciful God, the mighty guardian and protefior of man- 
kind, who haſt ſafely brought me to the beginning of this, 
day; continue thy fayor to me ! Ponder my words, O Lord, 
and confider my meditation /— 1 am going into a world 
ſurrounded by ſnares, and beſet with temptations : let my 
remembrance of thy wonders of old, and the mercies which 
thou haſt ſhewn to me, keep my gratitude in al its viger 3 
and the hopes of thy future favor add ftrength to my vi- 
gilance and care. Guard my heart, and keep the dr of 
my Ip, that I may never treſpaſs on thy righteous laws ! | 


* 
For the ſame. | 

O Lord of merey, behold thy ſervant who is riſen from 
the death of ſeep !/—T offer up the tribute of my humble 
| Defend me, O God, from all the perils to which I am 
expoſed ! Inſpire me with firm reſolutions of obedience 
to thy commandments, that I may never loſe fight of 
r Let it be my 
hourly 
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hourly joy to diſcharge every duty with a ſtrict attention 
to thy bah word; that preſenting myſelf conſtaptly be- 
fore thee, my whole life may become as one continued proper 
Give me ſo ue a knowledge of my dependance on thee, 
that I may accept, with an humble and a contrite ſpirit, what · 
ever THop ſhalt think needful for me / : 


* 
In fickneſs. _ 
© Lird Gd emnipatent, Ä; 
preſence, and ſendeſt thy miniſtering ſpirits to relieve the 
a4ijtreſſes of thy creatures! Favorably, with mercy, hear my 
 fupplications ! Thus languiſhing on the bed of fickneſs, 
o'erwhelm'd with fear and trouble, I fly to thee! O 
Lord, forgive my paſt offences ; and ſuffer not the pains 
of my body to diſftratt my mind, or weaken my faith in 
thee. Let me Jook back, with joy, at thy wondrous 
goodneſs, for all the dreadful ſnares of for which I have 
eſcaped; whilſt I tremble, with the anguiſh of a bleeding 
heart, at the numberleſs offences which I have committed 
againſt thee. Thou knoweſt whereof I am made, and 
the evils to which J have been expoſed. O be merciful unto 
me; ſtrengthen my heart, and teach me how to die e that to 
wy be apirng Inn 1 may myo my tt in thy 
mercy, — Daarh | 


4% 


be the ſang. 
| 0 Father of mercy, and Gad of. my life, ſend me thy 
Tui health, that whether I live or die, I may nat be 
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ehtanglel in the world, nor my foul effranged from thee ! 
I ath anfeebled by ſickneſs, and d&/frafted with pain; rouze 
my drooping ſpirits, O Lord! Exyand my beart, and en- 
large my views, that I may Jook forward, with joy, on. 
the vaſt proſpett of ernity that lies before me! Had I a. 
thouſand years to live, my prayers and praiſes ſhould fill 
up every bour / but if my time is come; if it is now thy 
Fleaſure to break theſe chains of mortality ;—O receive me 
into the everiafing manſions of thy bliſs ; there, with 
more exalted powers of foul, let me fing hallelyjabs to thy 
praiſe, for ever and ever I am not worthy, O Lord, 
of the leaſt of thy merces ! I am not worthy to caſt up mine 
yes 10 heaven O let the ineſtimable merits of my blefſed 
Redeemer plead for my foul! Let his all-powerful inter- 
cefſion prevail for me ; that through him 1 may find a 
tance with thee ! Save me, O Lud, for thy mercies are in- 
finite / | | 


4. 

In the ſame. 
O Lard abnighty, thou tender parent of all the children 
of men, extend thy compaſſion to me! Thus drooping 
in ſickneſs, and languiſhing in diſeaſe, touched with a 
deep ſenſe of my , firs, and preſent miſery, with the 
| profoundeſt awe I humble my ſoul before thee ! O prepare 
my ſpirit for that approaching hour, when I ſhall appear 
at thy judgment-ſeat / — There let the wounds of my 
bleeding Savieur plead my cauſe | There let his powerful 
mediation fue for my peru! There let mis ater 


3970 
S compenſate for nv ee ſervice ! Blot out 
from thy remembrance the aumberleſs tranſgreſſions of my 
life ; and let me devote the remainder of it, to adore, and 
Jeſas Chriſty the mighty Savieur and Redeemer of the world! 


42. 
| In the ſame. | 
O Almighty and omniſcieut God, who conſidereft that we 
fort from above ! Let the humble offering of theſe tears, 
the only facrifice I now can make, be flill accepted by 
thee. O hear my prayers, and withhold not 4% peace 
from my anxious heart! Let not the ſorrows of DEATH 
compaſs me about, nor do I implere thee to arreſ his arm; 
for then hnowef# which of the two is beſt for me, or life 
or death ; and let thy will be dane ! If my hour is come, in 
which this vital heat and motion is to ceaſe; to thy 


O Lord, thin God of mercy O bleſſed Jaſus, who art the 
reſurrefiian and the life, be Th my defence in death ! 
Guard me againſt all the adverſaries of my foul! Let the 
remembrance of thy agonies and Moody fiveat, and thoſe 
ſufferings, which no human heart can meaſure or con- 
ceive, give me patience and reſignation ; that I may keep 
thy bright example in my view, and glory even in death /— 
Compoſe my thoughts, O Lord, and let my ſpirit rat in 
ſtedfaſt hope, that I may never be confounded ! 


43. 


hands I commend my ſpirit, for Twou ba redeemed me, 
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45 
I the ſame. 
O ALMIGHTY LORD, who art a ſtiong tower to all 
them that put their truſt in thee, to whom all things in 
heaven and earth do bow, be thou my defence on this verge 
of life, ! I know there is none other name under heaven, 
by which I can receive health or ſalvation, give me then 
'2 heart, O Lord, to fly to thee, 1 
bleſſed Redeemer | 


bn the fame. 

OK&naciovs LORD OF EEAVER, I beſcech thee, as 
I feel my bodily ftrength decay, my hope in thee may ſpring 
forth and floriſh with redoubled force; and thy grace and 
boly Spirit invigorate my foul! Give me an unfeigned 
repentance for all the errors of my paſt life, and a ftedfaſt 
ert e e gi d. M 
2 — 
me for the dread hour, that may die in peace, and my 
ſoul be received into thine everlaſting kingdom, through 
the merits and mediation of the great Interceſſor and 
Redeemer, the fame Jeſus Chrift ! 


* 


N 
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In THE FORM OF 
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? - 
1. 


| For benefattors. © 

— MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, by 
£ 3. whoſe tender compaſſion our feet are ſet in the 
paths of righteouſneſs, accept our humble prayer for all the 


inſtruments of thy mercies to us. Make their days happy 3 
and- give them: the joyful hopes of pleaſing thee. Let their 
fads of athers, plead for their own immortal ſpirits at thy 
throne, O Gd /— Thou haſt ſhewn thy favor to us: 
we beſcech thee to extend thy loving kindneſs to all the 
children of men 1 Be thou a tower of defence, that no af- 
fiction may reach them ! This we beg through the me- 
dation of Feſws Chriſt, the great friend of mankind, who 
offered up his fe, that we might live for ever ; and who 
now lveth and reigneth at thy right hand, O Father eter- 
nol, and thou O bleſſed bah) Spirit, one ſupreme almighty 


33 2. 


„„ 
O Lord Ged of heaven, mexcifully behold the faithful- 
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mind Shower down thy choiceſt bleſſings on the heads 
libers in thy vingyands,that it may bring forth an abun- | 
happinck of mankind ; ayd fo diſpaſe their heans to do 
| ewn fouls alive! This we beg, O merciful Father, 


through the mediation of Jeſu Ghrif cur bleſſed Lord 
* \ 
Fir Graz, 


0 did of and Father of eternal — 
then raet original frem whom all things proceed! Cheriſh 
us with the bright beams of thy grace, and lu bene- 
ain ! Shed on wa the dew of thy 9 Ser the 
clauds of ignorante that ſurround us; and render our obe- 
d ſo perfet?, that we may never firay from the ways 
of thy commandments. Eads, ene 


E 
thy Son Jeſus Crit to redeem mankind ; we give thee 
our moſt humble and grateſul thanks for the bountiful pro- 
and we beſecch thee ſo to diſpaſe our hearts by the in- 


* 
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tance, and @ fades faith, we may live hereafter as be- 
come the true diſciples of Chriſt, and enjoy all the glo- 
tous promiſes of his goſpel. This we beg for the 


fake af dhe fame Jeſus Cx i, the bleſſed Redeemer of 
the world. Amen | 


F 3 
O Lord and tender Father of mankind, we pour out our 
hearts in thankful acknowledgments of thy unutterable 
goodneſs towards us ! Teach us ever to be watchful, that 
we may expreſs our gratitude, by our obedience. Teach 


us thy will, O Lord, that our lives may be con/fantly de- 


voted to thy ſervice, and every hour employed to thy glory. 
This we beg for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, who diad that 
en. cons ou we of 
thanks for thine ineffimable goodneſs in the creation, and 


thy unbounded mercies in the redemption of mankind! 


Let the remembrance of our paſt dangers, give us the 
greater comfort in our preſent retreat, and fo effectually 
teach us thy will, that we may never depart from our 


joy may abound in theſe dwellings, to the glory of thy 


name, and the falvation of our immottal fouls ! This we 


beg through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen ! 


[. Dd 7. 


obedience to thy holy commandments. Let a true ſpirit 
of piety reign in our hearts, that concord, and peace, and 


* 


40 


a 7. 

O murcifud Lord, who haſt been graciouſiy pleaſed to 

deliver us from the bondage of fin, and to ſhow vs the 

paths of righteouſneſs, banith far from us all jealoufy and 

of our blefſed Redeemer. This we beg for the fake of the 
ſame Jeſus Chrift our Lord and Savious! Amen. 


8 

Fir Purity of Converjation. | 

O Lord aluigbey, whoſe watchful eye is evet preſent, 
and fees our hearts; with ſhame and anguiſh we bewail 
thee. Give us thy grace moſt carefully to avoid the ſame 
for the future! Set a watch, O Lord, at the door of 
our lips, that no evil diſeourſe may be ever heard amonyſt 
us. This we beg for Jeſus Chrift his fake. Amen! 


6 
9. 


| O Lord, we offer up our ſpirits to thee, in purity of heart, 
and ſimplicity of mind. Suffer us not, O merciſul Father, 

| to provoke thine anger and wrathful diſpleaſure, but let 
and our bodies from diſcaſe; that it may be a glarious monu- 
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ment of thy grace, and all the ends of the earth ſee and adore 
thy power | Save us, O Gad of mercy, through the me- 


Fer Forgiveneſs of athers. 
O merciful Lord God, we beſeech thee, of thine infi- 
| Hite mercy, to forgive the offences we have committed 
againft tee, and pardon thoſe who have been the cauſe | 
of our tranſgreſſions! Thy blood, O BLESSED jevus, 
was ſhed for thine enemies, fuffer not the companions of 
our guilt to periſh ! Turn their hearts to thy righteous 
paths, O Lord, that they may no longer rebel againſt thy 
commandments. Turn their hearts, O Lord, and let 
them behold the things which belong to their peace, before 
they are hid from their eyes far ever | This we beg, O 
merciful Father , for the fake of 118 ſpotleſs ſoul who died 
to redeem the world. Amen 


11. 
Under Aflictions. 

© torD ALMIGHTY, forget us not in thy mercy, 
flifled minds ] Conkider, and hear us, O Lord God, that 
dur hearts may be joyful in thy ſalvation! Our Fathers 
hoped ia thee, under all their affli:ons, and thou didſt 
deliver them. Help zs, O Lon, that we may put our 
ouſt in ee} Thou deſpiſeſt not the contrite heart ; 
—_— hide 


" 
4 
k 
6 
7 
f 

* 


[ 4041] 


play thy glory, O Lon of heaven, ſuccor us for thy 
mereies fake, that all the kindreds of the nations may fee 
thy goodneſs, and parental care, O FATHER ALMIGHTY, 


12. 
Unier the ſame. 


o Tan God of Iſrael, we put our truſt in thee! Hear 


whole earth pays homage to thee, lift us up, that we may 
magnify thy name, O Lord of heaven Incline thine ear 


unto us, who ſtretch forth our hands unto thee ; and let 
our prayer come before thy throne ! Abhor not our fouls, 
OL! Shew us the way that we ſhould walk in, that 
we may raiſe our fouls to thee. Teach us to do that 


in righteouſneſs. Accept this our humble petition, O Lord 
Gad onmipatent, through the mediation of the mighty 
Prince and Saviour of the world. Amen ! 


DE. 
h Fer Induſtry and Reſignation. 
O almighty Lord, who in thy wiſdom haſt appointed 


ever we do, or think, that it may be to thy glory. Let every 


day add new firength to the gad habits which we are 


now endevoring to acquire. Camfirm them, O Lad 


Ls 

hilſt the opportunity is afforded thi 

2 „„ ee 
A Father, that we may delight to exerciſe our hearts 
in pity, and eur hands in labor Gut us, O Lord, fuch 
Pay ng rr as ny ons A 
pays e eee ok and when 
| toulſome journey of life is ended, receive us, O Lore, 


into thy re 
2 py — WW 


veg — 2 4 N 
” Ss” tt 


Fox ONE PERSON. 

14. 

For Content ment. 

| © cone Lech whe in Ge rations Geaſs of ty 

_—_ hath appointed my fate and condition, baniſh 

= _ = cry nd diſcontent + give me a 

| humble ſpirit, and let the reſtraints of my calling 

become pleaſant to me ; that as I am freed from the anxi- 

may be 2 — and corey Hoey i= my 

aw diſcipline my ſpirit, and train me up to virtue ; and 

a. O Lok is the Bin of my pur “ 
Chriſt / Amen. 


A 
For Induſtry, and Reſignation to Providence. 
O Lord Gad almighty, who haſt ordai : 
labor, give me, I beſeech thee, a thoughtful and mduſtri- 
eus diſpoſition. Let my diligence and innocency go hand in 
wes hand, 
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hand, and adminifter to their mutual ſupport. Teach me 
an entire ſubmiſſion to thy will, and give me ſo true a reliſb 
of an humble condition, that the life of my bleſſed Saviour, 
and the glorious example he hath fet before mine eyes, 
may appear with a far brighter luſtre than any earthly. 
glory | This I beg, O L for us fake who redeemed 
| DEG w90s Amen | 


16. 
For Fidelity in Servitude. 
O Lord, the rightenms judge of men, let thy fear be 
always before mine eyes, that I may faithfully diſcharge 
7 I e ee Let nei- 
. — 
him may expreſs my gratitude, for all the mercies, which 
O Lord, can fee my inmoſt thoughts, and minuteſt ac- 
tions! Let my [ove and honor, my fidelity and reſpect for 
my maſter, be apparent in his fight, that I may delight 
in promoting his proſperity : and let aur united endevors = 
adyance thy glory, and the happineſs of mankind. Give | 
- him, O Lord, a juſt ſenſe of his eternal obligations to 
Juſtice and piety, temperance, and every other virtue, that 
=» pot of bi><endult may ied Gomynk of my ful, 
to thee. This I beg, O mecca Father for Jeu Cri 
his fake. Amen 


h * 17. 
o- miſrefs's fervice. 
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17. 
For Obedience in Servitude. 

O Anigbty Lord, who delighteſt in the obedience of 
tating the humility of my Lord and Saviour, I may obtain 
that REST of foul, that PEACE of mind, which is far 
beyond what the world can give. Inſpire my heart with 
an utter abhorrence of all fa{ſhood and evaſion ; and let me 
dare to confels the truth, to whomſoever has a right to 
require it. Make me patient under reproof, and diligent 
in performing my duty ; that my obedience to my * maſter 
may be accepted as obedience to thee. Remove far from 
me all pride and haughtineſs of ſpirit, and teach me how 
to ſupport myſelf under unjuff reproaches, that with pa- 
tience, and reſolution, and ſingleneſt of heart, I may ſubdue 
| evil with goed, and ever poſſeſs my foul in tranquility. — | 
Let my conſcience be always void of offence tawards thee, 
and my fellow-creqtures, that amidft all the fallies and ini- 
Flauſe in thy fight, O Lord, and receive the great reward 
and Saviour. Amen! 


18. 
For Gratitude. 


Almighty and F 
goodneſs haſt delivered me out of the hands of the de- 


Dd 4 ſtroyer, 


* Or miſtreſs. 
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ſtroyer, and preſerved me by the kindueſs of my fellow- 
creatures, teach me how to promote thery happineſs, that 
whilſt I pour aut my heart in the warmeſf# gratitude to 
thee, I may advance the great cauſe of virtue and veli- 
gion in the world. Let thy returning ſabbaths, which I 
have ſo often abuſed, always inſpire my heart with chunt 
giving, and bring me ſreſh conſolation, Teach me to 
_ delight in thy worſhip, and to adere thy name with the moſt 
exalted joy ; that the incenſe of my prayers may reach thy 
my nworthineſs 1 dare not, and for my blindneſs I cannot 
| aſk, thou mayeſt vouchſaſe to give me, for the merits of 
thy dear Son, my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen ! 


19. | 
Mt the point of Death. 


O Au, cop, to whom belong the iſſues of 
Ei and death, viſit my trembling heart, and fave me for 
heavenly habitations, where the fouls of them that ſleep 
in Chriſt enjoy perpetual . and happineſs ! Grant this, 
O merciful Father, for the fake of the fame Jeſus Chriſt, 


20. 
Father of angels and men, almighty Lord and Creator of 
univerſal. Bring, in whom do live the ſpirits of the juſt 


49 
made perfect O let my foul be acceptable in thy fight ! 
Waſh it in the blood of that immaculate Lamb which 
eas thed to take away the fins of the world ; that the 
defilements J have contrafted may be purged away, and 
my foul be accepted through the merits of Feſus Chrif. 


And thou, O bleſſed Redeemer of jhe world, forgive 


my tranſgreſſions, and plead my cauſe at the throne 
of mercy. Amen! 


21. 

Fer the Evening. | 
conducted me in fafety to the concluſion of this day; for- 
give the offences which I have been guilty of againſt thee, 
whether in thought, or ward, or by any action unworthy 
my character as a Chriſtian, that I may retire to reſt in 
| humble confidence of thy proteftion. Let the return of 


the hour of fleep remind me of the fortneſs of fe, and 


teach me what it is to die | — Thus kneeling in thy awful 


preſence | offer up the ſacrifice of my heart ; accept it, O 


Lord, as my evening oblation ; and hearken unto my un- 
feighed prayer / Baniſh from me all evil defires, that my 
I beſecch thee, from all the perils of this night. Be 


thou my guard, and my defence, and finally receive me 


into thy a ref, for Feſus Chrift his ſake. Amen! 
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A HY MN. 
Awake my glory 'ere the roſy morn 

Doth with a purple bluſh the ſkies adorn : 
Awake each faculty, awake and fing, 
In holy raptures my Almighty King! 


In notes divine let my glad voice proclaim, 
Let my loud praiſes through the world reſound, 
But, O my God, thy wonders are too great 
For tongue to ſpeak, ,or verſe to celebrate : 
So valt thy mercies, and thy truth ſo high, 


| | . * 5 * 
Unto thee lift I up mine eyes: O than that dwelleſt in 
Let my complaint come before thee, O Lord: Give 
me underſtanding according to thy word! — 
My help cometh from thee, O Lord, who hath made 
heaven and earth! Hold thow me up, and I ſhall be fafe. 


Make me to go in the paths of thy commandments, 
for therein is my defire. 


| Bleſſed art thou, O Lord; O teach me thy ſtatutes! 


Thy words have I hid within my heart, that I ſhould 


1 
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With my Tp hav T been telling of all che judgment 
of thy xourd. 
Thou haſt granted me thy loving kindneſs in the 45. 


time. In the night-ſeaſon will I fing, and make my prayer 
unto thee, O God of my life ! 


Night HYMN. 
Sleep is a death, O make me try, 
By ſleeping what it is to die; 
And down as gently lay my head, 
Within my grave, as on my bed. 


How e'er I reſt, great God! let me, 

Awake again at laſt with thee ; 
And thus affur'd, behold I lie, 

Securely, or to wake or die. 


Theſe are my drowſy days, in vain 
O come that hour, when I ſhall never 
Sleep again, but wake for ever ! 


12 


On free Agency. 
LETTER XV. 
To the ſame 


HOSE know but little of the human heart, who 


do not perceive an evident inconſiſtency in it. 


No one can be ignorant that there is a perpetual ſtruggle 
mark out, in the ffrongef# characters, our being fallen 
from ſomething we er:ginally were, agreeably to what is 
related in the ſacred writings, of the fall of man: and how- 
ever ſome may pretend to refine away the plain ſenſe 
Damme 
rr rr 
ing the whole ſcripture to be conſtrued by every indivi- 
dual, as his fancy may ſuggeſt to him. 

This fad truth is evident, at this day, that one quilful 
ſin plays havoc with the foul, and as a wound weakens 
and corrodes the whole frame of the body, fo does the 
tranſgreſſion of the divine commandment pervert the true 
current of our thoughts, and incline our fouls, that is, 
our wills and affections, not only to the repetition of the 
fame fault, but alſo of many others. Hence we may in- 
fer how it came to paſs, that man is what we find him 


to be, though originally made very differently. | 


[ 413 ] 
man's doubt; yet our belief or aſſurance that we are free 
ſeems to be often ſuſpended, ' as if we wiſhed that we 
were nat free ; which in fat is wiſhing that we might. 


being next in order to angels, we might be on a level 


with brutes. The ſublime Afilten, ſpeaking of the deter- 


"ny 


— met ki jubt and right, 
<< Sufficient to have fad, thengh free to fall. 
* Such I created all th zthereal pow'rs, 

* fad ſpirits, bath them whe ſtood, and them who 

« fail'd: 

| ® Freely they flood, who food; and fell, who fell. 
Not free, what proof cus 'A they have giv/n fincere 
_ © Of true allegiance, conſtant faith, or love, 
der only what they needs muſt do, appeared, 


«© Not what they wou'd ? IFhat ex arss cou'd they 


« What PLEASURE 1, from ſuch obedience paid, 
ba will and reaſon, (reaſon alſs is choice) 
« Uſcleſs and vain, of freedom both deſpail d, 
W eee 


« Nat 2k —— 


Ws in his right mind can reſiſt this plain reaſoning f 
Von need only knock at your own berg, and enquire 
of your own beart, if you do whet you can 3 and if you 


minations of the great author of nature, reſpecting man, 
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' do it with a twilling mind ? Whes graiky as can. Gone 
be in life, than to worſhip Gad, oe Bn 0. 
powers will carry us, to diſplay the glory of the 05 


mon in the redemption of mankind, by his Son Feſws 


Girift ; ever remembering that dis mercy is as infinite 4 
his widme. and as he knows of what we are made, it 
is an offence againft his mercy and 1w:/d-m to preſume that 
and knowledge of his promiſes ſuggeſt to us, v N 
Nr Wb when we Tad, by te 
experience of the beſt of men, that with all the exertion 
ef cur powen, thexe > radi to 2 es 
"On he her hank, to pen that be will ever 
crimes which the moiſt . * 
niſhable, if they are not repextedof, is equally an affront 
and of Gl. 
1 
much to our depravity, 1 
ter flate ; and r raadr a Brom: 
quently are heedle in the performance of it, notwith- 
we ought in all reaſon to repent of, in ſackcloth and afhes. 


be mngenzous to deceive us, and deal wnfairly, by W 
us to neglect the proper means, and the uſe "I 
| 
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kity, as Gon has given us, to «uſe the be, and to re/ige 
as 
eee. 
3 yg oa _ 
guiſhed 16 of me/fate or ſurpriſe | 
„ ——— 

8 — 
N 2 
. 
aue to fancy. We may amuſe ourſelves _ 
kf but the chriſtian religion Mo 
a av: yot quiver ü by 
3 very thing 
a moſt grateful to human nature. 


ſuppoſe that the ſervice of Gad is flavery, is to make 
To 


the 
Almughty a Brant; r 
» freedom, is to make him a juft prince. a0 
25 ourſelves ; we call things by wrong names, 
It on 


i that we hug 
? them; and thus it happens 
fix falſe ideas to 


and we mean 
bondage, and call it freedom: ; 1 
e e ee ag = 
we might 
. 3 ks 2 if we pleaſe, barter away 
we 


«© If a man's body be under con- 
for flavery. 
our freedom 


finement impotent in hi be is then 

I in his limbs, 
2 — Er 
© Ih as be blinded by ſattiþ errors, reaſon 


er- 
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« over-ruled by violent paſſions ; this is plainly as great 
* flavery, and as true a confinement. It is very evident; 
<< that what ampotency of limbs, or bonds, are to the natural 
* &berty of the body; the very fame thing is vice, igno- 
* rum, or paſſion, to the moral liberty of the mind. 
« Wherefore as the body is free, when it is moved by 
< the natural action of the blood and ſpirits, and not by 
<« the convulſrve motions and violence of a diſeaſe ; fo the 
< mind is then, and then only free, when its choice is di- 
t refted by the natural motive of right reaſon, and not 
« by the violent fonts of & bind and beadfirong paſſion.” 
In the mean while, „ the higheſt improvement and per- 
« feftion of liberty, in the preſent life, is, when a man 
not only obeys the commands of Gad, but does it habi- 
„ma with coſe and pleaſure.” 3 

Thus you ſee how much depends on habit, and the ac- 
quiſition of that freedom, which is the price of our labor, 
after the true riches of the mind: and recourſe to the divine 
aid, to acquite true happineſs, is the ultimate end of our 
purſuits. The grace of God is the only counterpoiſe to - 
the ſinful propenſities of our corrupted nature; but if we 
uſe our own freedom, in its true and proper extent, that 
grace will never be denied to us, though it is preſumption 
to fix the time and maxner of its operation. Farewel. 


ew] 


On N 
LETTER XV. 
n 


. 


| ſervice of thoſe whoſe cauſe I eſpouſe. As you are 
now in a capacity of thinking what you have been about, 


I hope you will alſo think of what you ought to do; and 


that you will not conſider repentance as a word of little or 


no ſignification : it has a ſtrong meaning in the common 
affairs of life, and if there is a heaven or a bell, it can- 
not be leſs important with reſpect to eternity. Virtue 
claims our bluſhes in ſecret, if we act improperly ; ſhall 
we be ifs aſhamed when mens eyes are upon us? It is 
neceſſary for you to live in ſome degree expoſed to ob- 

ſervation, even in your retirement : ſeveral of you muſt 
| * fleep in the ſame room; ſome may not be /o piouſly 
inclined as others; but I truſt you will find that no ane 
will have the outragious impudence to ſay any thing that 
is indecent, improper, or unbecoming the condition of 
one who pretends to be a penitent : but if ſhe ſhould, I 
adviſe you by all means to admoniſh her: let it be 
done in gentle words, | — acc 
| ſhall 


* Four, five, or r perſons, according to the number in 


the houſe, fleep in one room. 
Ee 


—ũ—? — — ——— — — 
# 
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ſhall indicate that you are determined not to connive at 
any thing which is contrary to the pious deſign of the 
admittance, that ſhe would conform to the rules of the houſe. 
If one, fo perverſe, ſhould happen to come into your 
ward, remind her in the moſt per ſuaſue terms, that the 
exiſtence of ſuch a charity as this, depends on the ob- 
jects of it being reſtrained within the bounds of that de- 
cency, which it is infamous to neglect in common Hife, much 
more fo if tranſgreſſed by thoſe, who, conſcious of an ac- - 
cumulated lad of guilt, fly from the world to implore the 
pardon of an offended Gad 
With reſpect to yourſelf in particular, to whoſe an- 
derſlanding 1 am now appealing, as your friend, let me 
entreat you by all the facred tyes of love to Gad, to en- 
devor to remember the time paſt, only to repent of it, and 
fo forget all thoſe abominable ſcenes, 


« Which blot the face and blaß of md 


7 * 
* 1 — 


If your heart labors not with anvious efforts to purge 
away its filth ; nor fees with indignatian thoſe crimes, 
which you profeſs to repent of, where is your focerity ? 
„ SEEMING DEVOTION does but gild a nave, 


«© That's neither faithful, hongft, juſt, nor Lrave : 
« Bat 


5 


Rabin. Inſtead of daring to profane your tongue with 
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&« But where RELIGION does with VIRTUE join, 
& [t makes a woman like an angel ſhite.” 


True penitence is the odjef? you have now in view: it 


any unhallowed ſounds, rather in the energic language 


of the poet, 


\ Remember that you are now learning a leſſon, of no 


8 
*La wretches loaded hard with guilt, as you are, 

&« Bow with the weight, and groan beneath the burden, 
&© Creep, with the remnant of the firength they've left, 
« Before the feorftoal of the heav'n they've injured.” 


leſs importance than how to appear before the God that 
made you ; and you muſt be ſenſible, — 


can be ignerum that 


„ THERE is #0 SHUFFLING, there the ates Jn 
& In its true nature; and we ourſelves compel ! 


« Eun to the teeth and forehead of our faults, 
a To giue in euidenceJ.ü(puoͤ mV 


To be a penitent for the fin of praſtitutian, or for any 
ether for, requires a deep ſenſe of the heinonſueſs of ſuch 
fin ; and ſome time, and ſome refleion are neceſſary, to 

| learn truly how to repent. To uſe our freedom to do thoſe 
things which we think we aught to do, and which we 

7 have 
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have long neglefted : and to refrain from ſuch as we think 
we 921 not to do, which we have long practicad, is no 
trifing taſk, for it conſtitutes the moſt eſſential part of 
repentance, and is the beſt and fironge/# proof of our grief 
for what is paſt. N 

Nor ſhould we refine away our ſorrow. If tears fall 
from our eyes, as well as grief reigns in our hearts, for 
our offences againſt men; ſurely they are no leſs due for 
our offences againſt God. The ſublime Miltan, with his 
fion of our firſt parents, in their laff extremity, to ex- 
preſs himſelf in theſe words: 


« [hat letter can aue do, than to the place 
« Repairing where ME judg'd us, proftrate fall 
_ & Before him reverent, and there confeſs 
4 Humbly cur faults, and pardon beg, wiTH TEARS 

« Maiering the ground, and with aur ſighs the air 

&« PFrequenting, ſeat from hearts contrite, in ſign 

« Of forrow unfeigu d, and humiliation meck 2 

& Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 

From his diſpleaſure ; in whoſe look ſerene, 
i ben angry moft be ſeam'd and moſt ſevere, 

« J//hat elſe but FAVOR, GRACE, and MERCY ſhone ?” 


The poet goes on, 


« Thus they in lowlieft plight repentant knead 
% Proying, for from the mercy-ſeat above 


6 Pre- 
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* Provenient grace deſcending had remov'd 
46 The flony from their hearts, and made new fl 
& Regenerate grow inſlaad, that ſighs now breath'd_ 
« Unutterable, which the ſpirit of prayer 
« Inſpir'd, and wing'd for beaven with hade fight 
cc Than loudeſt oratory.” | 


Here one may obſerve, that though the poet ſuppoſes 
fins, yet as man and wife they were one fleſh; they were 
alſo privy to each other's guilt, and no other human eye 
to ſee them *, But if the general inſlructian given us by 
our great Lord and Saviour, is to retire when we pray, 
and that what we do acceptably to God in ſecret, will be 
of ſorrow for our fins, the object of any human fight. 
There is an indecency in ſome kinds of grief for worldly 
objects, before the eyes of men; but our tears that fall to 
appeaſe an offended Gad, are of @ nature not to be expoſed 
to common view : therefore our modern ſectaries and en- 
thuſiaſts have very iil underſtood this matter, when they 
meet together to quake or groan, to fizh or weep, or hum 
in conſort. Thoſe who know the power of fgmpathy in 
ſouls, if they have the command of words with actian, 
can ſet the paſſions of a whole aſſembly at work, at their 
pleaſure, and they may do it, like attors for gain, if they 


The mention of this circumſtance makes me think of the 
falſe reſerve of ſome married perſons, in regard to being ſeen 
on their knees by each other. 

Ee 3 
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are fo diſpoſed : but Ob wing be tut n ality and is 
ſubject, under ſome circumſtances, to the imputation of 
Frenzy, or hypocriſy, or a mixture of both. 


« *Tis not alone my inky cloak, 

&« Nor cuſtomary ſuit of ſolemn black, 

4 Nor windy ſuſpiration of fore'd breath ; 
Ne, nor the fruitful river in the eye, 
— of firms, men, flows of grief, 
& That can denote me truly. Theſe indeed ſeem ;, 
« Fur they are actians that a man might play. 

«< But I have that within that paſſes ſhow, 

<< Theſe but the trappings, and the fuits of woe.” 


I would not by any means you ſhould imagine, that bo- 
neſt tears may not occaſionally flow in public. Virtue in 
diftreſs, and great minds ſtruggling with adverſity, drew 
tears from the Sox of God himſelf. And of all mere hu- 
man deſigns, the theatre, were it not too frequently abuſed, 
ſeems beſt calculated to exerciſe this nobleſt paſſion of 
the human breaft : 


« Far this the TRAGIC MUSE firft trod the lage, 
& Commanding tears to flow through ev'ry age : 
«© TYRANTS 29 more their SAVAGE nature kept, 
% And FOES ro VIRTVE wondered how they wept.” 


But ir the repreſentation of things on cred grief; 
l ſurely the 


great 
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great truths of chriſtianity, the real diſtreſſes of human 


nature, with regard to conſczous guilt againſt heaven, being 
properly repreſented from the pulpit, may be allowed to 
produce the fame effect; but this is foreign to a mechani- 
tears; but the conſtant practice of meeting to quake, groar, 
&c. is fo very ridiculous, and oftentimes ſo mere a farce, 
that common modeſty is put to the bluſh whenever it is 
You muſt have often obſerved, in the courſe of 
your life, that the ingenuozs confeſſion of faults, and the 
| frofeſſions of amendment, have a kind of magic power in 
 difarming the/reſentments of men. Guilty as we may be, 
ſuch confeflions ftill carry along with them the tokens 
and ſignatures of inherent virtue, and delight the under- 
anding, as well as charm the hearts of men, when they 
fluence on the imagination of thoſe who are moſt ſuſcep- 
tible of its power, than the ingenuous acknowledgments 
of paſt faults, provided it be attended with an apparent 
reſalution of amendment for the time to come : and if this 
is of ſuch efficacy with frail mortals, who can only judge 
from appearances ; what mighty hopes may we not enter- 
tain of true repentance in the fight of God, whoſe mercy 
is infinite ; whoſe wiſdom is without bounds, and to whom 
our hearts are open as the mid-day fun ! And how faaliſb, 
as well as criminal, muſt thoſe be, who pretend to repent, 
and yet do not mann it, though they profeſs 2 lf i 4 | 
ans God, 
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God; and are ſenſible, that their thoughts are always open 
to him as a tremendous judge 

It is no leſs obvious, that the mind moves by ſow 
paces : appearances may flatter, but we ought not to ex- 
pect that great /imers will at once become great famts - 
nor can we preſume, where the heart is foul, that the 
tion in opinion, as well as in practice, muſt be obſerved, 
and thoſe enthuſiaſts who are liberal in conſigning their 
neighbors over to perdition, are ſo far in danger of 
falling into it themſelves. | 
| Notwithſtanding the great benevolence on which this 
Charity is founded, you may eaſily diſcern, that if a fri 
economy and diſcipline are not kept up, ſuch a houſe of pe- 
nitents, or ſuch a temporary retreat for the wretched would 
be but a mere name, and anſwer no purpoſe but to abuſe 
| the generoſity of mankind. For this I appeal to your own 
reaſon ; and as J entertain very high hopes of your correcting 
Jour own fauits, I flatter myſelf your good ſenſe, your humility, 
your regard to the inſtitution, as well as your ſenſe of re- 
ligion, will all concur, and induce you to be attentive, in 
your proper ſtation, that others may do their duty alſo. 
I mean, that you will do well to give inforraation to the 
| ſuperiors of the wards if any thing ſhould, be amiſs, that 
If the evil be not redreſſed, the matron may be acquainted. 
There is no tr ifling with any falſe notions of honor and de- 
bicacy, in a caſe where the frist order muſt be obſerved. 
But, I ay, we muſt take care to proceed with ſo much 
meek + 
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meekneſs, candor, and integrity, that in mending one evil, 
we may not introduce another. 

T 
de act in theſe caſes, and it will be no leſs an honor 
than it is your duty, to ſhew great reſpect to the ma- 
tron, and to thoſe who are appointed by the governors to 
regulate the conduct of the houſe. —The matron is ſenſible 
and polite, zealous for the good of the charity in all re- 
ſpects, and very attentive to the great article of is a ſober 


and reli giaus deportment, inſtructing the women, at the 


ſame time, how to get their bread in the world with 
credit and reputat ion. 
When I caution you not to connive at the folly or ini- 
quity of others ; let your firſt concern be to watch yYouR- 
SELF. You fay chat you are ſenſible there is one who 
knows all our thoughts, fees our actiauus, and hears our 
words, Remember that your thoughts, words, and actians 
| have been ſuch as require a Atrict amendment ! 
i hall be glad to hear a good account of you, from 
the matron, who will deliver this into your hands, and 
extremely rejuiced to be able to make ſuch report of you 
from ber, to your uncle, as may procure you his favor 


and protection. Thus may we hope the jayſul day will 


ſoon come, when we ſhall fee you a happy woman : but 
I am as well perſuaded this can never happen till you are 
a virtuous ane, as | am that I ſhall die: nay, it ſeems to 
me more certain; for the world may come to an end before 
my death, but never can the vacens be Jajgy, or the traly 
8 
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Incloſed I fend you a Hymn, proper to the circumflances 
you are now in: I hope you will make the ſenſe, as well 
as the words of it your own. I alſo fend you ſome me- 
ditations and Spurt prayers, which I recommend to you. 
Perhaps they may be of as great uſe hereafter, as at this 
time ; and under a better fituation than yours is at pre- 
ſent ; for human nature is the ſame, though all of us are 
ant guilty 28 or, in the fame 
A FanzzwzL, | 


H Y M N. 


1. 
How lovely is this Alu RETREAT! 
Where six and SORROW ceaſe ; 
To tread the ways of PEACE. 


Here let me ref, no more employ, 

| My fatal ſnares to fm; 

Nor the vain DREAM OF GUILTY jor 
Betray my heart within. 


3- 
Fir what avails relief from $HAME, 
From WANT and OUTWARD WOES, | 
If fill impelPd with SINFUL FLAME 
The heart POLLUTED glaws ? 
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Short is the time that guilt can pleaſe, 
But GREAT the wretch's cat; 

To ſhame, to want, and DIRE DISEASE 
Betray'd, abandon'd, bt. 


5. 
| Riſe then, my ſoul | the hours review, | 
When aw'd by GUILT and fear 
"Thou durft not HEAv'N for mercy fur, 
6. : 
See? heav'n ige has lent its aid 
To raiſe thee from DESPAIR. 


7. 
Hear then, O cop! thy work fulfil ! 
And from thy mzzcy's throw; 
Vauchſafe me firength to do TE wũWũIII 
Aud to refit my own, 


Thy MERC1Es to adore, 
Whilft heav'n itſelf proclaims with juy 


One rannon'D fer more / 


M , 7 5 — = <—_ — — — 
—— 
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DEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS ON 
REPENTANCE AND PARDON OF 
SIN. . 2 


. 
5 7 the 51 ty of | ; 

Fa Lord Gad of mercy! who in thine infinite good.. 
neſs haſt given me an opportunity to calle? my 
ſhame and confuſion of face I acknowledge my faults, 
whilſt my fins ſtand in array before me. How had I 
wandered from thy paths, O Lord ! Caft me nat away from 
thy preſence, nor take thy haly Spirit from me ! Oferwhelaed 
with conſcious guilt, I fly to thee for mercy, O forgive 
| back with horror on the dreadful precipice, from whoſe 


of perdition ! How deeply was J plunged in iniquity : 


and how wonderfully haſt thou delivered me ! Give me, 
© Lord, a true ſenſe of my condition, and let floods of 
from guilt! Help me, O Lord, for thy mercy's ſake ! 
Help me with thy grace, O HEAVENLY FATHER, for 
Fefus Chriſt his fake ! 
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2. 


Far the ſame. 
O armicnty FATHER, and great deliverer! Be- 
hold a miſerable offender ſtanding before thee, a monu- 


art my God Thou who haſt graciouſly afforded me this 
ſolemn call to repentance ; O lit it find way to my heart! 


Teach me to caſt mine eyes within, and examine my con- 
ſcience, that I may contemplate the fate of my ſoul, and 
meditate an the life to come / Preſent Eternity to my view, 
O Lord, in all its dreadful, all its pleaſing forms ; and let 
me behold the things which belong to my peace, before they are 


hid from mine eyes for ever Teach me to conſider my 


„„ 
paſſage to another Being. 
| Thus defended from the defirutiive influence of bad 


examples, let me feek acquaintance with my own heart, 


| Let the ſufferings of my bleſſed Saviour, and the rebellious 


atone for my offences ! 


| 13 
For the ſame. 


O L.0zD con, to whom it belongeth to puniſh foaners, 
and to reward thoſe who diligently ſeek thee ; look down 


with an eye of pity and compaſſion on a miſerable offender 7 
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Thou art graciouſly pleaſed to afford me a trial of my 
conftancy ; O fend me thy help to diſcharge my duty with 
inflexible integrity. Let patience and refignation, humility 
and contentment reign triumphant in my heart | Let every 
day add ſtrength to my faith and firnmeſs to my reſolution, 
that I may delight in offering up my prayers, and in ſhew- 
ing forth the fincerity of my repentance! O affiſt me in 


— the great work which I have undertaken, nor let me dare 


to think that any careleſs acknowledgement of my fins, 
will be accepted by thee ! 


4. 

For Truſt in Gad. 
O cop mosT mon, O holy and merciful Lord, ſuffer 
me not, I beſeech thee, to return into the paths of per- 
dition! Remind me of thy mercies paſt, and let me not 
forget thy loving kindneſs and favor ! Remind me of the 
temporal miſeries from which I have eſcaped, and the eter- 
nal puniſhments which wait on impenitent finners ; that 
| however thy providence may diſpoſe of me, I may labor 
with my hands for comfort and ſupport, and die with 
hunger, if ſuch thy pleaſure ſhould be, rather than rebel 
againſt thy holy laws ! I will truſt in thee, O merciful 
Father, for an happy iſſue to all my troubles and diſtreſſes. 
Where will be my hope if thou hideſt thy face from me? 
Where will be my truft if I forſake thy love? Let faith, 
and hope, and charity, and peace reign in my heart, 0 
Lord, and raiſe my foul to heaven ; that I may ſhew forth 
thy praiſe, and the ends of the carth adore thy holy name ! 


0 
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Grant this my humble petition, O God of heaven, through 
the mediation of my crucified Lord and Redeemer ! 


bY 

O LorD con, who beholdeſt all the ſecret ſprings of 
human aftions, and the evils to which mankind are ex- 
poſed ; have mercy upon me a wretched ſinner, wandering 
and loſt to every thought of thee. Reſtore me, -O Lord, 
to a true ſenſe of my guilt and folly; and let my tears 
flow for my diſabedience to thy righteous laws! Forgive 
the offences of which my conſcience is afraid, and give 
me grace to amend my wicked lite ! 


Far the fame. 
_ Reluke me, O Led, but not in thine exper; chaſlen 
me, but not in thy heavy diſpleaſure. Turn thee, in thy 


wonted favor, and deliver me for thy mercies fake! Waſh 


quities. Forget me not, I beſeech thee, in that hour, when 
I ſhall render up my foul. Let the never-failing merits 
of the Saviour of the world plead for me at thy throne, O 
Lord of life, that finally I may riſe to life immortal! 


7. 
For Newneſs of Life. = 
O eternal Gad, in whoſe hands are the ifſues of kfe and 
death, I deſcech thee awaken my heart to a true ſenſe of 
FY 58 - 


— 
RES 


[ 432 ] 
my condition, and arm me with reſolution to refiſt temp- 
thoughts, and all the anxious wiſhes of my heart are 


open to thy view | To thee, O Lord, I fly for ſuccor ; 


heal my woundcd heart, and reſtore it to perfect health, for 
the fake of the great Phyſician of fouls, thy cternal Son / 


8. 

For Fen of Ge. 
 ALm1GHTY GoD! Maker of all things, judge of all 
men /— Then ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth, on whom 
all Beings depend; who art ever ready to receive thy creatures 
who fly to thee for ſuccor ; be not extreme to mark my f 
fences ! Let tears of repentance flow from my offending 
eyes, and my heart bleed with contrition at the remem- 
brance of my tranſgreſſions ! Thou, O BLEssED Lon, 


Who didſt ſuffer a painful and ignominious death, that I 


might obtain pardm of my fins : Thou that madeſt an 
all-ſufficient ſacrifice for the fins of the whole world, let 
not thy blood be fpilt in vain for me ! 


Oo 
For the ſame, Hs 

O LorD con, to whom vengeance belongeth ; thou 
to whom vengeance belongeth, let not thy wrath be armed 
againſt me! Look down with thy wonted goodacts and 
compaſſion on a frail and finful creature ! From the glo- 
ries of thy mercy-ſeat extend thy pity, and deliver me 
from 


2 
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from the cruel bondage of fin : O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


give me that perfe#? liberty which can be only found in 2 
free obedience to thy laws. Try me, O Lord, and ſeek the 


ground of my heart; prove me and examine my thoughts, 


and mortify my ſinful vanities to that degree; that even 
ſhame and contempt for thy ſake, may be, not only accept - 
10. 
Fur the ſame. 
O ron ALMIGHTY, look down, I beſcech thee, in 
ity and compaſſion upon thy aſſſicted ſervant. My foul is 
troubled ! O let not the remembrance of my former ini- 
| bope in thy holy word, and fo right an underſtanding of 
thy threats and promiſes, that I may never diſtruſt thy mer- 
cies ! Break not the bruiſed reed, O Loxn, nor ſhut up 
thy tender mercies in diſpleaſure, but let me hear of joy and 


gladneſs - „ and 


8 


Fer the ſame. 


O ron, rebuke me not in thine indignation, neither 
chaſten me in thy diſpleaſure. Have mercy upon me for 
Lam weak : heal me, for my heart is vexed. Turn thee 
and deliver my foul: O ſave me for thy mercies fake. 
For in death no man can remember thee ; and who can 
give thee thanks in the grave! Suffer me not to work 

FH vanity: 
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vanity : but hear the voce of my weeping, and let my 
humble petition come before thee ! 


12. 


Far the ſame. 
Unto thee, O Log, do I lift up my ſoul! O u 
cop, I put my truſt in thee! Shew me thy ways, and 
teach me thy paths. Lead me forth in thy truth, for 
thou art the God of my ſaluatian, and in thee is my hope. 
O remember not the fins and offences of ay youth : but 
according to thy tender mercies, which have been ever of 
old, think thou upon me, O Lord. Thou who guideſt 
the meek in judgment, O teach me thy way! All thy 
paths, O LorD, are mercy and truth, unto ſuch as obey 
thy laws! For thy name fake, O Lord, be merciful 
unto MY SIN, for it is great. — Turn thee unto me, 
and have mercy upon me, for without thee I muſt be ever 
deſolate and in miſery. Look upon my adverſity, and for- 
give my fins. : 
13. 

- Bir the fame. 
DO mergiful Lord God of heaven, deliver my foul, and 
let me not be brought to confuſion ! Let perfefineſs and 
righteous dealing ever wait upon me, that my hope may 


ſecurely reff in thee. Thou knoweſt all my deſire, and my 
lngings are not hid from thee ! Forſake me not, then, O 


Lord, and be not far from me, O Gad, of my falvation ! 
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Turn thy face from my fins, and put out all my miſdesdt 
Make me a clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit within me. 
comfort of thy help, and ftabliſh me with thy bohy ſpivie/ 
Let not thine ears be ſhut to the voice of my complaint 
If thou wert extreme to mark all that is done amiſs, what 
hopes could I cheriſh, or who could abide thy diſplea · 
ſure! But there is mercy with thee, therefore ſhalt thou 
be adored and feared! My sour hoeketh for thee, O Lord, 
and in thy word is my truſt. Tho' the forrows of death 


| hould compaſs me around, and the overflowings of ungod- 


lineſs ſhould make me afraid, yet thine ears will be open to 
the complaint of thoſe who ſeek thee with a contrite heart. 
As my fins cry aloud againſt me, let my prayers aſcend with 
a ſweet ſavor to thy mercy's ſeat, and obtain for me that 


f For the ſame. 

O Lord Gad cternal, who in compaſſion to forfiul man 
didſt fend thine only Son to die upon the croſs ; ſpare 
me, O Lord, whom thou haſt redeemed, and be not angry 
with me for ever! I have ſwallowed iniquity with greed:- 
neſs, and delighted in miſery: but I look back with a 
weeping heart on theſe my offences. O give me power 


to ſubdue the irregular fallies of my deluded imagination, 
and ſtrength to act as becometh a true and conflant be- 
Lever in Feſus Chriſt. ; 


n 15. 
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| 15. 
O ron ALMIGHTY, at whoſe bow the mountains 
ſhake, and the earth trembleth from her foundations : 
thy mercies are as boundleſs as thy power Hear my 
voice, O Lord, and liften to the words of my complaint ; for 
In finitten with anguiſh of foul, and the powers of dark- 
and calm the forrows of my heart : O flop the current 
of my woe, and ſuffer me not to i r thy mercy. Re- 
lieve my diſtracted thoughts, and cheer my meurnful ſpirit! 
Though my foul is polluted with fir, thou canſt gib it 
clean ! Vile as I am, what can my longing wiſhes mean, or 
what theſe anxious throbhings of my heart, if I am not f- 
powers of language can deſcribe ! O let the rays of thy un- 
precious blozd which fell from the cross of Chrift, heal my 
diſtempered mind 


ON | 
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ON REPENTANCE. 


I. 
On Repentance, with regard to Confaſſun of Sine. 


Almighty Cad, I have offended againſt thy holy laws ! - 
deſires of my corrupted heart, leaving zndone thoſe things 
which 1 ought 1 dh; and ding thoſe things which 
ought unt to be done I have not attended to thy word, 
nor ſo reſiſted temptations to for, as to acquit myſelf at the 
tribunal of my own conſcience : how ſhall I ſtand at thy 
| Jradgment-ſeat ! yet ſyare me, O Lord, for thy mercies ſake, 
and be not angry with me for ever! Wipe out my of- 
fences from the book of remembrance, for the fake of my 
bleſſed Mediator and Redeemer JESUS CHRIST. AMEN ! 


3 


On Repentance (for the uſe of @ Family or Company. ) 
O romp oMNIPOTENT, we beſeech thee to deliver us 
Awaken thoſe who have not yet a due ſenſe of their guilt, 
and complete a penitential forrow where it is begun. — 
Renew in us whatever is loſt or decayed by our evil ha- 
bits, and reſtore to us an upright mind; that the wiles of 
Satan may not prevail againſt us. As we have thus 
Ff 3 eſcaped 
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eſcaped, by thy wnd:rful Providence, from the pollution? 
of the world, preſerve us, O Lord, from being again en · 
tangled therein. Keep us in a ſtate of conſtant watch- 
fubnefs and humility, that meekneſs and hope may reign tri- 
umphant in our hearts, and ſecure our conflancy/ This, 
O fon, we beg for Jeſus Chrift his ſake ! d 


3- 
On the ſame. 
01d th cit noe: i uit ohitoe 
truſteth will not periſh for ever: give us a ſerious temper 
of mind, that we may collect our wandering thoughts, and 
regulate our undiſciplined aſſections. Teach us to be- 
hold the wonders of thy mercies, in our deliverance. 
Extend thy goodneſs, that we may diſcern the joys of thy 
ſeech thee, that we may never return into the paths of 
fin and miſery. Give us a due ſenſe of the uncertainty of 
life, and an awful remembrance of the dreadful doom that 
waiteth on thoſe who die impenitent : that with contrite 
mercies obtain forgiveneſs, for the ſake of jESsUS cs r, 
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sini. Haus, Fortitude and Perſeverance a ctial to Religion. 


LETTER XVI. 
To the fame, 


IF the ces of the atrmicayrty are 2 thouſand times 
all kinds of deceit, are folly inthe ſuperlative degree ! And 
what foul ingratitude it is to Gad and men, to attempt to 
deceive thoſe who are the inſtruments of his mercies to us! 
— If the all-ſeeing eye of beauen CAN penetrate through all 
| Cifguizes, would you wiſh that the eyes of your companions 
or friends ſhould be very partial to your faults? Might 
not this incline you to leave thoſe faults uncorrected? 

I muſt now, moſt ſeriouſly recommend to you to read 
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world, has left as an iu- 
valuable legacy to thoſe who are his true friends and ſor- 
he invites you to accept of mercy: and forget not what 
che conditions of that mercy are. In the mean while 
be affured, that true religion and afl induflry mutually 
aſſiſt each other: the hands, as well as the heart, muſt have 
entertainment: we cannot be a/ways on our knees; but we 
do a great part of our duty to God, when we do our duty to 
aur neighbor ; and you may be ſatisfied, that religion is the 
22 is built. 

Ff4 Do 
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Do you think that a temporary inclination to goodneſs 
will, by any kind of magic, make you good? We muſt 
Kecur to the precepts of chriſtianity, or we cannot expect 
to command our paſſions or appetites, nor conſequently to 
enjoy the happineſs of virtue, here, or the reward of it 
hereafter; Remember there is nething leſs than your ſeul 
at flake. Eternity, to which millions of ages are but as 
a moment, waits your arrival on the other fide the grave 
You. have lived in a flate of fin againſt coD: ap- 
ply with the more diligence to learn, and with the 
more attention to pradiiſe, the duties of a chriſtian : there 
is the utmoſt reaſon to believe all will be well again. 
You will ſoon find that the precepts of chriſtianity ſoften 
the hardſhips of life, and render it caſy and pleaſant : they 
will give you reſolution and fortitude, and enable you at 
once to triumph over the deluding blandiſhments of forbid- 
den pleaſures, though offered by the hand of plenty ; and 
to conquer the temptations which ariſe from poverty. They 
will ſecure you from preſent miſery, as well as future pu- 
niſbment ; and could you acquire 2 ſupport, ever fo pla- 
ſmg upon other principles, would it be poſſible for you 
e. e ACC eee, AI 

your eyes to heaven for mercy ? 

3 Philoſophers of antient times, who had obſcure hints 
concerning the true Gad, taught many pleaſing, and many 
pompous leſſons, to arm mankind againſt the evils of kfe : but 
pleaſing as they were, it has been well obſerved, that thoſe 
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tefſons ſeldom did more than ſubdue evils paßt, and evils 5 
came, but evils preſent generally ſubdued them.—Such is 
not the caſe of chriſtianity : we are told from the mouth 
of the Sen of God himſelf, that his precepts will exalt 
us, from the depths of diſtreſs to the heights of happi- 
neſs.” He fays, © Come unto me all ye that travel, and are 
heavy laden, and I will grove you reſt! And experience 
EP proved, that the chriſtian religion affords 
can ſuffer, or canceive. 
F you wie deve ave rived you, of all Gu of 
good and evil; if you are not Joſt to reaſon, as your 
preſent conduct implies you are not; prove it, by think 
ing attentively on theſe things, every day of your life. 
To make a thorough change of manners is nat the work of a 
day. Religion is a ſcience, but thanks to the Almighty, 
who ſent his Son to teach us his will, it is a ſcience which 
we may ſoon learn, if we ſet heartily about it: and what 
is there of any value which is learnt without attention : 


We are all of us frail and firful creatures, and the beſt 


| are ſubje to err. Such is the imperfe/Zion of our nature, 
that a great part of the hiftory of human life, conſiſts in 

a detail of firs and ſorrow, infirmities, and repentance. 
But as it is appointed for us to chuſe OOO or EVIL; HEA- 
VEN and HELL depend much on ourſelves: and reaſon 
of anfirmities, the more diligently we ought to watch, and 
keep ric on our guard, to reſiſt the approaches of ſin. 
In the mean while it is no leſs obvious, to every one who 
really 
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really believes in the moſt ſublime and holy religion of 
Chriſt, the Saviour of the world, that it is far better to 
ſuffer any temporal evil, even death itſelf, than preſump- 
tuouſſy to offend, and with eyes open, to ruſh into wick- 
eduefs. All preſumptuons firs, properly ſo called, that is, 
great offences againſt Cad, known to be ſuch, are not 
only ſo many proofs of rebellion againſt him, but every 
commiſſion of them, from the very nature of in, eſtranges 
us the more from him : and can you believe that an oper 
at enmity with their Maker, are, with reſpect to the moral 
world, what males are in the natural world. And how 
can that be deemed leſs than enmity, when we believe a 
_ thing to be ſinful, and yet give ourſelves up to practiſe 
it? If le and obedience are the beſt proofs of friendſhip ; 
contempt and diſobedience are no leſs certain tokens of en- 


To facrifice all for the fleeting pleaſures of the day, per- 
haps the jallity of an hour, and for a precarious ſupply 
for the boch, to plunge the foul into everlaſting miſery ! 
How it upbraids with folly / The thought recoils upon 
the heart; whilſt the foul ſbudders at the dreadful proſpect 
which lies beſore her Have patience, tis but for à day, 
perhaps but a day in the Literal ſenſe ; long it cannot be: 
let the temptation preſs ever ſo hard, we are ſure, if we 
reſiſt it, we ſhall receive an immediate reward in a peaceful 
mind, whilſt the glories of immurtality are ſuſpended only 
be crowned with vidtory and triumph. 


Every 
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Every region contains fimers enough of both ſexes, and 
precepts of chriſtianity are obeyed ! But true as it is, it 
amounts to zothing in our favor. If man is not like the 
beaſt that periſhes ; if we are to be judged for all our 
| thoughts and attions, what can we expect will be the iſſue 
| of our trial, if we live in a promiſcuous commerce, differ- 
ing from beaſts, only by tranſgrefling the bounds which 
the God of nature has fixed for the government, even of the 
brute creation ? 

You have now time to give theſe momentous confide- 
rations their due weight. Avoid every thing that can 
diflurb your mind: learn diligently, and practiſe faithfully, 
thoſe virtues which the laws of Chriſt have ſo frangh en- 
joined, and ſo clearly pointed out. Conſider him as your 
great Lawgiver, your Redeemer, and your Judge! Con- 
ſider him as your friend too; he died for you, and there- 
fore muſt be fo, if you comply with the conditions of his 
friendſhip. Reaſon and faith concur in this belief : it is de- 
clared in ſuch terms, that if the Almighty Father were to 
look down from the battlements of heaven, and ſpeak in 
thunder to the affrighted world, it could not well be more 
 ebvioui than it is. If we judge from what we ſee of the 
abandened, impenitent part of mankind, the impreffion 
to happen; for as our Saviour, on occaſion of the fame 
kind of enquiry, faid, © If they believe nat Moſes and the 


| Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded, — 
. 


Sls 
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Exert yourſelf ; entertain no fond notions of eafe, but 
apply dil gently to the great buſineſs of your ſalvation *. 
If we amuſe ourſelves, and trifle away life, there is no 
repentance in the grave: thoſe muſt be fupid indeed, who 
and that the foul of man, is not of a nature to admit of 
| idleneſs. We muſt be happy, or we muſt be miſerable af- 
ter death; and death is approaching very faſt. If this is 
obvious to every child, is it not madneſs to delay a mo- 
ment? Let me entreat you, by all the ties of humanity ; 
by all the motives of love for Gad; by all the pleaſures you 
hope to enjoy, and by all the pans you are afraid to 
ſuffer, in that future ſtate to which we muſt ſoon be 


changed, to think ſeriouſly of theſe matters. Think of | 


them continually, as the incidents of liſe occur, even from 


« To fuppliant virtue nothing is deny'd —— 
« For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 


Au though @ late, @ fure reward ſucceeds.” 


And be aſſured, that there is infinite happineſs in ſtore for 
your views, and that which before looked jad and dreary, 
will change its appearances : you will learn how to con- 
virtue of every neceſſity f. FAREWEL. 


General 


* See courage and conftancy, vol. I. page 121. 
+ Ses happineſs, vol. I. pages 98, to 114. 
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General Thoughts on Religion. 


LETTER XVI. 


883 


Am not ſurprized that you ſhould ſeem to be conf 
in your ideas with regard to religion : it is a com- 
mon evil. We have all our farticular turns of thought, 
and our particular manner of expreſſing them; but few are 
qualified to give any accurate account of their own no- 
tions. The reaſon of this is obvious, for few of us ever 
make religion a, ſubje&t of diſcourſe; nor do even the 


thinking part of mankind read the ſcriptures ſo often, or ſo 


attentively as we all ought to do: in the mean while, many 
are much more ingenious to confound themſelves with the 
eee is CEN RT EO Fs 6, 
and what it ought to be. 

As to PIETY, ure, fervent, bumble, nn. 
ſigned, it is a rich jewel, which cannot be found with- 
out labor; but a plain good wnderflanding bids as fair 


A foulefs obedience is not the lot of mortals, at leaſt not of ſuch 


6 Religion in general, Vol. I. page 75. 


for it, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed talents : a good heart is 
the thing moſt neceffary, fince without this there can be 


hope that great allowances will be made for our infirmities. 


FX 
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mortals as we are; but to run the race that is ſet before us ; 
to exert our ſtrength, and when we fall, to riſe by grace, 
and to be pardoned by mercy, ſeems to be the higheſt ob- 
je, that in the general courſe of things, human na- 
ture can arrive at. 

It was the faying of a great man, that the leaſt pro- 
penlity to devotion, is preferable to all that is poſſible for 
man to know; and indeed it ſeems as natural to us, 

to be devout, as it is to breathe; ſince to feel that we 
live, and not to conſider the Lord of life, is contrary to 
reaſon, and all the common notions we entertain of gra- 


& Look round how Providence beſlaws alike 
<< Sunſhine and rain to bleſs the fruitful year = 
Aud (tho by ſeveral names and titles worſhip'd) 
Hav 'n tales the various tribute of their praiſe, 
Since all agree to own, at leaſt to mean, 


| «© One beſt, one greateſt, only Lord of all.” 
„ | But, alas! the great duty of confuleration — is moſt — 
: ouſly neglected: hence it ariſes that there is generally fo 


little gratitude, and fo much infidelity towards God; and 
infidelity is the grand ſpring of immorality. The more 
ſhould be inclined to think : and that the more we think, 
within meaſure, the more naturally we ſhould be led to 


diſtinguiſh ourſelves from brutes. But we fee in ſome d 
— 
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among the moſt ciuiliaad, that learning, as generally un- 
derſtood, and piety, are two very diſtinct things. Were 
it not for the contrivances of human laws, to enforce obe- 
dience to the divine command, and keep men in ſubjeCtion, 
from the double motive of the fear of temporal puniſbments, 
as well as the dread of everlaſting miſery ; the hope of bliſs 
eternal would be very ineffectual to keep the world in 

If ſuch is the ſtate of mankind, we ought to be the more 
diſtruſtful of ourſelves; and when we ſtand, to take the 
more heed leſt we fall. As to TAI TR, virtuous minds are 
eaſily fatisfied ; theſe have a natural propenſity to believe 
what correſponds with their diſpoſition : but it is very hard, 
if not :mpoſſuble, to remove all doubtfulneſs from vicious minds: 
for ſuppoling they had ſeen with their eyes the miracks 
recorded in the New Tglament; yet after the firſt impreſ- 
raiſe doubts about the conſequences ; and at length be in- 
geniots enough to deceive themſelves into a perſuaſion, that 
they might gratify their inclinations to vice, and yet paſs 
with :zmpunity. For the queſtion about faith, is not as 
to the degree of evidence, whether we might not have more 
than we have; but whether there is not abundantly fuſfi- 
cient for thoſe who ſincerely wiſh to obey God. 


Nor does the difficulty ariſe from any weatneſs in rea- 
ſon concerning a fo cauſe, for the moſt ſtupid and in- 
ſenſible ſee and confeſs it: but neither this faith, nor yet 
„„ 

1 veſted 
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veſted with authority from heaven, to teach mankind the 
will of God, can be ſufficient, yrithout accommodating our 
wills and inclinations to the divine command. When we 
:bey Gad, we may be faid to have ſuch a faith in him, as 
we muſt hope will engage his affi/fance and favor; or in 
other words, that ſuch a meaſure of his grace will operate 
on our minds, by means of that very will and iuclination 
to virtue, as we may fafely pronounce to be the thing 
moſt defirable to human nature; and productive of the 
greateſt and moſt permanent goed which it is capable of. 
But it ought to be remembered, that this habit of mind is 
not to be acquired without pains ; will and inclination often 
leading us by a ftrong propenſity to objects of ſenſe, to the 
luft of the fleſh, and the pride of fe. Thus we are diverted 
from the purſuit of our greateſt good : but the prize for 
which we contend, is of ſuch infinite ©:/uc, and the boſs 
ſo horrible, reaſon ſteps in to aſſure us that nothing leſs 
than a degree of madneſs, can excuſe our indalence or 
cowardice. = 

It is obſerved further, that all avilized nations near- 
ly agree, with regard to the duties of morality, though 
they differ in faith : but there is no morality fo ſublime , 
nor any fo well adapted to the ſtate of mankind, as that of 
che chriſtian. The opinion that the religion of Chriſt 
am, or abridges the true liberty. of mankind, is juſt as 
fallacious as that vice carries with it more pleaſure than 
* Charity, Vol. I. page gz. + Charaflerof a 
chriſtian, Vol. I. page 94. | 


\ 
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virtue; fo far from a natural propenſity to joy being forbid- 
den by chriſtianity, there neither is, nor do I conceive 
there can be, any ſyſtem of religion which leads to it fo 
familiarly, by the mere force of that hve and kindreſs, 
which is recommended by it. What the poet ſays of 
the SELF-LOVE of a virtuous man, is no leſs applicable 


e 


religion has on his mind. 


4 Friends, parents, neighbors firſt, it will embrace 
* Our country next, and next all human rac. 
© Wide and flill wide the o'er flowings of his mind, 
© Take every creature in, of every lind 


<< Earth fimiles around with boundhfs bounty beſt, » 


& Fad heaven beholds its image in his breaſt ! ”* 


So far from joy being forbidden, nothing can be ſo 


detrimental to the execution of our duty as CHRISTIANS, 
as a melancholy caſt of thought, except that perverſenc/; 


of heart which leads us to fly in the face of heaven. At 


the ſame time it may be obſerved, that this love and Lind. 


neſs, this chriſtian charity, or morality, can no more ſtand 


„„ 
mination, if it undermines morality. 


can be none fo high as thoſe which are derived from re- 
Lion; for none promiſe any reward comparable to it; 


deere you ma be ld ther e, 


Gg glory 


0 


| n reſpeft to the matives to human actions, there 
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gry in doing; 2 elle aQtion, to a noble end, with regard 
to ourſelves, and ſociety, than if the ſoctety only _ 
nefited. The poet, ſpeaking of virtue, fays, 


. 


. 
de ſeeks not honors, wealth, nor airy praiſe, 
4 But with herſelf, herſelf the goddeſs pays.” 


And it is true, that virtue carries with her part of the re- 
ward which ſhe promiſes ; ſhe carries with her hope and joy, 
and the fuer peace which dwells in her boſom ; dut the 
rewards of goed actions by no means terminate in the plea- 
ſure of doing them, or in the reflection that follows : 
"this pleaſure indeed, is great and permanent, but it is only a 
Prelude to a higher joy ; for I think no action can be - 
plete in all its parts, if the happineſs of the adler is not con- 
c 


* — but to is ſite 
6 n.2 virtue's work !”* 


: es As 
baniſhes gladueſs from our hearts. It forbids ſame p- 
ſures, but it gives others more laſting in their roam. A 
very ingenious author has remarked, that c The con- 
<< templation of the divine Being, and the exerciſe of vir- 
i me, are, in their own nature, ſo far from excluding all 
** gladueſs of beart, that they are perpetual ſources of it. 
The true ſpirit of religion cheers, as well as compoſes 

« the 
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& the foul: it baniſhes indeed all vity of behavior, all 
** vicious" and  diſſolute mirth, but in exchange, fills the 
4 mind with 2 perpetual ſerenity, uninterrigeed cheer fd. 
< neſs, and an habitual inclination to pleaſe others, as well 

a to be pleaſed in itſelf.” 
| Norvithſtanding this, it is no paradox, that the houſe of 
mozeyning is better than the houſe of feafting. It is evi- 
dent from the reaſon of things, and the experience of 
mankind, that as death is abſolutely certain, and that 
we ought as certainly to keep our ſpirits in a proper ſtate 
and preparation for our diſſolution ; it is far more eligible 
to die in ſuch a habit of mind, as this kind of mourning 
implies, than with ſuch hoſe, ſeattered, or voluptuous 
| thoughts, as are the ordinary attendants on ſuch pleaſur- 
able ſcenes as we generally underſtand by the houſe of 
feafling. It may be obſerved alſo, that Providence has 
ſo ordered things, with regard to this world, that pla- 

fore loſes its name when we are glutted with it: and as 
mourning becomes criminal, when it due unt bend the 
96. 
this very mourning is converted into joy. 

In this general view we may conclude, that there is a 
We muſt not be overcome by forrow, nor by joy; our 
ſpirits ſhould be equal ; remembering that the joy, which 
_ ariſes from a well-grounded hope of being acceptable in 
the fight of God, is fo folid and permanent, that all 


others dwindle and expire before it ; and in this ſenſe the 


. 2 with op 
Gg2 The 


. 


The ſum and ſubſtance of the religion of Chrift is 
comprehended in three words, FAITH, HOPE and CHA- 
KTV *. It conſiſts in faith, or a belief in ont cop the 
ſupreme Almighty Lord and Father of all, who is ſelf-exiſt- 
ing in abſolute perfection; infinite in power and wiſdom, 
juſtice and mercy : Aud in Jxsus CHRIST, the expreſs 
image of the Father, who was ſent upon earth as our $0- 
VEREIGN, our TEACHER, Our LAWGIVER, our RE- 
DEEMER, and is appointed to be our JUDGE : And in the 
HOLY GHOST THE COMFORTER, as the SPIRIT pro- 
ceeding from CoD, by whom affiſtance or GRACE © af- 
forded to men, due ſupplicatiam being made for it, in order | 
to 63 
our DIVINE LAWGIVER and Saviour. 

The nature of our compoſition is conſeſſedly incampre- 
hen/ible to us. We carry about us a ment of wonder 
in the frame of our bodies ; how much more ought we 
t entertain the moſt awful regard to ourſelves, as an 

amazing proof of the divine workmanſhip, in the conſti- 
| tution of our foub! As we underſtand fo little of this 
connection; it is moſt wonderful that man ſhould ever 
| attempt to comprehend the nature of Ged This how- 
ever we know, that G0D is adorable, and that we mut adore, 
and obey him too. This is enough for us to know in our 
reſent, flate. It is therefore evident, that yz has not en- 
dowed us With a capacity to comprehend the Trinity in Unity. 
| nnn who ſolicited mercy 
in behalf of his child, © Dal then ? The an- 
fwer 


bi p90. Charity, p. 92. 


Faitb, Vol. I. pag. 85. 
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fwer was, Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief | or, 
in other words, affiſt me to increaſe, confirm, and ffrengthen 
my belief, that thou art the true Meſſiah! and direct 
ſenſible is to devote my heart to the ſupreme God, who 
gave me my Being. 

| The religion of Chrift alſo conſiſts 1 as in- 
deed all religions do; but this is no leſs than the hope of 
happineſs eternal, founded on the merits of no leſs a perſon 
than the. ſame Ixsus CHRIST, the Son of the LIVING 
GOD, who viſited the earth as A MAN, and whoſe bland 
was ſhed as 4 PROPITIATION and atonement for the fins 
of the REPENTING WORLD.—As the conſideration of 
his ſuffermgs enables us to triumph over the affiid:ons to 
which we are ſubject ; the awful reflexion of his almighty 
pexer,, bumbles the foul, and the bigheft cxattations of carthly 
ſplendor appear as nothmg before him. | | 
Our religion conſiſts alſo in charity, as the reſult of our 
belief, and as the performance of thoſe duties which are 
required of us by the fame Divine LAWGIVER ; that 
85, TO” DO JUSTICE, TO SHOW MERCY, ro WALK 
HUMBLY BEFORE con; and as a conſequence of the 
whole, to keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world. 
No it ſeems to me impoſſible for you, or me, or any 
one, as 2 rational creature, to entertain this faith, or hope, 
or to pradliſe this charity, and at the fame time to ve in 
any noon wickedneſs. Obedience and rebellion, at the fame | 
time, are abſokte contradittions. You may with as much 
ͤᷓ— ws, or that he did not make 
Gg 3 the 


which,. as I have juſt, abſerved, is the object of our 


[ 454 ] 
| the world, though you ſee 14 in the work of bis bands 3 


there is fo very clear and authentic an hiffory of bis life, and 
death, ſupported by the evidence even of thoſe who were 
be no judgment after death ; as that the guilty will paſs un- 
prniſhed ; or in other words, that you may indulge a known 
fm, and yet not be obnoxious to puniſhment for it here- 
after. 8 

you may alſo as well ſuppoſe a perſon to deſerve the 
name of goed, who is very pious in the morning, and very 
ziched-in the afterncon, as that this virtue can prevail as 
2 ſacrifice during the continuance of a premeditated fin : 
nor do I comprehend how the true charity of a follower 
of Chr:ft can exiſt, without the true piety of a chriffiax. 
When you conſider further, that what is denominated 
fin, or a breach of the divine law, is clearly and exprefsly 
mentioned in the New Teffament, by the fame divine 
lawgroer himſelf, and alſo by his authority ; there can be 
no doubt concerning what is fin. The world itſelf, 


ſenſes, can hardly be more worthy of our belief, that it 


ſtood by for, is highly offenſive to God. This is ob- 
the divize laws ; and alſo by that conſcience informing us, 


that if we de u repent, we fall be punifbed heregfter, 


—— 
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F it is not ſo, what can conſcience mean ? was it given for 


no end? We may laugh at conſcience; fo we may like- 
wiſe laugh at hunger, but if we do not comply with the 


calls of it, we ſhall die: and we can no more reſiſt the 


calls of this appetite, and yet keep our bodies aliue, than 
from periſbing. The only difference is, that the object 


of one is preſent, of the other at ſome diſſance, though it 


may reach us every hour. 


no repentance in the grave! We are now under probation ; 
what think you will be the conſequence after dab, when 


| we are judged according to that law which we are now | 
commanded to walk in; and that conſcience which we are 


now commanded to obey, if we do nat walk in the ane, 
nor obey the other? 


glorious rewards of chriftianity. Agreeably to this ſtate of 
tical divinity, as well as the condition of mankind, you 
find our church prays, ©* Give unto us the increaſe of faith, 
hope and charity; and that we may obtain that which thou deff 
promiſe, make us to love that which thou dit command . 
For the fame reaſon it is obvious that every one, in 


d 1. 
* Colle for the 14th ſunday aſter Trinity. 
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Faith, D : 
and it is not poſſible to reject either, and be intitled to the 


12 222 of repentance, + 
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. If you, for inſtance, who lately deferred a harſh 
name, are notwithſtanding truly a penitent, your condi- 
tion may be ſoon rendered as far more deſirable than that 
of the firſt and greateſt of mankind, who are impenitent, 
as eternity exceeds time, or the higheſt happineſs, the 
the more charitable you ought to be in your opinions of 

e often act as if the time to come were not of the 
fame nature as the time paſt; but whether it glides in 


| pleaſure, or labors on in pain, it will ſoon be gone. 


| But eternity /—® Thou pleaſing dreadful thought !”” Who 
would forfeit thy joys for millions of worlds ! Who 
would ſuffer thy torments for all thoſe worlds can give, 
were we exempt from ſickneſs, poverty and pain, the pangs 
of farrow, or the ravages of time / But being, as we all 
are, inheritors of ſo many evils, let us rejoice that our 
reaſon walks hand in hand as the conflant faithful friend 
of adamant, conſtraining us to fall down and adere the 
hand that gave it, reſigning our wills to him whence all 
counſel and reflexim ſpring ! | 

| Thus you may perceive, chat ſo far from giving your- 
ſelf up as , nope is at once your duty, your happineſs, 
and your remedy e and if your heart is fixcere, you may 
build it on a rec, which is ſecured by the arm of omni- 
patence. Hupe will ceaſe with enjoyment : Faith will 
be abſorbed in the fruition of blib : but charity wil 
endure for ever ! The love of God | 


and men is the com- 


q pletion 
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pletion of all human happineſs, boch here and hereafter ; 


for though it may differ eſſentially in degree, the joys of 


heaven will probably conſiſt in it. But if we do not poſ- 
| ſels this charity, ſo as to receive joy and comfart in it here, 
is it to be preſumed that we ball, or that we can, in the 
nature of things, be capable of it hereafter, or conſe- 
| quently that we can be happy * And if we are net happy, 
we mult be miſratle, for this plain reaſon, that the 
foul is immortal and will not periſh. 

Nor is hope, or fear, or love only concerned, in reli- 
gjon.. Gratinde i one of the eue Mee of the 
ſoul, eſyecially when it is expreſſed towards thoſe who, 


| How voſt is the debt due to heaven, for the goodneſs en- 


preſſed in the redemption of the world by the death of 


, Who can forget it, or remembering withhold 
2 


Hon the table of my memory 

« FI wife away all trivial fond records, 

** All ſows ® of books, all forms, all preſſures paſt, 
« And THY COMMANDMENT all alone ſhall Au 
&« Unmix'd with baſer matter ! ” 


Yourſelf can beſt determine as to your own ſincerity. Our 


hearts are treacherous, and we cannot eaſily fathom the depths 
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of uur dum corruption | ion ; but there is @ rule by which to paſs @ 
judgment if you” court- every” thing that is 600D, which 
accident- and. your fitnatim in life will admit ; and fly 
from every thing that is Evi, or that leads to evil, 
which - accident or your ſituation in life may expoſe you to, 
E as oats 
* of Ged. 
Hope, when it is ill grounded, is generally called the 

 foal's paradiſe : and with reſpect to the preſent part of our 
exiſtence, we often find that it is vain to imagine that 
even comſeious innocence, or the love of God and an, 
or the greateſt ſervices done to our ſellow- creatu e, will 
de always effeftual to build our expectations upon, for 
favor, kindneſs, or even juſtice from the world. but it is 
not ſo with GOD ; he who knoweth all things, and judges up- 
rightly, and certainly will reward our virtue. As hope is 
ward for nothing, we muſt conſequently act agreeably to it. 


«< —— If we have hoje in heav'n's h 
« Toys, we muſt mate ſignal of that hope 1” 


No-one can in reaſon expect, even the common ſupports 
of life, unleſs he ſpeaks his wants, and uſes his reaſon to 
obtain them; and the ſame reaſon tells us, that we muſt 
amplore the mercies of heaven to relieve our ſpiritual 
wants, as well as our temporal ones, not by weak-minded 
or trifling prayers, or by a languid indifference in our 


alia, but with doſe attention, and as if we believed, 


14391 
what we ſay we befeve ; at the fame time ptacliüng that 
as well as for its own intrinſic worth. Mere ſpeculative 
virtue is of no value. Unleſs you are reſolute and deter- 


mined to ſeek the truth, and mercies of Gad through Chrift, 
and to ſhun the falſbied and malignity of for, you can 
To apply theſe reflexions to your own cafe, for hea- 
ven's fake haſten to recover from that lthargy of un- 
derflanding, and that madneſs of heart, under which you 
fo lately labored. If you believe that your foul is immor- 
tal, cleanſe it by your prayers, and by a virtuous and re- 
„ 
bly hope to. be happy for ever = 

Here fix your mark : here keep your eye attentive, that 
you may not qverſhoot the haven of your reſt. "The more 
virtuous you are, the more acceptable you will be in the 
fight of God. How often do we fee the breaſt of the 
great and noble tortured even to diſtraction, when the 
humble cottager lives and dies i comfort. As with 
the health of the body, ſo it is with the foul: Sleqp 


6 Flies the canopies of fly flate 


« Tho lull'd with ſounds of fweeteft melody, 


Tit ſeals the nu BoY's ges, and rocks his brains 
& In cradle of the rude imperions ſurge.” 
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Such is the order of nature, with regard to man, and 
the objects of ſenſe; and can we heſitate a moment in 
believing, that the. Great Author of nature has the fame 
regard to man with reſpect to the moral world ; and will 
gn re? 22 coma fn, when Reid in 
the regions on the other fide the grave ! 

Happy ſhall I be, if you give theſe conſiderations their 
d weight, and enter into the true ſpirit of them, that 
I may be afliſtant in promoting your felicity, for I be- 
heve it will be an anſpcatable advantage to myſelf, if by 
this means I can be inſtrumental to your acceptance with 
God, when you ſhall be arraigned and appear before the 
throne of your tremendous judge; who with more than 
angelic ſweetneſs may pronounce this ſentence, «© Well 
r 
you? 7am yur way war friend, 
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LETTER xm. 
To the fame. 


HEN you conſider the nature of this charity, 
relieved, the greater will be the merũ of it. Thoſe who 
are ſincere ſhould loſe no time in qualifying themſelves 
for beth worlds : and upon the fame principle, thoſe who 
are not fincere aft as enemies to the defign, whilſt they 
practiſe a miſerable deceit on themſelves. She who over- 
looks or abuſes the intent of this truly pious undertaking, 
friends, but the conſequences will fall heavy on her own 
Co” 

No perſon of common ſenſe, much lefs a chin, 
e Nee, eee eee 


rial att wants oe 
concealed from the proper perſons who are to judge of the 
nature of offences. This may appear as a hard leffon, but in 


ies conſequences it will be the higheſt act of mercy. You 
will ſhow fo much the greater tenderneſs to your compa- 
— JT vl hap them ſo much the more 

in 
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in awe, as to outward cmd; and an inward purity, 
and ſenſe of religion will be acquired ſo much the ſooner. 
| You will alſo add to the reputdtian of this charity, and 
fo far be yourſelf a contributer towards the ſupport of 
it. You may eaſily conceive that every one that leaves 
the houſe as a true and fincere penitent, will advance the 
intereſt of it. The whole undertaking is of too ſerious 
a nature to admit of any diſeuſe ; and as it is more eaſy” 
to prevent an evil than to cure it, I therefore put you on 
Pour guard. To know when we are well, requites a 
good ſhare of underſtanding : and it is impoſſible that 
domeſlic peace and harmony can be built on any other ſtable 
foundation, than the folid truths and praftice of chriftia- 
nity. To ſeek for repentance, where there is no contri- 
tion, is juſt as abſurd as to compel people to be religions. 
A defire to repent is one great ſſep towards repentance ; 
but ſhe who has no defign to repent, muſt be ever ating 
8 @ part, no leſs injurious to her companions than to her- 
ſelf. 
Conſidering the numberleſs 2233 
wee rule of conduR ſuitable 0 i, 228 
it demands our moſt religious zeal and attentian. 
| Good manners is alſo eſſential to peace ; and thoſe who 
have moſt breeding, will certainly give the beſt proofs of 
it. The natural tendency of great familiarity is to create 
contempt : but in ſuch a houſe, calculated for ſuch great 
and noble ends, peace and Ay GCC 


1 1 
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ar. Prudence, as well as religion, demands of us to 
overlook and diſregard many kinds of idle words, in our 
own particular caſe ; but with regard to the general axco- 
nomy of ſuch a houſe as this, ſuch words muſt be care- 
fully ſuppreſſed, even though they ſhould not happen to be 


of a malignant kind ; for repentance can have no life where 

concord is not the animating principle. 
ſtories, whether true or falſe, to create uneaſmeſs, ſhould 
alſo know that ſhe acts like an enemy to the charity ; ren- 
be aſſured, if ſhe perſiſts ſhe will not find any proteQion 
in the houſe ; I mean, that ſhe will not be permitted to 
_ remain in it. 7, 5 
There is another fault which too ofter! prevails in the 
world : indeed it deſerves the name of a crime; I mean 
HYPOCRISY. Deceit is the charateriſtic of the father of 
lies, and too many of thoſe who have forſaken the guide 
which has eſtranged their hearts from Gad; or from a 
habit of artful tenderneſs to captivate the partners of their | 
| Iniguity, you know tos well they are generally given to 
Hing and bypocrify. Theſe crimes are abominable in their 
own nature, but they receive a blacker bue from the ſhade 
that is caſt on them, under the umbrage of pretended 
In all caſes we muſt judge with candor, and exerciſe 
our reaſon. We muſt accommodate ourſelves to truth, 
| "he 
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the nature of your own ſituation, and. what belongs td 
you as proſeſſing to ve peace ; that peace, which religion 
only can give. This is the aher which I earneſtly re- 
commend to you, for your daily conſideration, and as the 
ſudject of your daily talk: and it is this which will ren- 
der you amiable in the fight of that 60D, whoſe mercies 
you ſupplicate, and on whoſe protection you have thus 
wiſely thrown yourſelf. Act therefore a confifent part: 
do honor to jeurſelf, and to your friends, that you may 
not reproach yourſelf with folly and ingratitude, in ad- 
r 
| plunge yourſelf into further djfreſt. | 
OY With regard to matters of inſtruckion, as you read 
well, perhaps you may be called upon to afliſt others. 
There are many ſtrong reaſons for learning to read well, 
at leaſt agreeably. A good utterance is 2 great improve- 
ment of common ſpeech ; and a recommendation to the 
favor of the world. If it is a ſhame to neglect an op- 
portunity of addrefling ourſelves to God, it certainly is 
not leſs ſo, to neglect one of the neceſſary means of learn- 
ing aur duty to him; and you may obſerve, that the go- 


wernors of this charity are always mindful that thoſe who 


cannot read at all, ſhould be taught. Ignorance has in- 
volved many in their preſent difireſs, and it may be hoped 
that the removal of that ignorance, will remove the di- 
ffreſs. This can hardly be done fo properly and effectu- 
ally, as by reading, that the parties may know how to 
employ fuch of their hours, as become dangerous ; for that 
very time, which is more valuable than all the gold of 
8 | 1 
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Brazil, or the filver of Per, when it bectines burthes 
ſeine to us, is generally abuſed, and too ofien converted 


to the uiii purpoſes. We ſhall hardly practiſe what we 


do not hi) nor can we know what is right till we are 
infirufied. There are certain rules by which we muſt re- 
gulate life, if we mean to be happy ; and it is more than 
| probable we ſhall ahr them, and conduct our lives the 
| better, on account of reading. e dawn 
pn emer ne hag 5 
You are now happy in having time to think ſeriouſly. 
Now i your opportunity i blue bad bait 2nd to ac 
quire good ones : if you Toſe this occaſion, which the in- 
dulgerice of heaven has beſtowed upon you, as it were by 
a miracle, what can you expect hereafter ? You are ſen- 
fible that the deſign of this charity is to ſave you, and 
| many ſuch unhappy perſons from infany, dfraſe, and un- 
timely death : to habituate the antcaſt of the earth to »/e- 
fol indyfly, and by giving them the fairet opportunity 
of repentance, adminiſter to the ſaving their ſank. — 
As you have parents and friends, I hope they will not 
de lefs forward in the great duties of chriſtianity to their 
own bleed ; than ffrangers have been to you, on the common 
happy as to have any parents alive, or none that can be 
of uſe to them, muſt make themſelves friends. Let them 
do their duty to oon, and their neighbor, and. Providence 
will never forſake them. 
| There are many good people in the world, who confi 
A the various calamities of human life, and will give 
—_ mhelter 
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ſhelter to the wretched, when theſe forſake their evil 
ways, and folicit the mercy of heaven. But as we 
grievouſly load our account of guilt, when we offend in 
a fond preſumption that we ſhall one day repent, and be 
accepted by Gad; ſo' we tranſgreſs on all the rules of 
common prudence, if we flatter ourſelves, that, tho' wicked, 
we ſhall receive favor and protection from mankind. | 

As to the womer who are diſcharged from the Magda- 


lane Houſe, if the thought of future bliſs and miſery truly 


affeQts them, they will be enabled to truſt themſelves again 
in the world ; but; I hope they will remember, that the 


united force of prudence and religion will not be more than 


a match for the temptations, which they may meet. 
For your own part, you ſee I am your friend; take 
heed to your ways. If you tranſgrefs, and are diſcharged, 
hence there can be no admittance again into this houſe ; 
and God knows what admittance you will find in any other, 


nne manſions of perdition, which 


„ 
ſuffer, daath not excepted. 


; Your brother often enquires after you, and I am glad 
that I can give him ſo good an account. Be aſſured that 


ſo long as you behave well, you will engage the at- 


tention of your friends. FAREWEL. 


14 


* „ 
—— 


On Gratitude, as effential to Religion. 
LETTER M. 
To the ſame. 
BOVE all things, let me recommend ts you to 
be grateful. There is no virtue which can afford 


| you ſo much pleaſure as gratitude ; and you may be 
_ aſſured, that as no fatisfation can be greater than to 


nothing will render you more amiable in the fight of God 
and men. If you conſider it with reſpeck to the common | 
events of life, it will lead you into the paths of peace : the 
obligation to it is eternal and immutable : it includes humi- 
4% and Kii; and 2s religion ought to influence us 
in the fe place, and above all other things, it ſeems to . 
imply a contradiction, — 
ful to Gal. 
ate: oof e 
dur enemies, who would reduce us to a dependance on 
ahi miſery? Ween » gmon, by whnk grads | 
A 
Ses Gratitude, Ef. Vol. 1. page 115. 
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and military virtue fach victory was obtained; we acknow- 


| ledge our obligations to him; we give him our very hearts * 


ſhall not thaſa hearts be grateful to the Great Captain of 
length, as a proof of his LOVE, laid gown his life far our 


| fakes ? As our Severeign, our Lawgiver, and our Fudge, 


he has commanded us to remember his precepts. As our 
mighty Saviour and Redeemer, he has appointed peculiar 
rites, in remembrance of bis death, until his coming again in 
2 cam you forget the! fervice, or withleld the vita 
of yaur thanks for ſuch dm benq ?: 
Think cloſely. Reaſon is as much reaſon in ralgious, 
29 in worldly concerns. With regard to commen affairs, 
we are ſometimes called ungrateful, as if our mind were 
perverſe, when the cauſe arifes from our affiFions being dull 
and languid, or our judgments weak in diſcerning the 
favor done us. r odds 


apt to be loſt ; but gratitude best the lefs qracitade, he- 
cauſe | receive a favor from the hands of mn I om 
then obliged to many; that is, to every one whem 1 know 
to be concerned in the erz but mere _particulatly to 
thoſe who have the e- Alen of the kindneſ I 
receive. If this kindneſs ald happen to by: er- 
by my kenefaddor, that may be bis fault, but I wi 'nee 
therefore, for my awn ſake, ſuppreſs my ſenſe. of the ab- 
ligation. But if only a froher regard is expected and re- 
quired, it is an injury to um ſociety to withhold it. n- 


gratitude is a menſfer which ought to be buated out of all 


ſeciety. | | Every 
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thanks in ſuitable terms; but to be inſenſibie of gratitude, 
argues baſeneſs or finpidity. If we conſider the condition 
in which mankind are placed, as dependant on each other, 
it is but juſt and natural to be delighted with good fru, 
and the proſpect of earthly felicity : yet it muſt come from 
the hands of men, in ſome ſhape or other; and is it there 
fore the leſs pleaſong ? ls there not the higheſt compla 
.Cency in being an object of the care of our fallow-crea- 
tures p of whom would we wiſh to be beloved? So far 
from a diſgrace, it is an earheſt of the j.. of Go, 
| who direfts and governs all : and as this naturally affords 
great pleaſure to a mind well taught, we ſhould return the 
pleaſure we receive, by doing to others all the kindneſs and 
fervice we can ; and in many caſes the beſt, or only lt 
neſi we can ſhow, is to let them fee that we intereſt our- 

ſelves in their ſelicity, at the very moment that we pro- 

mote our own, by acting the part wheeh is right, and 

Thus gratitude grows into charity, which is the bond 
of all virtues. You ſee there cannot be a more pleaſing 
exerciſe to the ſoul ; nor is there any virtue that rewards | 
ite more highly; ſo that had it xo other reward, any per- 
fon of underſtanding, who conſiders the make of his 6wn 
riſh a grateful temper. Not to do this is to proclaim our- 
| ſelves ignorant, baſe, and vile. Let the benefit, I ſay, be 
conferred by whomſoever, Cad is the author and giver of 
I _ 
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all good. Men are only his ayfruments, but we may a5 
well pretend to hue GOD when: we have not ſeen, at the 
very time that we hate our brother whom we have ſeen, as to 
pretend to expreſs gratitude to Gad, when we have no grati- 
tude to men. This ſeems to imply an abſurdity in terms. 
The good things of this world are apt to ſtrike us 
more forcibly at firſt view, than thoſe which relate to 
the nent; but of all the mercies men can ſhow to 
their fellow-creatures, this which is ſhown to you ſeems 
to be one of dhe muff offential; and includes all that be- 
neficence, which to thoſe who believe in the immortality of 
the ſoul, is the one thing needful. 
Conſider how beſt to expreſs your gratitude. If your 
affeftions are dull and languid, yet a ſenſe of duty and 
principle will incline you to expreſs it in the way moſt ho- 
norable to yourſelf, and moſt acceptable to your bene- 
factors, whoſe only concern, as I have already obſerved, 
is to ſee you do, what is right for you to do. 

When you fing the thankfgiving hymn * to the Al- 
mighty ; conſider it, at the ſame time, as an acknow- 
ledgment of the power of gratitude to exalt your mind. 
And when you leave the hauſe, if you mean to ex- 
preſs 2 real ſenſe of your obligation, be irn, and 
without plunging yourſelf into the guilt of the moſt en- 
ormous ingratitude ts Gad and man, which, tho? not puniſh- 
able as ſuch, by any human laws, is reſerved for that dread- 
fol ſcene which no pen can deſcribe ! I am, Cc. 


* When all thy mercies, O my God, &c. whag a he 2 
4 7 | | ; l : 


LETTER XX. 
77 the fame. 


EEING how dangerous a thing life is, under all 
its advantages, and that happineſs is the great object 
in purſuit, we muſt conſider what will beſt promote that 
happineſs with reſpect to the particular condition of life, 
in which Providence has placed us; ever carrying in our 
breaſt the deepeſt ſenſe of this great truth, that the 
foul of the peaſant, and the foul of the king, are of equal 
value in the fight of Gad. Let us do the beſt we can. 
Life is a ſcene of care, and prudence is the offspring of 
experience, eſyecially of that experience which we learn 
and as I cannot help conſidering you, in many reſpects, 
= 2 Gngier of ap cum, I will make you the bgf foofer 
I am able. 
Tho? it is more eaſy to give, Wande 
ſel, it is nevertheleſs one of the beſt things we can recezve ; 
che application muſt depend entirely on ourſelves. If my 
the crime will be your own, and you will be fo far the If 
Hh wih- 


geruous, and fincere behavior. Though you ſhould be 
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| without excuſe. But I truft in God my lyber will not be 


thrown away. 


| In the fff place, let me adviſe you to caſt your eye 


goed humour and ids, are the ruling principles of 
look at the copy you mean to imitate. If it is not your 
good fortune to get at the acquaintance, or knowledge 
of ſuch a character, ſeek for one in books, and render 


yourſelf an original, by a ſtedfaſt adherence to ſuch prin- 


ciples as you adopt : and above 22 well when 
the Saviour of mankind taught and pract᷑iſed. 

Remember that all the ſocial duties of life are reci- 
procal; and if you hope to receive any favor or indulgence, 
you mult endevor to deſerve them, by an obliging, an in- 


able to carry a point by fal- and Miß. yet i 
you believe in a fiate of rewards and puniſhments after 
death, you muſt ſee that you will be infinitely the 
loſer by the bargain. The great foundation of happineſs 
to rational and accountable Beings, is an inviolable attach- 
ment to truth. We cannot lie to the prejudice of another, 
without malice or villa; nor in excuſe for ourſelves, 
without guilt or cowardice - in both cafes we either pro- 
poſe a diref? advantage to ourſelves, or to prevent ſome | 
miſchief, but the greateſt miſchief and diſadvantage of all is, 
that we are at the fame moment battering with the DE v1L 


for eur ſens, and throwing them away for wife. This 


praflice, at the beſt, generally brings on great contempt, 
. * 5 


my 1231 
and we Joſe all inf and unt: whereas truth carties 
with it ſo much dignity and rabatt, that the very confeſ- 
hon of a treſpaſs eftabliſhes an opinion, that we ace ferry 
for it, and that we are not guilty of any other: and thes 
Truth in ſpeech, or words, naturally leads to truth in 
aztiens ;, and it is impoſhble for a diſhoneſt perſon to be 2 
Faithful ſervant to Gad or man, or to enjoy the plealures 


| which wait on virtzens deck, Thoke who eſcape wich- 


out being puniſhed or detected, tremble at their own 
thoughts : the conſciouſneſs of guilt, and the dread of a 
diſcovery, torment their ſouls on this fide the grave, un- 
leſs they are totally given over and abandoned by G 
himſelf. But innocence looks up towards heaven with 
NN didaining the thought 


<< She that has light within her own dear breaft, 
 & May ft Tf center, and enjoy bright dy; 
| 4 But ſhe that hides a dark foul, and for! thoughts, 
„ 
„ 


| ama fory to fay, there are too many Hite arts and cam: 
trroances pratiſed by both ſexes, of the great as well as 
the /ttle ungar. The honeſt beggar may diſdain the con- 


duct of a prince; and upon the fame account that an 
honefl man is faid to be the nobleft work of Gad, an honeſt 
nan . 

jut, 
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than honefly ; and to tell a man he is falſe to his word, 
or unjuſt in his dealings, or a woman that ſhe is a hurbe, 
cannot be expreſſed in ſtronger ternis, than that they are 
And, alas! what ding tricks are often played off 
upon the nobleſt affeftions of the human foul. How 
often have I ſeen a ſtorm of artificial paſſion ſhake a female 
_ OT "IO "TI 
breaking; 


* ' 


_  * Whilft waiting tears floed ready for command, = 


In a word, the ways of being diſboneft, are as numerous 
as the inventions of hell and the devil: therefore if you 
have heaven in your eye, and hope to get thither, wear 
Gon 1s TRUTH; and when you depart from truth, you 
depart from Gad. 

Charity is the bond of ſociety : avoid all fuch diſcourſe 
as may injure others. To fay all he knows is the taſk of 
an idiot; and to ſay any thing that can hurt another, is 
| generally a proof of our depravity ; and evil reports in the 
moral, are as ſtorms and tempeſts in the natural world. 

Never fay any thing evil of any one ; and this will de 
| the ſureſt way for xo one to ſay evil of you. If you at- 
tempt to gloſs over your former conduct, by railing at 

other feli, „** 
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your own conduct is not called in queſtion, you may not 
only do them an irreparable injury, but yourſelf alſo. Your 
reputation, as well as the integrity of your heart, may 
both be laid waſte by your own indicretion. I know but 
which is, to be ſilent, if I can fay no goed of them. 


That you may never depart from that interity of mind, 
which I wiſh you, with all my foul, whatever your future 
fortune ſhall be, let me caution you againſt all kinds of 
1 Feed b inns . 
neceſſarily provides guad ſauce. Skep allo is defigned by 
nature only as a refreſhment. An over indulgence in 
meats, dinls, or fred, is defiruttive of the health of the 
| body, and the viger of the foul. For the ſame reaſon, and 
of what is called pleaſure, is one of the greateſt evils 
complaint of the times. It is very elegantly obſerved, that 
8 we wiſh away whole years, and travel through time as 
ing to arrive at certain imaginary points of reſt which are diſ- | 
perſed up and down in it. We fly from one objett to another 
Lil reſtleſs and unſatisfied.” By expecting a great deal 
more than theſe objects can give, we find a great deal leſs ; 
| are apt to think them the only thing dyfrable. In propor- 
tion as our firſt impreſſions are wrong, juſt as the firſt 

| con- 


3 
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concoction of the aliments of our bodies, indigefed ne- 
tions about pleaſure, breed a multitude of ill ue. 

Of all human purſuits there is no enjoyment com- 
parable to virtuous frimd/bip, agreeable to what I have 
already mentioned, of the example of a virtnous perſon 3 
but ſhe muſt be truly virtuous, or you had far better con- 
verſe with your own heart, and grow fond of your own 
ideas of virtue. Nothing is better calculated for the ge- 
 vernment of the paſſians, or the improvement of the under- 
Aanding, than friendſbip, if well choſen. 

Next tothe labor of our own hands, and heads, in the way 
which Providence has pointed out to us, the entertainment 
tendency to corrupt the heart, is a perpetual fource of 
comf ert and relief to the mind, ever in ſearch of action; 
an} fuman nature being ſtill the fame, the change of ab- 
jecti among the rich or poor, is not ſo great as is imagined. 
Io adviſe the ignorant, relieve the needy, and comfort 
the «fiitted, afford a vaſt field for filling up our vacant 
time. Mitizating the ſierceneſs of anger; doing juſtice 
to injured characters; ſoothing the envious into pity ; 
and gently leading thoſe who are flaves to their preju- 
dices into the ways of truth : theſe are employments 
ſuited to us as reaſonable creatures, and to be enamoured 
of any object which reaſon cannot ſupport, is certainly 
a procf that we are gong wrong. 


The duties of filial or fraternal, connubial or paren- 
tel loie, with all their various connections, ſhould em- 
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1 . 

In the mean while, 2 
expenſive, are not only moſt durable, but alſo moſt ſolidly 
delightful. Riding, os walking in fine weather, and fur- 
veying the beautiful face of the carth, and the heavens, 
are far more enchanting than the moſt brilliant court, 

were it adorned with tex millions value in diamonds, and a 
noble amuſements : but a great fondneſs for them becomes 
a ine, eſpecially if the expence is above our firtunes. 


Cass won certain degree may be permitted, but when 


if they could do it with impunity. 


hid waste, and every thing that is truly worthy, fub- 
mits to the moſt barbarous defpotifm over the foul : and 
which happens too often, theſe implimentt of amuſement, 
are fit only for thoſe who would pick their neighbors pockets, 


| As to dancing, the inhabitants of the eaftern world, 
who belt retain the original fimple ideas of thinge, affign 
mis employment to the lower claſſes of the people only ; 
and a great man keeps men and women to dance h; fore 
him, for his amuſement, as we keep running horſes, or 
perſon of condition, or fair fame; to be ſeen dancing. This 

is 8heir notion; and what is ours? The poet ſayn, 


4 at 
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— the parity of meing maid 


In courtly balls and midnight maſquerades, 

c Safe from the treach'rous friend, or daring ſpark, 
* The glance by day, or whiſper in the dark, 
ben muſic ſoftens, and when dancing fires ? © 


I can tell bim what it is :—it is native madſy, or 2 ſenſe 
of ſhame ;, ſeif-love, as expreſſed in prudence ; and it may 
feſſed chriſtians. Beſides, all men and women are not of the 
fame complexion, and all places are not fit for amour. Mo- 
deſt reſoris being well regulated are uſeful for amuſement, for 
feciety, and for making young perſons acquainted, by which 
marriage is promoted. But things which are warrantable 
to ſome, who have time and money to ſpare, and whoſe 
charafters are untainted, may not be fo to others; and 
that which is warrantable in a certain degree and manner, 
is not fo, if the due meaſure is neglected, much leſs are 
of any thing is dangerous ; and however the harmony of 
motion may pleaſe the moſt harmonized mind, the 1 
mults and diſorders of the major part of dancing meetings 
cannot have any goed effects ; bad ones I believe they 
oſten have; and the moſt innocent are in danger of be- 
ing of their guard, and of diſſipating their thoughts, if 
not rufflizg them: and it ſeems to be a "of this, 
that dancers are often intoxicated with for their 
diverſion, and, like men that love ſtrong drink, ſeldom 
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— amuſement beyond all decency in point of hours, both with 
regard 40 health, and their ability to diſcharge the duties 
of life the next day. 

* aa 
general, the manner now in uſe, I think do ſome miſ- 
chief to the moſt innocent, who frequent them ; and too 
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deen than debauchery. 8 

Let the gay world, innecent or vicious, do as they pleaſe; 

and reconcile the exceſs, as they can; I charge you, as 

yz hal renember the regard 1 few you, and what is of 
infinitely greater conſequence, as you mean to take care of © 
your own ſoul, not to mix in any ſuch public aſſemblies. 
| It is more than probable your face will be remembered, 
and you will run a double riſk. Your very appearance 
will be an invitation to libertines ; and the notion of your 
being a penitent, or having forſaken an evil courſe of life, 
| hardly have any great inclination for ſuch paſtime ; but 
whilſt it laſts, if you ſhould be in a condition of life to 
n You 

"V jvw me with, 3 kit you wil alſo ſhow your goed 

ſenſe, as well as your repentance, by your dreſs. Abſurd 

fiery, or a flaunting dreſs, ſeems to be a kind of public 

| proclamation, that a woman is, has been, or would be, 2 

harkt ; "which 1 ſuppoſe no mod woman would chuſe. 
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It is generally conſidered as -a female privilege, though 
when carried beyond a certain mark argues {evity of mind, 
if not corruption of heart. Fortune-hunters of both ſexes 
may confider fine clthes s efſential to their ſucceſs : but 
for a weman to throw away ber foul, for 2 tawby gar- 
mant, as many a filly girl has done, is moſt ſhocking 


indeed to common fenſe, as well as religion. O nza- 
zom, where art then, when we give up HEAVEN, to tickle 
our vanity, for a moment; to be ADbun by ourſelves, 
and LAUGHED at, or fiitied by the reft of mantind/ 
Need I tell you that there is any thing which can endan- 
ger your virtue more, than an indulgence of this forble ? 
At beſt it will create great anxiety ; but it ay put you on 
fach means of edtaining this gratification, as will render 
your repentance an abomination. 

I remember the flory of a Frenchman, who in order to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in the ſight of y=ETER THE GREAT, 
Czar of Meſcovy, appeared in a different ſuit of cloaths 
for thirty ſucceſſive days, till at length being obliged - 
to wear one of the fame over again, the CZar wiſhed 
him joy that his taylor had fixted him. Such is the little 
regard which perſons of ſenſe ſhow to dreſs. Our wil- 
not ſordid, filthy, nor fantaſtic ; but clear, decent, modeſt, 
with fuch eleganey as our fortunes will admit. Nor in 
the eye of reaſox, or genuine ige, is there any beauty in 
cutting as much fk into ſhreads as will half make a gown, 
and being at three times the expence, upon the whole, as 
before this extravagant frenchified whim came in vogue ! | 

What- 


2 " 


nal part of virtue; and this being played away, and 
virtue itſelf left anguarded, it often follows, as if our 


you, to be on your guard, and to aſſociate only with 
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Whatever condition of life we are placed in, it is dif- 
cult to avoid falling ſometimes into bad company, I mean 
the company of people that want ſenſe or virtue ; and you 
cannot be too cautious. Perhaps you will not immediately 
diſcover their temper, and diſpoſition in particular, for in 
this world, moſt characters are of a mixed kind; but 
it is become proverbial, 1 know @ man by his company, 


and it is hardly poſſible but that our manners ſhould take 
ome tincture from perſons with whom we aſſociate. It is 


the great buſineſs of thoſe who are moſt anxious for the 
good of mankind, to correct others if they can, or to 


- hun them if they cannot; but by no means to counte- 


nance ſuch an intercourſe, as may divert them from the 
229 nee xnninend in their honotm, Gp truly 
conſtitute their happrneſs. 


I will be havdly pallible for you to retain your ante- 


grity, if you converſe familiarly with the licentious of 


either ſex ; for if you ſhould not directly loſe your vir- 
tue, you will loſe your character, which is the exter- 


fuch perſons 2s are exemplary for Jabizy of je, and 
whom you have the utmoſt reaſon to think, are true 
worſhippers of God. The only way to make yourſelf 
acceptable to the wiſe and virtuous, is by wiſdom and 
virtue; one eſſential part of which is prudence. Huma- 
. 000k G2 509 
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your company ſought by them, as well as theirs acceptable 
to you: _— CY eee 
even among birds and beaſts. 

If you Bl boi, Ons you we dime 60/five 
been in the Aagdalane Houſe ; you may ſuppoſe that no 
perſon of ſenſe, can with the leaſt charity, draw any 
other concluſion, than that as you have been a former, you 
have repented, which is more than many have done, who 
are not known to be ſinners, or have not fined in the ſame 
way, and yet have great need of repentance. 

True penitence, and a virtuous life, will create hu- 
mility of foul : and that deportment, which is neceſ- 
fary to preſerve the ett of real repentance, will en- 
gage the favor of the ſerious and ſenſible part of mankind : 
others muſt be kept at a diſtance, by that conduct which 
always carries with it reſpect and awe, when a woman 
s really virtuous, and deſires to remain ſo. But if neither 
this, nor the authority of ſuperiors prevails, prudence 
requires a total ſeparation from ſuch perſons as turn the 
grace of God into foolfhneſs. Thoſe who ſcoff at repen- 
tance in others, will hardly ever repent of their own fins. 

If you ſhould be fo fortunate as to marry a man who 
is totally ignorant of your ſtory, it will be as impru- 
dent to truſt him with it, as it may be, to deny it, ſhould 
you unluckily be challenged ; fince what you have been, is 

nothing to what you are. In either caſe, let your deport- 
| ment be ſo unexceptionably mud, that you may not give 
the leaſt occaſion of offence : but in the laſt inſtance 

* 
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do not allow yourſelf any of thoſe freedoms in diſcourſe 
with men, which in common life are termed jocoſe. 

The depravity of mankind have introduced a great degree 
of miſery into that ſtate, which, if properly treated, is the 
moſt happy, becauſe the mo? agreeable to ur ſocial offeftions. 


Uſe yourſelf to confider every kind of ſecret praftice, or 
deceitful carriage, as real iniquity. Without lrve marriage is 
2. and with it there is frequently 
want of a beter wonl, —— The weak-mindes 
or ſuſpicious perſons, are generally alarmed upon the moſt 
trifling incidents, where their love is molt ſincere; yet where 
there is a due portion of good ſenſe, on the part of the hu/- 
band or wife, to correct this turn of mind, it rather cements 
the bond by a mutual care of each other's ſafety, and fans the 


| Lambent flame, than extinguiſhes the fire of love. In any © \ 


r 
as a prudent ſolicitude e ee and not as. 
Jealouſy, to excite your reſentment. 

Our fraikies being common, ſo ought to be our fir- 
grveneſs ; and where love is, there can be no room for 
malice, much leſs for revenge. Even occaſional anger 
W022. 
. of the man, whom Providence, in mercy 
os yaur ft ans exten, Ball gies you. Let the /an- 


Ii 2 Plicity 
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plicity of your manners, and the integrity of your life, be 
fuch, that he may not have the leaſt temptation to depart 
from his love for you, if he is a man with human affections : 
and I hope you will never depart from the hue of Gad, 
whatever your huſband may be: for even unkindueſs to you, 
can de no reaſon for your unkindneſs to yourſelf 3 or, inother 
are juſt the ſame, whether he be good or bad : for this, like 
other evils, can be conſidered only as a trial of virtue. 
Let your induſtry keep pace with your love, that want 
may not create any temptation to abandon your own prin- 
ciples, with reſpect to God or your huſband. = 
Though young in fin, knowing what iniquity is, you 
ſhould be doubly cautious of the conduct of your own 
children, if you ſhould have any. You know how the 
world is beſet with evils; and whatever rank or con- 
dition you are in, your obligations to virtue can never 
be changed. 
. incflce w extmes ingke ms | 
_ caution you to avoid every thing that is enthufiaftic or ſu- 
Tainan. Thave given you my thoughts already, that if 
you offer to God the incenſe of a virtuous kfe, your prayers 
will be accepted by him. To conſider yourſelf as under 
his care, will be a ſure ſource of joy and comfort. Remem- 
it will awe your conduct, and keep you from offending 
him. Love virtue for its own charms ; and love it more 
for the happineſs which it promiſes. Let no reving 
— who thunders damnation in | your Cars, draw 
from 


. 
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from you, your money, your time, or your tears. Be fleady 
and attentive to what the ſcriptures, and your pariſh mini- 
ler ſhall teach you. Think what you ought 0 d, and 
h it ; what you ought not fo du, and bun it: and call 
to heaven for the mercy of God, which endureth for ever 4 

I have now only to recommend to you the frequent 
conſideration of that, which no mortal ſhould ever for- 


get. Be conſtant in your addreſſes to Gad in public, and 


wine: rad the friptures with equal con Re 
and care; and think of your own immortality. — You 
know that the day is coming on, when even this goodly 
frame the world will Al; and 


« Lie the lech fabrick of a viſon, 
& Leave not a wreck behind!” ___ 
every blaſt of wind is apt to diſorder. Be confidently aſſured 
that the ſou! will never die: 


66 The flars hal fade azoay ; the fun himſelf | _ 
« Grow dim with age, and nature fk in years : 
« But this will floriſh in immortal youth, 

« Unhurt, amidff the wars of elements, 

« The wreck of matter, and the cruſh of worlds ! ® 


Think of theſe things every day of your life; and fo 
long as you are virtuous, I will be your very true friend. 
FAREWEL. 


˙y 
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The great Advantages of Chaſtity and an inzccent Lifs. 


LETTER XXL 
To the ſame. 


Have yet to add a few admonitions in relation to thoſe 
> fallacious arguments, which are often made uſe of to 
ceitfulneſs of ſi in ſome diſguiſes ; you can hardly be ac- 
quainted with it, in all its forms. 

In every ſtruggle of your heart, with reſpe&t to what 
is generally denominated the good things of this world, 
which are ſo much coveted, remember that neither faith, 
hope, nor charity, depend on wealth: that temperance, chu- 
flity, and fortitude often depend on an humble fortune, 
but wealth is never effential to the ſupport of thoſe vir- 
tues. Juſtice, mceknefs, and mercy, have alſo no greater 
' ſee por juſt men, and opulent villains. Therefore in 
every view, you will diſcover, that food and raiment, and 
ſuch things as are neceſſary to your well-being, are ſuffi- 
cient to your virtue; and that virtue is your ſupreme feli- 
city. Lay this down as an inuariable principle, and ad- 
here to it with all your heart, 9=.0 your nh. oven. 6s | 
you are ſiucere in your love of God. 


1471 


Sher is the courſe of ev ry lawleſs plaafire ʒ 
« GRIEF, like a ſhade, on all its footſteps waits, 
« Scarce viſible in jox's meridian height ; 
% But downwards, as its blaze declining ſpeeds, 
« The dwarfiſh ſhadow to a giant ſpreads. 
Too oft you've heard baſe tongues profane the name 
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« From virtue ſever, pleaſure phreciy grows 

« The gay dllirium of a fer riſþ mind, 

& Aud aiways flies at reaſon's cool return. | 

& Alike from LOVE's and PLEAURE's path they ray, 
Who vain and fooliſh, blindly ſeek them out: 

Their pleaſure riat, luſt their bogſtad lve. 

. meanly ſelfiſÞ, when reſiſted, cruel ; 

* Tarts the ſiuret bluam of nature's faireſt forms. 

« How lows finks BEAUTY when by vice d:bas'd ? 

« How fair her frm when virtue dwells within ? ”? 


If you are toiſe, you will ſoon find the difference be- 
tween what is truly pleaſant to you, as a rational and ac- 
countable Being, and what is neceſſary to that which is 
called a pleaſurable life. The one will give you relief, 
as a fountain of living water will fatisfy your thirſt : 
the other, whilſt it diverts the preſent moments of 
thoſe who have the means of ſuch pleaſure in their 

. 3 * 
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by a ſerif will, in danger of being wrecked and loſing 
all happineſs: and thoſe who have not ſuch means, what 
can they expect but miſery ? on the other hand re- 
2 


* 6 The virimenr mind that ever walls attended 
By her true friend and guardian, consciEnNce, 
« May welcome PURE - EY'D FAITH, WHITE- 
% HANDED HOPE, | 
&* Thoſe hou ring angels, girt with golden wings ! 
& And thou unùlemiſ d form of caasTITY ! 
« And HE, the ſupreme good (H whom all things ill 
* Are but as flaviſh officers of vengeance) 
Is always ready, with indulgent care 
To keep our {ves and honor uninſnar'd. 
& But beauty, like the fair HESPERIAN tree, 
& Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 
& Of dragon watch, with uninchanted eye, 
& To fave her bloſſoms and defend her fruit, 
<< From the raſb hand of bald incontinence. 
4 For when vile luſt 
4 By wnchafte looks, looſe geſtures, and foul talk, 
« But moſt by lewd and laviſh a of fon, 
& Lots in defilement ta the inward parts, 
* The foul grows clatted by contagion, 
& Imbodies, and imbrutes, till foe quite loſe 
$ The divine property of ber firſt being. 
But the that's chaſte, and free from pride, or bold 
Preſumption, is clad in complete fteel, 


And 


1489 ] 

And virtue ſtands by her own vote abſulw d, 
« 7; tell what hourly to herſelf ſhe proves. 
„o wants his own, no other praiſe enjoys; 

c His ear receives it as @ fulſome tale, 

& To which his heart in ſecret gives the he : 

& Nay, ander d innocence muff feet a peace, 

& An inward peace, which flaiter'd guilt ne er knew.” 


| Wee have here the moſt nervaus expreſſions, in poetical 

language, of the malignant effects of giving ourſelves up to 
ſuch commerce as divine laws forbid, and at the ſame time 
the higheſt praiſes of the joys of a virtuous life. As to hu 
man laws, they can only difcountenance this practice, for it 
is evidently above their reach in moſt inſtances : but ſince 
| pleaſure is the object ſought, and true pleaſure is not forbidden 
by con or men, learn where to look for ſuch pleaſure. : 


«© Not on beds of fading flowers, 
« Shedding ſoon their gaudy pride; 

& Nor with ſwains in SYREN bowers, 
« Will true pleaſure *ere reſide. 


« Or awful viRTUE's hill fublime, 
„ Pxthroned fits th IMMORTAL FAIR, 
6 Who wins her height, muft patient d, 
| « The fleps are peril, tail, and care. 
«© 80 from the firſt did heav'n ordain 
* Eternal bliſs for tranfient pain.— _ 


« J 
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I the ſource of heav'nly love, 
<* Where tuneful angels in a glitt ring ring, 


«© To the celeſtial lyre's eternal firing, 

& Patient VIRTUE's triumph fing 

The time is drawing near, if it is not already come, 
when this great truth will appear to you in the ſtrongeſt 
point of view; yu OY OS e . 


der diſguiſe, and try to cheat us by bribing even rea- 


ſo to plead their cauſe ; yet vice and virtue will ever be 


at variance, OG 66 Oy e I make no 
dulgences, upon the lala pretence of following nature : 
they ſay, as the poet expreſſes it, 


do — - If all the world, 
<< Should in a pet of temp rance, feed on pulſe, 
Drin the CLEAR STREAM, and nothing wear but 
4 RIZR, 
4 Allgiver would be unthunt d, would be unprais'd, 
<< Not half his riches known, and yet deſpis'd : 
Aud we fbould ferve bim as a grudging maſter, 
4 . @ penurious niggard of his wealth, 
« And live like nature's baſtards, not her ſons, 
s would be quite ſurchurg d with her qwn weight, 
« And ftrangle with her waſte fertility.” 
The anſwer to ſuch kinds of reaſoning is obvious to 2 
. 


| [ 491 ] ; 
and ſimplicity of childhood, which the corrupted heart of 
man cannot comprehend, or will not ſee. No: 


«© Let us not charge moſt innocent nature 

« Fs if ſhe would her children ſhould be rictous 
« With her abundance. She, good catcreſs, 
« Means her proviſion only to the good, 
«© That live according to her ſober laws, 

« And bly diftate of ſpare temperance. 
* ry juſt man, that now pines with want, 
& Had but a mad rate and beſceming ſhare 
<< Of that which lewdly pamper'd Luxvuzy, | 
* Now heaps upon ſame few, with woft exceſs, 
Nature's full bleſſings would be well diſpens'd 
* In unſuper fluous, even proportion v, 
&« And ſhe no whit encumber'd with her flore ; 
e Au then the GivER wou'd be better thank d, 
i His praiſe due paid. For finiſh iu 
© Mer hooks to heav'n, amid bis gorgeous feaſt, 
| <«< But with beſatted baſe ingratitude 

« Crams and blaſphemes his feeder.” — 


Behold a fair leſſon, as it were written in characters of 
gold, engraved on plates of adamant, how nearly the vir- 
tues of chaſtity, temperance, and mercy to the diſtreſſed, unite 
their force; and whilſt they combine to make us happy 
_ CO wy cy Once more 
FAREWEL. : 

* The feet here only means to correct falſe reaſoning, and 


check luxury or vici ont exceſs ; Ae opts” a, "þ 
which the ſtate of the werld <will by no means admit of. 
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tidy + ede ths ihe Nn M ane a 15 
Parents, was not ffeady. 


LETTER XXI. 


To —— 


FT muſt be a new ſubject o 

of reflection to you, that 
(ten hold be any exe ere a of 
_ m HON, HED '6 Ve > preſerve her 
om pvats, won © may con eager ts. gently: Guie 
e IO expence of every thing that is va- 

2 which ſnatched you out of the jaws of 
e 1 
* of prety and induſtry, though it is but 
5 a ſew weeks, joined to 2 juſt remembrance of 
mene nn MAE eee 
_ OP 

3 And the fame merciſul Gad, to the obe- 
dience ons laws you profeſs to be returned, will 
ſupport you by Os anos as well as he has done in this 
retirement, if you are fincere in imploring his affiſtance, 
* WR e eee 
. ſupplicate the forgiveneſs of your ſins; you 
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have had private devotions alſo, and read religious books 3 
but all this will vaniſh lie @ dream, unleſs you take a 
firm and vigorous reſolution to ſhun every temptation to 
the fin which you have repented of. If you mean to do 
this effeually, you muſt avoid all your evil companions : 
unleſs you intend to give up yourſelf as a play-game to 
thoſe, who, under the diſguiſe of friendſhip, meditate 
of their tongues ; you may be again infected by their per- 
nicious counſel, and example, but I fear you will not bring 
them over to a due ſenſe of their own fad condition : 
therefore, if you have any regard for - one 
fly from them as your molt inveterate enemies. 
There have been perſons, I preſume, the love of whom 
might have induced you to throw yourſelf between them 
| and @ dagger direfied at their breaff. Now think of your 
folution in your own defence ; not from a dagger, which 
can only deftroy your body, but from thoſe fins which will 
deſtroy your ſoul. You cannot ſuppoſe but that the ſoul 
You believe there is a God, and a fate of rewards and 
| Prnifhments after death ; conſequently you muſt believe 
that the foul is immortal. You acknowledge that the 
Son of God died on the croſs to redeem you from your 
fins ; but you cannot be ſo weak, ſo extremely ſtupid, as to 
imagine, that ſuch a belief, or ſuch a redemption will avail 
you, if you return to the practice of fin. Do not expect 
it: the thing is zmpoſſeble. Repentance is the abſolute con- 
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dition of forgiveneſs ; and without virtue, what hope, or 
what title can you have to mercy ? 

Remember that the dye is thrown : there is ns retreating : 
you muſt conquer or periſh. If you are not happy in a fu- 
ture ſtate, you muſt be mſcrable in that ſtate; not for 
days or years; but, terrible as the thought is, even for ever— 
under that puniſhment, which thoſe muſt ſuffer, whs man- 
tanly throw away their fouls ! So it appears from the con- 
current voice of all the chriſtian world. And as the polleſ- 
ſion of the whole earth cannot afford ſo much joy as the 
conſideration of immortal bliſs, if you do your duty; nei- 
ther can the utmoſt extent of earthly miſery, create ſo 
much ſarrotu, if you diſregard it. | 
The horſe which ruſhes into the battle, inſenſible of 
danger, can orxly die; his being terminates with his &fe - but 
man is made for eternity, and will exiſt for ever! He 
is made a little lower than the angels of heaven, and is 
appointed the heir of everlaſiing happineſs. Yet if you 
ſuffer your reaſon to ſieep, and give yourſelf up a prey to 
be diſinherited ; you will not only farfeit your happineſs 
but be miſerably andone for ever ! If you reſolve to throw 
care aſide, and not conſider at all what account you ſhall 
give of yourſelf, how will it fare with you, when the great 
day of reckoning cames? How near your laft day is, GOD 
anly knows : far off it cannat he; fools only think their end 
at a great diſtance. 
tian. I hope you have ſtrength ſufficient to walk in it. 
You 
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You will ſoon find comfort and pleaſure, far beyond the 
momentary tranſports of /ewdneſs and debauchery, could you 
enjoy them under all the advantages of health and plenty ; 
but you know from ſad experience in your own perſon, 
and in the perſon of many others, that the ways of vice 
are full of thorns, and lead to poverty and diſgrace, con- 
tempt and infamy : and fo certain as they create pains of 
lach, thoſe who die in their fins, will plunge their ſouls into 
torment! And as to your particular caſe, I have no words 
to expreſs the horror which my heart feels, at this mo- 
ment, at the very thought of ſuch complicated ingratitude 
| againſt Gad, and againſt your fellow-creatures, as your 
return to vice would be, after ſuch a delzverance as you 
For my own part, I ſhall think myſelf happy as a man, 
and as a chriſtian, as well as a governor of this charity, if I 
can make an impreffion on your heart: and becauſe I eſ- 
teem the being a chriſtian a much higher honor than any the 
world can confer on me, I wiſh that you ſhould be of the 
ſame mind; and therefore I entreat you, for heaven's fake, 
do be cautious how you proceed. I am yours, &c. 


14560 


* — 


Under the ſame duſpiciuns of the Integrity of the P 


LETTER XXIII 


© Ts the ſame, 


NXIOUS for your fafety, and ſuſpicious of your 
deſigns, I take an opportunity once more to re- 
mind you of your danger. If you think that I mean your 
happineſs : if you believe I am capable of diſcovering truths 
level to every common capacity, ſuch truths as are clear 
as the ſun at noon day, to every one whoſe heart is not 
totally eſtranged from God: if, I fay, you will do me 
this common juſtice, who am ready to do much for you ; 
attend to what I fay. — Tromble, O carth, and weep, O 
heavens, at the perdition of a human ſoul! Do you not 
tremble at the thought of returning into the habitations of 
Ann EEE ns 2007 
with heaven ? 

IU˖˖˖ „„ 
cerning the being of a Gad, and a ſtate of rewards and puniſb- 
ments after death, you muſt conclude, that if you do not enjoy 
as hard as adamant, you would feel jome reſtraint. My 
obedience to the Great Lord of heaven and earth, who now 
awakens my heart to a ſenſe of your miſery, calls upon 
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me to exerciſe my charity towards you. — My earne/? deſire 
to do an acceptable ſervice to the Ged whom I adore, en- 
gages me to become an advocate for you, t your own 
heart; to that, and the ſcriptures only gan I appeal, with 
au hopes of ſucceſs. | 
| The New Tyfament is the facred record of chriftianity - 
we are tazght, and moſt clearly informed in that book, that 
no formicator, adulterer, or unclean perſon ſhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven ! Where then foall they enter, for 
their ſouls are immortal, as well as the chaffe and faithful 
ſervants of God ? They mult go to bel /—they will periſh 
everlaſtingiy. 
Cuſtom may render inquity familiar to thoſe who are 
hackneyed in the ways of it, and their hearts may grow 
callous : but they muſt ſee and confeſs this terrible and tre- 
mendous truth. If they conſent to ſuch an abuſe of their 
reaſon, that heaven cries out for vengeance ; what can they 
=_ but to ſuffer that vengeance ; even the wrath of 
an offended God, 


— ? there ts dwell 
«< In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
* Unquenchable . the houſe of woe and pain, 
Huli for ever in the fiery gulph; 
© Bath of loft happineſs and laing pin 
Tann; where LUCIFER, and his ud train 
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66 Viewing, as far as i 


« And K3ST con never dwell; nor never COniets. 

4 That comes to all 3 but TORTURE without end : 
« Still urges, and fiery deluge fed. 
ub ever-burning ſulphur unconſumets 
« There fouds and whirkuinds of tenen, Jr's 


« Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce!” 


View this driptin with attention !—the poet has drawn 
it from the ſcriptures: am it conveys but = faint idea 

the torments of bell; for we are told that we cannot conrelt® 
conceive, the tranſporting jozs reſerved for the juſt. Pee 
haps from the nature of our depravity it is more cal 
than it is of bliſs, and it re- 
of mind, to exalt our ſouls to 
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behold any defilement in them. 

| 44-4 + 
r 
2 bleeding heart, if you go aſtray again ; what do you 


think will be the anger and refetment of the Great Porent 
of mankind, whoſe laws are ſo clear in the point in que- 


tion? You once had a ſenſe of generous pride - look back, 
and confier what a tragic ſeo i is to become the vic- 
you once thought it diſgraceful Gas 6 a > nk. 
— Blub, O modefly /— For heaven's fake conſider what 
Reps you take! Conkider what belongs to yourſelf as a 
woman, not devoid of under flanding ; as 2 rational creature, 
who conſults the care of her health, and her own preſer- 
vation, as to this life: and a5 an accountable Being, what 
it is to live for ever in diſs, or torment / 

Have you the foul of a Briten *—Your father, who 
profeſſed arms, would have ſhed his blood with pleaſure 
in defence of the freedom of his fellow-fubjefts. Will you 
give up yourſelf, as the moſt baſe and vile of ſlaves ? Will 
you ſubje yourſelf tothe molt cruel ray, and ſel your- 
Leit to the father of lies, and the prince of darkneſs ? 
| Do not cheat yourſelf into a falſe principle. If no wo- 
man can anſwer it to be a commex proſtitute; can any wo- 
man anſwer it to live in a flate of proflitution in any man- 
ner? Whether the circumſtances be more or lefs favor- | 
able, ſhe is a mercenary harlot who proflitutes herſelf for hire. 
And ſhe who does it from inclination, cannot plead po- 
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tion of mankind, in the laſt caſe, the crime is extenuated, 
it is a great miſtake, unleſs we ſuppoſe that inclination to 
vice is a better excuſe, than neceſſity ariſing from extreme 
poverty. Evils of both theſe kinds ſometimes happen, be- 
fore the offenders are well aware of what they are about ; 
but when they ſee them; when they 2xperience the ma- 
„ eb ard rochaperrtrant 
lying ſom all the den fn of innocence, and all 
domeſtic comforts ; if they have any juſt ſenſe of pleaſure | 
FG SC Ade ar nt 
conduct horrible, even to madneſs ! O rather wiſh-for an 
honorable grave, and patienth ſuffer, under the ſeverities of 
El) rn 
"A lie e 
fort, will ſecure you from. thele' mighty evi. IF your 
heart, as I firongly ſuſpect, leans to your former courle 
of life, and yet you believe in Chriſt; aft as if our aß 
had not, quite forſaken you; conkider what your indiſ- 
penlible obligations, as a chriſtian, TRE yew 
taught to pray againlt tonpeation. 

| This world bas no terrors to grad minds : . 
| knot, all will be well. Tf you appeal to heaven, Ga will 
de merciful: he will certainly be mindful of you! — You 
have often ſeen the viciews agonizing in diffreſs of body and 
foul; but did you ever fee the virtuous fr of God ? 
a a> cbs 


great 
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great virtue ; „* Do not diffru/? 


the Providence of God ! His mercies, and loving kind- 
neſſes, are infinite ! Arm your breaſt with patience, as with 
triple flee! Do your endevors, I am ſure you will ob- 
tam a comfortable ſupport ; and as an earneſt of future 
„ 
\ Let me therefore fill urge you, as your friend, to be 
watchful, not to deceive your own foul ; nor under any 
falſe and abſurd reaſoning, league with the DEVIL againſt 
Jourſelf.. Pia and induſtry, with an obliging behavior, 
will recommend you to your father: , to 2 good huſband, 2 
-maſter, or a mifreſi, or a faithful friend: and though it 
| ſhould. be your. lot to act in an humble condition of 
life, be aſſured from me, and I know what the world is, 
Dr r 


of ref can you enjoy, if you receive the wages of iniquity 


which are fare and certain indeed, but it is in the &- 
ſro which they will bring upon you. * 
| Be not deceived by. any falſe aces if you think 


only how to gratify the pride and vanity of your bert, at 
all events, or to live at your eaſe in the world, as if there 
was no other Nui but the preſent, you cannot ſerve tn 
faithfully who made the world, and has appointed for us 
| in our different ſtations, ſuch employments as are beſt 
Huited to. our wants, and thoſe flations. Be dutiful to 
your Great Parent; be faichful to the God of your Mi and 
ä 


191 
you will ve and die in peace, and moſt aſſuredly be re- 


urn 8 
ever in immortal fireams ! 

Learn from the treatment you have met here, to be kind 
and merciful to others, upon their repentance, be their 
treſpaſſes ever ſo great. It is upon theſe conditions you aſk 
. See therefore, and behold the old, 
Þ encicn; ben in the 
it vert nh gr CERN groan, 

Gratitude for the compaſſion ſhown you, when you moſt 
needed it, and the preſent indulgence of your father, call 
on you in ſuch perfuaſive terms, that if you do really turn 
a deaf ear to all theſe offers of mercy, and fre ſhould iſſue 
from the earth to conſume you, though it would be a 
ſubje©t of ſerrow and amazement to all the chriſtian world, 
yet it could not appear but as an a? of divine juſtice, 
which men and angels would approve | PR 
I hope you will think ſerionſh of theſe matters, and not 
leave your parents, who are naw ready to receive you, 
till they are ſatisfied af your being well accommodated in 
Life. You will hardly find many marks of fuch zeal, as 
ou have experienced here: dat you may be ſure the 
virtuous part of mankind in general, will always be more 
tru, and more feadily your friends, than thoſe whoſe 
e 
Heaven 
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Hauen grant that you may never forſake yourſelf, and 
I am confident if you obey. G0 p he will acer for- 
ſake you! FAarEweEL. 


Magdalane Houſe, Sher 1759. 


LETTER Xxx. 
To the Rev. Mr. N. 


Eno the benignity of your mind too well to doubt 
I of your good wiſhes, and it is with great plea- 
ſure I can inform you of our ſucceſs. Perhaps you will 
leaft affectation informed me the other day, with tears 
in her eyes, that 70 out of fificen girls, who had been 
honorably diſcharged, and ſeemed determined in their 
reſolutions, were notwithſtanding fallen off. Upon en- 
quiry . it was diſcovered that there was previous reaſon to 
ſuſpect their being unſound at heart. You may per- 
poor women give very fincere demonſtrations of a religi- 
aus diſpoſition. And it is greater matter of wonder, that 
abandon their principles, or not have reſolution to act up 
to them. I wiſh the world at large was as pious as this 
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amounts to. As to the ftate of the numbers, upon the 


whoic, you will ice it by the paper incioied how it 
ſtands *. | : | 
You are certainly in the right, that there · are ſome 
general marks and characters to which thefe women cor- 
reſpond ; but in their Cegrees of iniquity, and in the 
circumſtances of the evil which have befallen them, 
they are as different as their faces. When theſe young 
perſons look back on the groſs indignities which they 
have ſuffered, one would think it hardly poſſible that 
any, who are not as ſtupid as dirt, ſhould entertain a 
deſign of returning to their old courſe. And yet aſter 
all the pains that can be taken, we muſt expect that ſome 
of them will forget thoſe indignities, and their duty at the 
ſame time, and fondly play with their own perdition. But 
N. J. This account being brought fo low as 31ft March 
1761.—291 women have been admitted, of whom 98 are now 
in the houſe, reccived at diſferent times in the courſe of ne; tvO 
years; 27 have been reconciled to their parents; 82 placed out 
in reputable families as dometize ſervants ; 4 have de; 10 
proved lunatic or diſtempered in mind (ſuppoſed to tc occa- 
ſioned by mercurial phyfic) and ſent to S. Late s Hagel, or 
their proper pariſhes ; g difmiſs'd at their own requeit upon 
good terms, and a proſpect of being accommodated ſo as 
to live virtuouſly; 10, ſeemed well inclined, but could not 
brook the way of hving within walls; 41 their conduct 
proved them unworthy of the charity. Now ſince expe- 
the advantages to be derived from their good behavior, is 
evident to the meaneſt among them, their conduct is become 
fo far unexceptionable, that hardly one has been, or deſerved to 
be turned out di/gracefully for theſe five or fix months. Such is 
the force of virtue, and the power of good order! 


( 5953 
there is ſomething ſo horrible in their falling off, that 
their deteſlatian of it in the ſtrongeſt terms. I am 
told lately of fome converſation on that head, which 
happened in my neighborhood. Some of the common 
women, ſpeaking ot a certain girl whom we could not 
in theſe words, ** Could we have it in aur power, that is, 
& could we bring our mclination to repentance, and find pro- 
«- teftion from this fon of perdition, who haunts our paths, 
6 we Hul never have returned again into this courſe of life, 
& which this fally creature has done, after being delivered 
« from it. She is a greater ſhame to humanity than we are: 
6 let us hunt ber away, as an infeftious animal that brings 
& az accumulated had of infamy on our profeſſion, and de- 
« {tr2ys the only ſhadow of reaſon which remained with us, 

« why we purſue this way of living.” 
Such is the language of ſome of the ſenſible part of theſe 
unhappy women, now in the ſtreets, even when the light 
of their minds is fo far extinguiſhed, that they cannot or 
ſtill they love virtue in the perſons of others, and this cha- 
The declaration which I have juſt mentioned is con- 
trary to the general received opinion of ſuch women, but 
all wicted perſons are not equally fookfh. This is true in 
the particular inſtance before us, and clearly demon- 
ſtrates how extremely ſhocking it is, even to them, for 
any woman to pretend to piety, without repentance. 
| Cer- 
1 
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Certainly thoſe who return to the fame evil courſe of 
life, are in a worſe caſe than they were before: but 
this conſideration chiefly relates to the hearts of indivi- 
CNY en eee 
bers that are preſerved. 

; —— deck whid furew nnd ndfy- | 
nation on the devices which were once played off to 
compaſs evil deſigns againſt them; as far as truth has 
more charms than falſboad, and the works of Gad are as 
pleaſing and delightful, as the works of the Devil are hi- 
diaus, fo far will every labor in their ſervice awaken 
their gratitude, and call up in their breaſt every thought 
that is generous and worthy of praiſe. Thus they will be 
as it were compelled to continue fledſaſt in their obedience. 


They know that after this trial, rebellion againſt God will = 


be as the for of witchcraft, and their oppoſition to the 
laws of Chrift as kicking at heaven. 
| Theſe and ſuch genuine doftines are urged, as occa- 
ſions offer, and particularly where there is any ſuſpicion 
of deceitfulneſs, Generoſfity firſt prevails in the hearts of 
fame; the lui of Gad in athers : ſome hope or ſome fear 
fill predominates. Where the under ſtanding can be 
come at, the impreflion will be moſt laſting : but it 
is happy when the heart is reached, though it be by 
means of the gaffen. When you conſider this atten- 
tively, the grodueſs of your own heart will alt your 
underflanding ; and whatever refined doctrines you may 
ſuc- 
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ſucceſs in this pious work, which I truſt, will be to the 
honor of Gad, for the happineſs of thoſe who ſupport it, and for 
the ſervice of our country. I am very ſincerely, yours, &c. 


General State of the Magdalane Charity, the Motive to its 
and the probable Means of ſupporting it. 


LETTER XXV. 


To W O- Ef 


Thank you for the hints you have given me. When 
perſons of both ſexes, who have the deepeſt ſenſe of human 
' miſery, and without pretending to any ſuperlative ſanity 
' neral law of life, in every circumſtance of it, will affift in 
| promoting this work. If they Lelieve that is done, which is 
actually performed, in regard to the reformation of theſe un- 
| happy women, I hope they will not be able to 744 giving us 
ſome marks of their approbation. The undertaking pleads 
for itſelf ; but few perſons are ſo very charitably inclined 
as to give liberally, angſtad. This is hardly in the na- 
ture of the human mind: for when a deſign is explained 
| to us fatisfaAtorily, by perſons whom we gf, and whoſe 
" probity we have no doubt of, it naturally affords' fironger | 
' motives to give, than when only common fame makes a 
fair report. Very few things are accompliſhed without 

laber 
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Liber and atthatien 5 but as there never was an undertak- 
CI force of the piety 


and humanity of this nation; it would be hardly juſt to 
ſuppoſe, that our fellow-fubjets will overlook it. Of 


| this however I am well perſuaded, that if it is not 
ſapported by thoſe who think of its intrinſic merit, the 
novelty of the thing, or the ẽcacy of ſaſbian, will not 
Ra - 
| Where the greateſt rea! miſery is, there the greateſt 
fraud and artifice are often ſuſpected ; and it can hardly 
| be otherwiſe, whilſt ſo many wear the garb of miſery, 
and practiſe on the humanity of the unwary. But in 
this caſe the very act of ſubmitting to work, and deſiring 
to pray, and to lead a ſober life, imply diſtreſs of mind as 
well as body. If it is ſuppoſed that any of theſe objects 
are fencere towards Gad, yet totally friendlies, or for- 
faken by mankind ; willing to work for their bread, yet 
naked or m rags, and known to no mortal upon earth, 
but ſuch as are as m:/crable as themſelves, or the partners 
of their iniquitous lives. If ſuch perſons are ſuppoſed to 
exiſt; and, alas! we. know that there ,are many ſuch, 
they are ſurely intitled to pity and relief. 
Neo tongue can deſcribe the complicated miſery of ſome 
of theſe - wretched Beings. What the poet fays of a wo- 
i ſtreſs, who is the objeft only of vulgar atten- 
tin, is particularly applicable to theſe women. Even 


fn who ee pal 11 av al fling 
* 


89 
h lui up and at ber griefs grow ſas, 6 
| — the ſerrouu that fell from her. 


a To fee the fight, fland mute when they behold her, 
<< Govern their rearing throats, and grumble pity.” 


Humanity in the breaſt of a Pagan would plead for « 
woman in ſuch diſtreſs, as we ſometimes ſee theſe. Tho' 
ſome of them ſhould not be ſenſible of the degree of 
their own wretchedneſs, or ſhould even be ſuſpected of ſome 
degree of artifice, yet upon the whole, if appearances 
make for them, it is a crime to be ſevere. 
Ho often have I, with an aching heart, beheld many 
proper for the charity, or who could not be received 
 conliſtently with the expence created by great numbers, 
caſting aboat, what they are to do, without charatters, 
* e * ä 


| Hb Ain Livin wi baking Adi | 
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n e 
mon trikrte; and the politer part of mankind, whoſe ſen- 
- ſibility is ſo much greater than that of the rabble, and 
who beft underſtand what they owe to our common parent ; 
and the reverence due to the divine precepts, delivered by 
the Son of God himſelf, or the pens of his immediate 
friends and followers ; 6 
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ears. The pleadings of ſuch as we believe to be wretched, = 
merely as they are human creatures, have a title to be 
are grounds to think, that they are very forcere, in pro- 
ſeſſing a defire to return to their obedience to our common pa- 
rent, and their offended Gad, and there is a means of receruing 
them, the foul of the chriffian, and the heart of the man, 


become advocates for them; and we are compelled to 


do all we can, to afford them fuccor on earth, in order to 

With reſpect to your enquiry, how theſe women are 
diſpoſed of, after they have given proof of their piety and 
ability to be truſted with themſelves in the world; very 


much indeed hangs on this point. The objeQtion of 


« our having them always to keep,” is founded in a miſ- 
take, by the numbers already happily placed out in the 
world: but the queſtiori is not therefore the leſs con- 
ſiſtent ; and though we muſt not refine too much on 
events, due regard is to be had when they are taken in, 


| how they may be probably ſent ant again, and I will tell 


The fi means of diſpoſing of them, is by their re- 
conciliations ta their parents and friends. Their induſtry, 


ey and bauſe waids ; and ſome in higher ſtations, accord- 


proves, 
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previous knowledge of theſe girls, efpecially fuch of them 
as have formerly lived in reputable families, or from 
They are kept in conflant practice, in order to be 
qualified for ſervice, and many perſons enquire at the 
houſe, for ſervants. As the behaviour of the party, 
recommended by the Matron, is fairly known, theſe 
- acquit themſelves as good chriſtians, as well as capable 
of diſcharging the office they undertake; and there 
are now many maſters and mi/treſſes who have the ut- 
moſt reaſon to be pleaſed with their chaice. Some take 
theſe women as ſervants from mere p:ety and gorunels 
of heart, thinking it a diſgrace to religion and hun na- 
aſtray, ſhould be therefore, for ever, rejected. 
Here is a fair opportunity of thowing what kind of 
heads, or hearts we have, and how we ſtand affe ed to- 
wards the great duty «f chriſtianity, in forgiving the triſ- 
paſſes of others, as we hope our own, though differing in 
_ circumſtances, may be forgiven : for ſurely no kind of 
forgiveneſs deſerves the name fo well, as that which leads 
us to receive and ſuccor the penitent and diftreſſed. 
As to reconciling theſe women to thoſe whom they 
have offended ; ſome of them, you may imagine, have 
no parents nor relations to be reconciled to; nor any 
friend to avail themſelves of, but ſuch as heaven has 
ſent them in the Afogdalane Houſe, Many of theſe 
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young women being having loſt their parents 
when young, 2 — 
wn e he fe 
expoſed apes 4 which induced them to n 
= common fervitude will not ſuit 
— Ae e 
5 _ 4 and the ave 
ming cet, — 
e wil e = 2 
_ 0” a _ 
as appear 
— OY 
= needle can afford comfortable 
ws eee ee, 4p" ee | 
— us into any romantic 
_— ent, or lead . 
—— . women, I do veril — | 
1 1 |} „ ratl ä nts 
Len, ay on wt intended 
but y 
55 R 
ee hog 
- who conduct 


employed ort of the houſe, 
ed in ſupport 2 
reſerving — e 3 
4 ITE T 
3 ** _ - 
1 | —.— 
ight arrive at a | 


gaining more needle work : but 
than in common 

3 
itv of 

city 


15131 
every thing cannot be done at once. If any fmall num- 


ber of them can be thus taught, as in a ſchool, and find 
the means of a decent ſupport, it will be fo far a happy 
circumſtance, as they may the more eaſily marry and 
ſettle in life. It is a great recommendation to any woman, 
if ſhe can earn her own bread as a manufacturer, as in 


act ſhe brings a fortune with her to a huſband, and will 
de in fo much the fairer way of breeding up children ts 


ſerve Gad, and become uſeful ſubjefts. But I apprehend 


that domeſtic ſervice will be the principal object for the major 


part of theſe women; and I hope in whatever ſtation they 
are, they will live comfortably to old age, and die in peace. 
Whatever methods are taken, you may reſt aſſured, 
that the gentlemen concerned in this affair will adopt 
one general principle, that induſtry muſt keep pace with 
fiety. This charity depends on the benevolence of our 
fellow-ſubjefts, who differ in temper and apprehenſton. 
what human nature is, as well as moſt others in the 
world: but for the ſame reaſon that our minds are ffrong, 
we are apt to go into extremes. The higheſt pitch of piety 
that human nature is capable of, cannot, from the ſituation 
of mankind, be the lot of great numbers: and it is not ſo 
wonderful as lamentable, that we ſee it fo often halting, and 
either falling much ſhort of the objeft which heaven has put 
well obſerved, that in the fame degree entiufigſm take 
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Poſſeſſion of the mind, true religion forſakes it: and yet 


tere is a certain warmth, often called enthuſiaſm, with 


out which the flame of heavenly love trembles, as if the 
lamp were expiring. "The peculiar churucteriſtic of the 
charity in queſtion, is goodneſs ; and the piety it includes ſeems 
to go beyond that of any other, however well regulated. 
As in the world at large, fo in conſidering this object, he 
has the moſt regard to the welfare of the community, who, 


not forgetting that he is a ſojourner in this world, con- 
templates the tempers and diſpaſtions of mankind, as well 
| as their virtues ; and by a ſeilful, no leſs than an upright 


conduct, converts them to the great ends of happineſs. 
We may alſo trace out the beautiful order of things, by 
obſerving how c:zmpaſſion is inſtrumental to the exerciſe 
of reofm; and how often it does that, which reaſon alone 


had no proſpect of accompliſhing. 


. 0 
ful purſuits, and ſuch as the world ſees the fruits of, 
will give higher impreſſions of the integrity of the heart, 
which God only can know, than pretenſions to the 
moſt exalted piety, though there ſhould be the appearances 
of ſuch piety : and the more ſubſtantial the ſanity is, the 
leſs noſe it will make. The promotion of induſtry and 
piety, rendering each inftrumental to the ſupport of the 
other, will prevent the thoughtleſs and the jealous, the po- 
it weakens the force of the moſt diſtant imputation, that 
the deſign is too good to Laſt, it will ſecure ſuch a portion of 


515! 
unexceptionable righteouſneſs, as will render it good enough 
#2 laft, and ſupport the dignity and propriety of the origi- 
nal intention. The favor of every rank and order of the 
people, who are zealous for the hnor of God, or the wel- 
fare of their country, may be thus engaged; and the 

As to the danger there may be hereafter, ſuppoſing 
that we ſhould eſtabliſh any manmfuctures, in which it 
will be neceſſary for women to work in company v, it 
is probable they will be able to aſſociate with ſober com- 
pany, if they pleaſe. In dimsftic ſervice, there are no places 
without ſome danger; and can it be ſuppoſed that the 
honey ſempſtreſs is not ſubje&t to be haunted by evil ſpirits 
in the ſhape of men ? If theſe women are not well for- 
tified with religion, and prudent to keep danger at arm's 
length, we may eaſily ſoretell, that many of them will 
fall from the glory of their repentance. But if they lay 

in ſuch a ſtock of common ſenſe, as well as piety, as may 
naturally be expected of thoſe who really mean to repent 
of their fins, they will un and avoid danger, and remain 
| as free from it, as any other part of mankind can do, let 
the ſtation they are in, be what it may. They will do 
well, however, to keep their own -cet/z/ and where 
they cannot conceal their ffory without fal/b::4, they ſhould 
not think a profeſſed repentance a reproach ; but a ſtrong 
tie upon them, in the eyes of men, as well as in the fight 


* Ll 2 of 
* In making a carpet, for inſtance, where ſeveral i 
the ſame loom, they may perchance be ad women, or huſband 
and wife: and ſmall carpets require but one hand to work on 
them. 
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of Gad; and their behavior ſhould be ſuitable to it. On 
the other hand, ſhe who boaſts of having been in the 
Magdalane Houſe, muſt conclude that other people will 
think ſhe defires to be eſteemed no better than when ſhe 
firſt went thither ; there is a great difference between 
telling a lie to conceal a fat, and wantonly divulging of 
it. The pious and the prudent will know how to deport 
themſelves according to the circumſtances they are in; 
nition can be but of little value.—Indeed, Sir, I believe 
that many will find their way to earthly and heavenly hap- 
pineſs, by the means of this charity, who would have en- 
Joyed neither without it ; and that is — 
for the inſtitution. — 

ma d you the ade lente Some 
ſerious refle&ions relating to the object in queſtion, joined 
to the public devotion, laid the foundation of theſe private 
thoughts. We ought always to keep alive the love of aur 
_ country, in what the heart feels, as well as in what the 
head apprehends. Many individuals conftitute the whole; 
and every private perſon is of great conſequence to him- 
ſelf. In both views we ſtand in need of help from Gad; 
but nothing can raiſe the foul to a due ſenſe of our depen- 
dance on him, mare than the devaſtations created by fire 
and fword. Let wifory declare for one fide or the other, 
miſery follows cloſe at her heels; and the earth loſes her in- 
habitants. Heaven has been very indulgent to this nation 


hitherto: I hope we ſhall have piety, military virtue, and poli- 
tical ſieadineſs, enough to ſecure a good peace / FAREWEL., 
DE- 
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DEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS. 


I. 
In acknowledgement of Mercies paſt, and for future Mercies. 
FN Lord God of my life, who haſt fo often preſerved 
| me, under thy chaſtiſements ; withdraw not thy 
protectian from me! I lifted up my ſupplications from 


| death, and thou haſt wonderfully preſerved me. I will 


my ſoul, confeſs my tranſgreſſtons before thee ! O deliver | 


me from all outward evils, and from my own propenſity to 
wickedneſs ; and make me not a reproach unto my own 
heart ! According to the multitude of thy mercies, and 
the greatneſs of thy name, confider my meditations. 
Keep me, O LoRD, from preſumptuous offences, and let 
them not get the dominion over me. Guard my heart 
from the fins which moſt eaſily beſet me, and heal the 
diſeaſes of my mind, that I may never ſwerve from my obe- 
dience to thee, nor my heart be eſtranged from thy love. 
And however it ſhall pleaſe thee, to diſpofe of the remain- 
der of my days, O give me thy aid, that I may ftretch 
lamenting my fins and infirmities, obtain thy pardon ! 
Give me a heart to love thee, O LorD, with all my ſou!, 
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ard with all my firength. Teach me to diſcern the hap- 
pineſs of ſerving thee, whatever temporal evils ſhall be- 
fall me; and withhold from me whatever is hurtful, tho 
it ſhould be ſtampt with all the marks of earthly felicity. 


Give me temperance and fortitude under all temptations, 
and let the afflictions of my &fe, ſerve to render my death 
the more glorious. This I beg, O Father of mercy, for 
the ſake of his ſufferings, who died to redeem the world 


'% 
On Death. > 
O ron, the reſurrectian and the life, in whom, who- 
ſoever truſteth ſhall never ſuffer eternal death, I behold 
my days paſſing away like a Sadnu, and am ſenſible of 
my approaches to the grave : ſhed thy influence on my 
| heart, that ] may improve every moment of my life, 
and recover the precious time which I have loſt ! In- 
ſtruct me, O God of wiſdom, how to prepare my ſpirit 
for that dread hour, when I ſhall appear before thy 
judgment-ſeat ! Full of the hopes of a bliſsful immorta- 
=} bty, let me live preparid for death; and rather deſire, 
than fear my difſolution. Thy eternal decree is paſt, and 
it is appointed to man once ia die; O teach me to meet 
the king of terrors without diſmay : Teach me to receive 
him as a welcome meſenger, that whether cary or late, 1 
may joyfuily obey thy ſummons, 
Grant me, O tory, to triumph in the thought, of 
being delivered from the poſſibility of offending thee, — 


15191 
and to behold, with an equal mind, all the flezting joys, 
and tranfient miſeries of the preſent life. — And thou, O 
rait my ſteps to the manſions of thy eternal glory, and 


bring me with joy into the preſence of my Father and 
my God ! 


Ke 


| O Land the Gd of my father 9 — 
ts thy faithful ſervants! fave me from them that ſecretly 
revile me; and deliver me from thoſe whoſe tongues are 
whet with bitter words ! Ariſe up for me in the judgment 
which thou haſt commanded, and be my helper and de- 
fender. Conſider the troubles which I have ſuffered, from 
the injufice of other men; and from ſuch as ſet them- 
ſelves againſt me. Forgive their tranſgreſſions, O Lonp, 
and let not thine indignation be armed againſt them. 
Give them 2 right mind, that they may know the zath, 
ſignation reign in my heart, and grant me ſuch a meaſure 
of thy grace that I may do them GCo0D, for the INJURIES 
which they have done to me, and pray for their peace, in 
the name, and thro' the mediation of the meet and bleed 
Feſus, my Saviour and Redeemer ! 

© _ 

' On Liberty, and the Humanity connected with it. 
O Tron oMNIPOTENT, Father and Preteftor of men, 


deſeech thee, give me underfanding that I may know thy 
Lla 20 ill. 
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will, and vindicate the freedom of mankind. Give me. 
courage to maintain, and tenderneſs to plead the cauſe of 
the poor and the difireſſed. Let a due ſenſe of juſtice keep 
me from all offences againſt the rights of human nature - 


and if it ſhould pleaſe thy Providence to call me forth, 


grant that I may be ready, and willing to offer up my life 
to thee, in defence of my fellow-ſubjefts, that whilſt 
they obſerve their duty to their ſuperiors, no tyrannical 
dained ; nor any injurious cuſtoms deface thy image on 
our minds. This I beg, O Lord, for the fake of thy 
glorious San, who dignified the nature of man, by tak» 
poi py. ee eee 
the world from /lavery, and eternal death! 

5 
On national Bleſſings. 

O Kerd and Sovereign of the univerſe, ne 
tiful operations of thy Providence haſt ſelected, where the 
glories of this world ſhall ſhine with the moſt dfinguiſh- | 
. ed luſtre; 1 beſeech thee to continue thy bounties to us, 
| who have received ſo many great, ſo many n, marks 
of thy mercy and loving kindneſs / Reward thoſe, O Lord, 
who worſhip thee ;. and let all the inhabitants of theſe 
kingdoms be found faithful in thy fight. Life up thine 
arm againſt them who meditate evil things ; and let thy 
peace reſt upon thoſe that love thy name! Give us 
ſulfer us not to be intoxicated with «caſe, nor lulled into 
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any falſe ſecurity. Let temperance and humanity, benevolence 


and charity, and above all the conflont fear of thee, be the 
ruling principle of our actions, that good order, and we re- 
Ligion may abound, amongſt us. Stretch forth thy mighty 
aum, Q Lord, ta fuccar and preſerve all ſuch charitable in- 
fetutions, as are productive of happineſs to individuals, and 
| benefit to the q hy; and give me patience and per- 
member of it. This I beg, O Father of mercies, for the ſake 
of Feſus Chrift, the Maker and Redeemer of the world! : 
| . % WL IS: e 
On national. Peace. | 
ReTurx,Omighty Lord of beſts! Return,and viſit us with 
thy ſalvation ! Extend thy particular providences and reiieve 
the bleeding earth O gracious Redeemer, who haſt overcome 
the world, and ſubjected Satan to thy dominion, inſpire the 
minds of princes with a true ſenſe of humanity, and a ſtrict 
obedience to thy laws ! Give them wiſdom to make choice 
of miniſters, whoſe councils may obtain, and whoſe pru- 
dence may preſerve peace in the earth; and let their devices 
be directed to the advancement of virtue, and the ſolid bappi- 
neſs of mankind. Give us, O Lord, the felicity which thou 
haft promiſed to thy ſervants, that we may rejoice under the 
ſhadow of thy mercies, and bleſs thy name for ever! 
@ lis or Comm at from 
O LorD con, the fountain of all hnowledge, who haſt 
given to man the powers of invention, and inclination to fo- 
cial intercourſe, I beſeech thee to lead this nation to the know- 
ledge of every ſcience beneficial to mankind, that our com- 
mer cs 
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re may reach to the remoteſt regions of the earth. Lat 
the ſun be always ſhining upon ſome of us, and keep us a 
in mind of thy preſence, and the brightneſs of thy ineffable 
glory. Let jaiflice and equity be the rule and guide of our 
actionk, that all nations may behold the wonders which thou 
haſt wrought in us; and all that dwell upon the earth, how 
up another. Purify our affections, and enlarge our minds, 
that riches may not deceive us, nor evil defires grow up in 
our hearts, to choak our love of thee ! Let gratitnde for thy 
numberleſs mercies exalt our fouls ; and benignity to each 
other, render our wealth a common bleffing ; that piety and 
uni may unite in promoting thy cauſe, and the glery of 
theſe times be recorded to all ſucceeding generations! O LoD, 
in mercy forgive the tranſgreſſions of thy people ; and grant 
unto our rulers a ſpirit to puniſh the wicked, and to cheriſh 
and protect the righteous z that their example may be a mo- 
nument of thy grace and heavenly benedition ; and both 
Prince and people lift up their hearts to thee, through Jet 
Chrift the mighty Lord of life, and Redeemer of mankind ! 

iu ** 
O Lord Gad heft, at whoſe frowns all nature trem- 
bles, who amcreaſeth the nations, or deftrozeth them; and 
in whoſe ſight the greate/? patentates are but duſſ and aſhes ; 
Have mercy upon us, and ſend thy fear upon all the earth? 
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prayers to thee! With thy right-hand, and with thy 
mizhty arm thou haft defended us for ages paſt ; fbield 
and protect us, O Lon, till time ſhall be no more! 
Give us a due ſenſe of our diſtinguiſhed happineſs, that 
being defended by the waters that furround us, we may 
always rejoice in ſafety ; and protected by ſo admirable a 
form of government, pay all due obedience to it; and 
preſerve the purity of thy holy religion, as taught by the 
great prieft and prophet of the world ! Thus guarded by 
thy care, let us with upright minds adore thy goodneſs 
and obey thy laws, through the mediation of thy dear 
Son, to whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, one eter- 
nal, incomprehenſible 60D, all power and d6minion, ho- 
nor and glory, and happineſs, EE WE 
endleſs ages of eternity ! 


DE. 
Fer the ſame, 
O Gad omnipatent, who ſtilleſt the rage of princes, and 
turneſt their hearts as ſeemeſt beſt in thine eyes; though 

many and mighty nations be gathered together in heaps, 
let them be broken in pieces, and their councils brought 
to nought; for the decrees which they pronounce ſhall 
not ſtand againſt ther, O Lord ! Make them afraid, and 
conſume their baldneſs and ſtrength, that they may be 
aſtoniſhed at their own defeat. Be thou ever ith as, 
0 Lord, by fea and land, and caſt them down by 
the ſword of thoſe that love thy name. And if it be 
thy pleaſure, may a ſpeedy period be put to this war, 
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that the widow and the erpban may dry their tears, and 
peace be ſecured to us, that our blood may not be ſpilt 
in vain! e 

Extend thy compaſſion to our ex-mies. Humble their 
aſpiring minds, as ſcemeth good in thy fight, that the 
earth may enjoy repoſe, and all its inhabitants offer up 
continual praifes and adoration to thy name, through 
the mediation of thy dear Son, the mighty Prince and Re- 
deemer of the world ! 


10. 
In Rememberance of the Battle of Minden. 

O Lord cop oF RosTs, ftretch forth thy mighty 
arm, that we may reſiſt our enemies like a wall of braſs : 
and follow and overtake them, till they ſhall be diſperſed / 
Gird us with ſtrength unto the battle, that our adverſa- 
ries may fall under our feet. Level their bulwarks, O 
LORD, and conſume their magazines with fire, that they 
may know that thou art Gad, and that thou wilt be ex- 
and protect the cauſe we eſpouſe; and the lands where 
thou art truly worſhipped ; that the ambitious aſpiring 
temper of our neighbor nation may be curbed, and theſe 
kingdoms enjoy ſafety, and uninterruptæd peace. Give us 
thy bleſſing, O LorD, that we may know, and fear, and 
worſhip thee, through Jeſus Chriſt, the mighty Prince 
and Redeemer of the world! 


11. 
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11. 
On the taking of Quebec. 

0 Lord, how wonderful are thy mercies to us! Thou 
haſt ſubd ued the enemies of my country, and ſcattered our 
foes! Thou haſt given us up their lands, that they may 
no longer diſturb our repoſe ! Let the heavens rejoice, and 
the earth be glad; for thou haſt given victory to thoſe who 
ſeek thy glory, thy warſhip, and renown ! O continue to 
volence and wiſdim, that fortitude and contempt of death, 
which has ſhone forth in thoſe who fell fo bravely on this 
great occaſion ! Give my fellow-ſubje&s, O Lord, ſuch 
a due ſenſe of thy mercies, that our humility may increaſe 
with our victories, and all our ſucceſs in war be referred 
to thy glory, and promote peace on earth, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord ! 


12. 
On the Defeat of the French Fleet *. 


0 Lord eternal, then mighty God of hoſts, and giver of 


victory I pour out my foul in gratitude for theſe repeated 
inſtances of thy mercies, in that thou haſt vanquiſhed and 
ſubdued the foes of my country ; and by defeating their 
deſigns, delivered us from great and imminent danger. 
Thou art the Saviour of nations ! If thou guardeſt us not, 

* In Augrft 1759 by admiral Boſcawen off Lagos. This 
| French fleet was commanded by De la Clue, and ſuppoſed to be 


bound to Bre, to join another large fleet, to convoy an army 
to invade Jre/and, or attack Jamaica. 
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the moſt vigilant will wake in vain ! But thy hand, and the 
mighty ſtrength of thine arm, have confounded the devices 
of our enemies. Neither their crafty wilineſs, nor the 
pavilion of darkneſs that ſurrounded them, could fruſtrate 
the vigilance of thy ſervants. Thou art the hope of the 
ends of the earth, and of them that go upon the broad ſea. 
Defend us, O Lord, for ever, for Jeſus Chriſt his fake ! 


13. 
In Remembrance of the Defeat of the French Fleet off 
| Ballets 
O God of hoſt, Father, and Lord of heaven and 
earth, ſtill do'ſt thou give us victory and renown! 


that threatened them!] Help us, O Lord, in all perils ; 


and let generations to come, ſo fear to offend thee, that 


they may never be afraid of their enemies ! Thus let their 
devices be brought to nought. Let neither darkneſs, 
nor the tempeſtuous billows, nor all the dangers of rocks, 
defend them from thy ſtretched-out arm, and the vigi- 
lance of thy faithful ſervants. O Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the world ! Where ſhall our praiſes 
and our wonder ceaſe | Thou art God from everlaſt- 
ing! O grant that we may ſerve thee in true holineſs 
on earth, that we may live with thee for ever in thy 


kingdom in heaven, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt ! 


14 
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14. 
Far the Officers and Men in the Field, and on Expeditions. 
O almighty Lord, and Father of the children of men, 
whole providence reigns in peace and war, I befeech thee 
grant to all the commanders who go forth to battle, in the 
ſervice of this nation, ſuch a meaſure of thy heavenly 
denediction, that their councils may be directed with 
wiſdom and fortitude Make them ſecret and vigilant in 
all their defigns ; manly and intrepid in execution. Give 
thine angels charge over thoſe, who a& under them, and 
protect them all, with thy power and mercy, againft the 
rigor of the ſeaſons, and the complicated diſtreſſes of war. 
Bring them all home with honor to the nation; contentment 
to the KING, and ſatisfaQtion to the ſtate ; that the end of 
their expeditions may be a happy, and a laſting peace, and the 
renown of their arms fix a period to theſe bloody deſtruc- 
tions. Keep all nations in tranquility, O Lord, and let 
all our hoſts ſeek the light of thy countenance, and the 
protection of thy mighty arm; that with one common 
voice they may ſend up their prayers to thee, and live as 


become thy faith/u! ſoldiers and ſervants to the end of 


their days! This, O Loan, I beg, for the ſake of Foſs 
' Chrift, the Prince of peace, and Redeemer of the world! 


LO 
tr Thankſgiving fer Victory over our Enemies in general. 
O Lord Gad, thou art 4ing from everlaſting ages! O 
ſend help unto thy fervants, that through thee we may 


1 over- 
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overthrow our enemies, and in thy name tread them un- 
der that riſe up againſt us! Yet not unto us, not unto 
our arms, O LorD, be aſcribed our ſucceſſes in war: 
for it is thou that ſaveſt us, and putteſt them to conſu- 
ſion that hate us. Of thee, O God, let us make our 
beaft ; let us praiſe thy name, and tell of all the won- 
ders which thou haſt wrought. Thou haſt given us vic- 
tery, as a token of thy favor, that ſuch as fear thee may 
triumph and rejoice in thy righteouſneſs and truth! Thou 
haſt delivered us with thy r:25:-hand ; and through thy 
mighty arm, O God, have we done great acti, that 
our enemies may confeſs that than art Gad aloe! O 
teach me for ever to praiſe and adore thy name, for this 
and all thy mercies to my country, — 
my bleſſed Lord and Saviour ! 


16. 
Far the Reſtoration of Peace. 
GCrory in the ligbeſt be unte thee, O FATHER O- 
NIPOTENT ! Let peace reign for erer! Extend thy mer- 
cies, O Lord, to all the children of men, that reaſon and 
juſtice may decide their quarrels, under the mzghty ban- 
ners of the Prince of peace. Let the remembrance of his 
holy life and meritorious death, influence the mind of all the 
chriſtian world, that wars may ceaſe from the earth! O 
eternal God, whoſe power no creature can reſiſt, to whom 
it belongeth to puniſh the firs of nations, mereifully with- 
bald thy vengeance from ours. Ariſe and viſit us with thy 
falvation; give us peace, O Lord, and grant that we 
may 
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may live ſo on earth, as finally to be received into thy 
kingdom in heaven, for Jeſus Chrift his fake ! 


17. 

in Remembrance of the Death of the late King, and the 
Acceſſun of his preſent Majeſty. 

O Lord Gad of h:/ts, thou mighty legiſlator of the uni- 
verſe, look down from the glories of thy throne on this 
nation! Let us adore thy goodneſs, for the length of days 
of our late Sovereign, and the clemency and moderation 
with which he hath ruled over us; and for all the wealth 
and tranquility, the honor and renown which we enjoy. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power; the glory, 
the victory, and the majeſty : for all that is in heaven, 
and earth is thine; and thou reigneſt over all. O con- 
tinue thy bleſſings to us in the perſon of our preſent Me- 
arch ! Magnify him, O Loxp, in the fight of all his 
people; and be graciouſly pleaſed to inſpire him with a 
true ſenſe of the weighty charge of a crown, that he 
may be fleady in his purſuit of virtue. Enrich his mind 
with knowledge and wiſdom ; and infpire his heart with the 
moſt exalted love of thee, that he may execute thy will 
in all things, and worſhip, with fear, before thy throne | 
Give him length of days, and uninterrupted felicity in 
peace and war, that in every ſtate and condition, which 
thy wiſdom ſhall ordain, he may, with purity and /ingle- 
neſs of heart, obey thy righteous laws, through the merits 
and mediation of our Great Lord and Saviour, the mighty 
Prince and Redeemer of the world! 

—— 18. 
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18, 
Ou the King and Nation in general. 


O merciful God, and almighty Ruler of univerſal Being, 
who haſt anointed thy ſervant to be our ing; protect 
him, O Lord, againſt the exemy of mankind, that dwelling 
under thy defence, he may abide under thy ſhadow ! Be 
that all the nations of the earth may confeſs his glory ! 
Let thy faithfulneſs and truth be his ſhicld and buckler ; and 
give thine angels charge over him, to guide him in all 
thy ways! Give him grace to ſerve thee with awe, that 
he may rule his people with wiſdom ; and they knowing 
what belongs to their preſent and everlaſting peace, may 
ſo regulate their defires, that the riches and induſtry of 
individuals may be directed to their proper objefts, and 
promote the ſafety and happineſs of the ſtate. Let cle- 
and direct his councils; that corruption may be rooted 
up, and no falſe refinements in politics injure the morals 
of his ſubjects, or prevent the true ends of government. 
Let. his example ſhine forth as the ſun in his meridian 
_ brightneſs, and fo influence the manners of his people, 
that we may grow up in virtue and true religion, and be 
rendered acceptable in thy fight, O Lord of righteouſneſs, 
and fun of eternal glory /— and finally by thy mercy our 
to all generations, that his reign may likewiſe influence 
the conduct of future kings, and generations yet unborn 
bleſs 


LH 
dieß the glory of his time. Preſerve his family and fer- 
vants ; and protect the Lords and Commons of this land. 
And I beſeech thee, O gracious Gon, to ſhower down 
and all ſchools and ſeminaries of true learning, that thy 
goſpel may be diligently taught amongſt us, and thy true 
worſhip eſtabliſhed in all our hearts. Grant the KING to 
live happy, in thy fear, and under thy protection, to the 
utmoſt period of human age; and when his time ſhall 
come, let him die in thy favor; ret in thy peace; and 
reign for ever in thy glory / — This I beg with zplifted 
hands, O merciful and tender Father, through the inter- 
 ceſſſon, and for the ſake of thy dear Son, who died to re- 
form, and to redeem the world! 


Now that I have given you this opportunity of ani- 
madverting on theſe pious patriotic thoughts, 1 cannot help 
recommending to you an attentive Aud of the majeſtic 

beauty and ſimplicity of our liturgy 3 not as ſuited to 
the public worſhip only, but alſo for private uſe. The 
prayers contained in it, ſeem to be adapted to all circum- 
ſtances, and fit for the peaſant or the noble; intelligible 
IN OT 
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1. 
For a god Life in general. 

O almighty Lord and everlaſiing Gad, vouchſafe I be 
ſeech thee to direct, ſanctify, and govern both my heart 
and body, in the ways of thy laws, and in the works of 
' thy commandments : that through thy moſt mighty pro- 
tection, both here and ever, I may be preſerved in body 


2. 

Fur divine Aflance. 

O almighty God, the Fountain of all wiſdom, who 
knoweſt my neceſſities before I aſk, and my ignorance in 
aſking : I beſeech thee to have compaſſion upon my in- 
firmitics ; and thoſe things, which for my unworthineſs I 
dare not, and for my blindneſs I cannot aſk, vouchſaſe to 
wor. Amen. 


3 
For religiaus Courage. 

O Gad, who art the author of peace, and lover of con- 
cord, in knowledge of whom ftandeth my eternal fe, whoſe 
ſervice is perfect freedom: defend me, thy humble ſervant, 
in all aſſaults of my enemies; that ſurely truſting in thy 
defence, I may not fear the power of any adverſary, 
rough the might of Jeſus Chrif my Seaview, Amen. 


4. 


15331 


4. 

For the Morning. 

O Lord my heavenh 

GEE 
_ Oe 6x 

pungent ſame by thy mighty power; and grant 

peut badge fag ben ers A 

wy fg, trough wy Ved Lord and Sor 7 


1 
Fer the Evening, 
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L urns 
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— the Lord's Prayer 
capacities; conveying the nobleſt 

N | apprehenſions of 
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permitting us to hope for as 
* mercy, but not on 
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Theughts en the Birke. The abjurd Dessin and Manes 
of Preaching in ofe enoug then. 


LETTER XVI. 
Te - G— 5 
Dear Sir, | 


r the public benefit ought to be the firſt object in the 
thoughts of a good ſubject, what is eſteemed a pub- 

ie injury merits his attention in the next place. Many are 
of opinion, that the dorine of the Methodiſts is a public 
injury, and that this kind of fanaticiſm is a matter of po- 
litical conſideration. — There is ſomething awful, even in 
a ſuppoſed deluſion, in religious concerns: you will judge 
how I feel myſelf affected, when I tell you what my 
own notions of theſe people are. If you mean to go 
deep into the ſubject, read the Enthuſiaſm of the Matbo- 
difts and Papiſts compared, in 2 vol. 12mo, and a pamphlet 
intitled, the principles and practices of the Methadifts ; both 
written by men of great learning and candor ; and zea- 
lous for the chriſtian proteſtant religion. You will ſoon 
judge of the propriety of your friend — turning to this neu 
and wonderful doctrine, which may be felt, it ſeems» 
but cannot be underſtoad. 
Under a notion of ſanctity, a great number of the lower 
claſſes of the people have been carried, as it were, 
into 
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into a wilderneſs, by the teachers of this doctrine, who 
plume themſelves, as if that were a certain proof of the 
truth of what they teach. It ſeems to me, that the 
arguments they uſe may be employed in favor of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, as well as of Methodiſm; for the Popiſh 


clergy cannot poſſibly deal more in miracles than the 
Methodiſt ; and every devotee of the church of Rome, 
who has been the leader of a new ſect, has conſtantly 
There ever will be conteffs on the ſubject of religion, 
in a country where toleration is an effential part of the 
conſtitution. But if under a notion of the only true 
chriftianity, the general tenor of the chriſtian doctrine is 
grob ly miſtaken, or wiſfull abuſed : If the poor are taught 
to expect what neither reaſon, nor experience, nor revela- 
tian can warrant, the doctrine may be of a dangerous 
tendency. And if it is deſtructive of that humility, 
which conſtitutes the charaZeriſtic of chriſtianity; or if 
the teachers of it do not mean what they jay; or 
meaning it, pry into the ſecrets of heaven, imagining 
bors, they will nöt only grow preſumptuous, but deſpiſe 
others, and may pretend to knowledge which the ſerip- 
tures declare is not given, even to the angels in heaven. 
When this happens, is it not an invaſion of the prero- 
gative of the Almighty ? and docs it not tend to the ſub- 
verſion of all religion? Is it not neceſſary for every well 
regulated ſtate to diſcountenance wild fancies and opinions, 
jeſt under a notion of introducing the reign of the ſaints 

Mm4 on 
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on earth, the people ſhould forget what they owe to 
vil government; and confound that ſubordination which 
is eſſential to our religious rights. 

In attempting to be more than angels, we'may render 
ourſelves leſs than men. As rational Beings, we muſt be 
accountable for the uſe of our reaſon. If we exclude 
reaſon, religion will ſoon follow, and enthuſiaſm and fu- 
per/titzon be ſubſtituted in their place. If every thing 
that may poſfibly belong to religion, confidered as a 
ſcience, is brought down to the meaſure of ſpiritual feel- 
ings ; and not contented with worſhipping God, and 
obeying bis commandments in ſincerity of heart, coblers | 
and tinkers muſt needs turn preachers of the goſpel, we 
muſt not be ſurprized to ſee them convert the ſcriptures 
into foolifhneſs, and make a play-game of religion. 

It muſt be granted, that thoſe who treat the heart, as 
having but a ſma!l ſhare in religion, may fall ſhort of 
ing no /hare in it, will convert it into fancy and opinion, 
From a vain attempt at excellencies, beyond what the 
qualify themſelves for the performance of ſuch duties as 
are abſolutely required: and as fanta/tic hopes lay the 
foundation of imp:0us confidence, the abſence of ſuch 
hopes create gloomy and indigeited fears, which as 
certainly “ betray the ſuccors that reaſon affords.” — 
Thoſe whoſe imaginations are diſturbed, are moſt eafily 
frightened. In the mean while, a daring confidence of 
having a peculiar intereſt in heaven, in ſuch minds as 

are 
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are moſt ſuſceptible of theſe hopes, will create an arro- 
gance and preſumption, which no correction can reach 
or nn 

has a religion of his own, it is in this nation: nor is it 
ſurprizing that time, place, and ſome common favorite opi- 
into /ef?s, and make it the intergſ of a few to ſupport 


religion of their country, and are of a tendency to un- 
hinge the minds of their fellow-ſubjeQs : or if they 
mne 
world. 1 b wr Keile apes ds 
ples of reaſon, the common gift of nature, it muſt be 
maintained on ſome praternatural foundation, or miracu- 
lous communications with heaven; and the whole will 
chen reſt on that iſſue : but if it cannot make good what it 
pretends to, from that moment its profeſſors may be ſup- 
poſed diftempered in their minds, or digung in heart. 
I am told by a very worthy friend of mine, that he 
was once acquainted with a Frenchman who uſed to tell a 
melancholy ſtory of his ſufferings, as a ſlave, in Apiers; 
and wept when he related it : He had told his tale fo often, 
that at length he believed, or ſeemed to believe what he 
faid ; tho' in good truth he had never been out of France in 
all his life.— This I do moft ſeriouſly believe to be the 
caſe of ſome of the Leaders of the Methadifts : with this 

remark- 
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remarkable difference, that they gain conſiderably by the 
Aory they relate of their communications with heaven. Good 
might be originally intended, with regard to the vulgar, 
but u end is good, where the means are evil. 

The beſt meaning part of them, miſtaking the too com- 
mon abuſe of our rule of faith, for an error in the faith it- 
felf; or laying much too little ſtreſs on good works ; run 
into wild extremes with regard to their opinion of both. 
In the mean while, I have been aſſured by fome very 
q no ſuch thing in nature, as pinning them down. If 
you bring the matter to the tribunal of reaſon, they will 
not allow that reaſon can be the umpire. Being really 


below reaſon in their belief, they affect, out of reverence 


to religion, to be above making that uſe of it, which we 
imagine Gad intended we ſhould make; and conſe- 
quently, in the very firſt inſtance, they make religion ad- 
miniſter to the deſtruction of the nobleſt workmanſhip of 
heaven, diſplayed in the reaſon of man, as exerciſed in 
the contemplation of the perfeftions of Gad, and belief 
of the truths of chriſtianity : and thus they evidently ſet 
religion at variance with itſelf. 

And how ſhall we ſet thoſe right, whoſe firſt principle 
it is to exclude reaſon, as if faith and the grace of God, by 
an occaſional miraculous intervention, were the primary 
cauſe of all the reaſoning powers, which the ſame God 
has given us; forgetting that reaſam conſtitutes our very 
nature and efſence as men ; and that without the previous 
exertion of it, no faith, or, I preſume, grace, can be re- 


1 
ceived by us. Zeal without knowledge thus blazes forth, 
and its adherents may think themſelves enlightened ; but 
they rather ſeem to be in danger of conſuming themſelves 
in their own flame : for whilſt they degrade human na- 
ture, they diſqualify themſelves from diſtinguiſhing light 
from darkneſs, and conſequently prepare their minds to 
receive as dhctrines, as rank abſurdities as ever prevailed 
in any age of the world. This, Sir, ſeems to be the ten- 
dency of Methedifm. 

«© The whole doctrine of heavenly voices and viſions, of 
fecret impreſſions and illuminations, as laid down down by 
our modern reformers, has this natural and obvious ex- 
ception in its way, that it is not agreeable to the other 
parts of God's providential adminiſtration, nor ſuitable to 
the nature of a moral Being, placed in a ſtate of trial 
and probatiomn. We are not ſenſible that Go does, nor 
has he told us that he will, uſually manifeſt himſelf 
by any extraordinary acts of his power, or diſþlay of his 
preſence : he leaves us to diſcern him in the order of his 
has given us his WRITTEN WORD, as the flanding rule 
of our RELIGIOUS conduct. In interpreting and apply- 
ing this rule, we muſt make uſe of our wnder/ianding, 
with all the helps we can procure. What aſſiſtance from 
his good Spirit he is pleaſed to give us for apprehending 
this rule, or living ſuitably to it, will doubtleſs be given 
in ſuch a way, as is conſiſtent with our liberty, and the 
free exerciſe of our own faculties.” 


Again : 
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Again: The great Father of lights, who perſectiy 
knows all the various inlets of knowledge, and to whoſe 
view every avenue to the human mind is open, can doubt- 
leſs impreſs upon it any communication, he may be 
pleaſed to make, with a fulneſs of evidence that is un- 
queſtionable, and a degree of force that is irrefiſtible.” 
He may do this, but has it been his uſual way of dealing 
with rational, free, and accountable creatures? He may 
aſſiſt our under landings and wills, but does it appear that 
he thinks proper entirely to cver-rule them? — The tree is 
known by its fruits; but the primary cauſes in nature, 
how it grows, even this is beyond our comprehenſion. 
And can there be greater preſumption, than to bring 
the Deity on the ſtage, as if we had not juſtice done us, 
unleſs his greateſt wonders are brought down to the mea- 
ſure of our capacities, and made familiar to our hourly 
experience ? fb 
man, whom [I have quoted, is in the right? If he is, 
the Methodifis are certainly in the wrong. To ſuppoſe 
that none of their leaders are in the leaſt wnſound at 
heart, is going farther perhaps than common ſenſe will 
warrant : and if we reckon upon ſuch, and exclude thoſe 
who are extremely literate, without any education at 
all, with thoſe, who, from the very nature of this doc- 
trine, muſt be ſuppoſed to have very warm imaginations ; 
inconſiderable. And if the truth were known, though 
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theſe all agree to lead the vnlgar, there may be amongſt 
them as many different frange opinions, as there are 
range preachers. 

If you infift on bringing theſe people to the teſt of the 
wiſdm of paſt ages, or the preſent ſtate of learning; 
the ſuperior parts and large mental endowments ; or the 
exemplary piety of many, who differ with them in opi- 
nion; this amounts to nothing, but wordy wiſdim, which, 
they ſay, has no concern in the caſe. 

Talk to thera of order and ſubordination, 5 
good government, and the peace of ſociety; the anſwer 
to this is ready, We muſt obey Gad, and not man.” 

Appeal hex to the ſcriptures, aud the authority it car- 
ries along with it: this they ſay is not to be underſtood 
upon the fame principles as dire& our judgments in other 
quate to the forming a true judgment. 
Thus, my good friend, if you are inclined to turn Me- 
thodiſt, every thing that you have been bred up in vene- 
ration of, except the grace of God, muſt be diſcarded ; 
when and how you received it: and you muſt remember 
the exact inftant of time. In a word, you muſt refer the 
of the Hol Ghoſt operating on your mind ; or amething 
ſo much like it, that themſclves cannot tell the difference. 
But for fear they ſhould fay more than can free them 
from the imputation of being realh mad, they often ſay 

oY 
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underſtand. In this however the vulgar agree, that after a 
certain probation a man may ſay, I am confident that I 
« hall be ſaved;” and till this can be faid, if I under- | 
| and them, they maintain that the ſoul is not in its true 
and proper ſtate; that is, in a ſtate of ſalvation. Is not 


this a glorious creed! I am confident I ſhall be ſaved !* 
why, it amounts to more than all the indulgencies or ab- 
1323 by gifts os penance, in Buy, hams 
or Portugal! 

If they caz make this out from the New Tefament, I 
have read it to a very bad purpoſe. If they cannot, but 
refer me to ſuch exerciſes of my foul, as will produce 
theſe divine illuminations, and with all my might I cannot 
reach them; what am I to hint of myſelf? — Bid fare- 
well to all hopes of heaven? God forbid ! no: I will hope 
fill. If I am to work out my falvation with fear and 
trembling, 7 ſee ns room for ſuch confidence. If whilſt I 
ſtand, I am to take heed left I fall, I ſee no room: for ſuch 
| confidence. If St. Paul thought it neceſſary to be watch- 
ful of himfelf, left, whilſt he was preaching to others, 
he ſhould be himſelf à c/f-away; I ſee no reaſon for ſuch 
confidence. Neither do I ſee, or hear, of any, except A- 
thadiſts, who have ſuch i/luminations e and yet I both ſee 
and hear of many, who believe in God, and in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; are more karned, more wiſe, more regular mo- 
ral men, more eminent in ſtation and character, indu- 
bitably zealous for the good of mens fouls, and /aboring 
for that good on the chriſtian plan; in ſhort, as perfett 
men as the earth produces to all appearance, and yet not 

pre- 
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pretending to any ſuch :/luminations. — Therefore I cannot 
help ſuſpecling, that there is fraud or madneſs at the bot- 


tom of this pretenſion ; eſpecially when I diſcover a ſtrain 
of arifulneſs run tthrough the whole conduct of the 
preachers of this new doctrine. | 
The fame ingenious writer obſerves, that © their inter- 
pretations of holy writ often have ſomething plauſible, 
when they have nothing of a juſt and real foundation; 
| ſeeming to agree with the literal ſenſe of the words, when 
they plainly contradict the whole tenor of its meaning, 
and are utterly inconſiſtent with the intention and expreſs 
. of the chriſtian covenant.” Several of the paſſages 

on which they lay the /ref5 of their doctrine, relate to 
the exerciſe of extraordinary powers granted to ſome 
chriſtians in the firſt ages of the church; and which were 
neceſſary then for its ſupport or propagation ; but which 
were neither promiſed, nor ſeem neceſſary, nor appear ta 
have been granted in following ages.” 

This ſeems to include the moſt material part of the 
fallacy of what theſe people pretend to. As to man- 
Eind's being impoſed upon; there is one part of them 
never eaſy but when they are under a deluſion of one 
kind or other. When our paſſions or appetites deceive us, 
we know where to apply for a remedy ; but if we give 
common ſtage of life, to perform that, by figns and wan- 
has been taught to believe, muſt be done by obſerving 
the order of his providence, and his written law, what can 
3 | we 
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we think? In obſerving the plain ſenſe of that ſyſtem 
of laws delivered down to us, by the great Prince and 
Lawygiver, the Fudge, the Savicur, and Redeemer of the 
world, we are warned againſt every kind of deluſion; 
and for the fame reaſon taught to ſiſpect, that ſenſe or 
honefly is wanting in thoſe who pretend to ſudden and 
„ momentary acts, effeQting in an in/lantaneous, and ope- 
, rating in an #rre/yiible manner.” 
| I do not ſpeak entirely from books, nor hear-ſay. I will 
tell you what I have heard with n own ears, at the time 
that I ſaw the preacher.—l intended a long while fince to 
dear Mr. HF. at Tottentam-court, and I have at length com- 
paſſed my deſign. — The prayers were performed with as 
much devotion as one generally finds at any church ; and, 
as well as I remember, without any excurſians foreign to the 
church ſervice. Fame had indeed repreſented him to me, as 
2 very great orator, but in this I was a little diſappointed, 
not but he performs, upon the whole, zolerably well. 
The tunes and concordance of their finging are alſo very 
proper, and agreeable : though I thought that pſaims or 
anthems would be better than hymns; or the true har- 
mony of ſenſe and numbers, than ſuch poor poetry as 
When he begun his ſermon, the oddneſs of ſome of 


been in a place of public warſpip, would have excited my 
laughter. As he went on I became ſerious, then g- 
ed, and at length confounded, and conſequently you may 
« think 
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think, in a moſt proper diſpoſition to enter the liſt of the 
brotherhood. But my confuſion aroſe from a mixture of 
forrow and indignation, that any man, bearing the name 
of a miniffer of our meek and bleſſed Redeemer, or the dig- 
an inhabitant of Bedlam. I thought I faw human nature 
in diſtreſs, as much as in the cells of lunatic; with this 
difference, that he was permitted to go abroad, and make 
| Others as mad as himſelf; which he might be able to ac- 
to the art of making them think, that himſelf and his 
fraternity, are the only people in their ſenſes. 
The hearts of men anſwer to each other, allowing for 
de difference in education, as a face in a mirror. I could 
ſuch an impreſſion on my imagination, what he might do 
with the fancies of his audience, who, with a ſtrong pre- 


poſſeſſion in his favor, might be led to think him holy, in 
proportion to the terror he communicated ; and becauſe 


Felix trembled at St. Paul's doctrine, (which he mentioned 
on this occaſion) they muſt certainly tremble at his; tho? 
if St. Paul had behaved with the fame indecency, I ap- 
prehend he would have been turned art of the court, and 
acquitted at once, as a madnan. And bebald on what prin- 
ciples the reputation of this kind of preaching is ſupport= _ 
ed. © St. Paul was, on a certain occaſion, conſidered as a 
MADMAN, and even told ſo; fo ſays this gentleman, 
« am 1.” And what inference do you imagine his au- 
dience will make? Why, © St. Paul was certainly not 
| Wh. - mad, 
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mad, therefore Mr. V. is not mad.” Further, © The 
preaching of the true goſpel to the Gentiles was deemed fooliſh- 
neſs, the ſame is ſaid of what I preach.” What follows 
then ? why, his auditors will fa, . the goſpel of Cl 
was certainly not fooliſhneſs, therefore what Mr. I. ſays 
is not fooliſhneſs, but the only true defirine by which mankind 
can be ſaved.” Is not this admirable logic, and wonder- 
fully adapted to the uſes of the Methodiſts ? But it goes 
a great way further; for if what he preaches is zo? fookſb- 
contrary to his doctrine, is fookfoneſs, and all thoſe are 
in a ſtate of damnation who liſten to them. You are to 
underſtand, Sir, that damnation is as familiar a word as 
preternatural ; and that theſe preachers, having introduced 
4 low lind of language, by no means conſiſtent with the 
dignity of the pulpit, carry their audience to heaven, as it 
were in carts and coaches ; or tumble them into hell with 
reaſoning, and ſuch language, have on the minds of 
our fellow-ſubjes, to promote a true ſenſe of chriſtian 
ment / 

In another inftance the preacher was very explicit : 
« How,” ſays he, can a man love Gad, unleſs he knows 
that Cad loves him; and how is he to know that Gad loves 


him, but by his feelings? And whatever may be thought of | 


the word FEELING, it is @ very ſignificant term, and eaſy to 


be under fluad by thoſe who Do feel; and do we not feel the im- 
freſſians made on the mind, as well as thoſe en the body? 
Now 


9 * wv? 
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Now I muſt tell you, that I have been always taught 
to believe, that a true love of God was founded in a 
right ſenſe of his perſeQions, being really amiable in 
themſelves, and beneficial to us: and ſuch a love of God 
will of neceſſity ſhow forth itſelf in our endevoring to 
wards others, which we profeſs to love and admire in him. 
Every good mind, when it reads or thinks upon the cha- 
rater of an angel, loves the idea, though it has no pre- 
ſent communication with the ſubject, to whom ſuch a 
lovely character belongs: much more the inexhau/tible foun- 
tain of all perſections; of perfections without number, 
and without limit: the center in which all excellencies 
unite, in which all glory reſides, cannot but be the ſu- 


preme object of love to a reaſonable and intelligent mind.” 


nor intelligent ? if he does, he cannot get much credit by 
them : but would he therefore talk nonſenſe to them, and 
make them believe they feel this love in their hearts, as they 
might do a cudgel on their heads? 

Indeed the common fenſe of mankind leads us to think, 


that to be virtuous, and to love Gad, are terms which im- 


port the ſame thing; and to hope for his love when we 
are virtuous, ſeems as neceſſarily to follow. But this fame 
feeling being præternatural, bets 
to comprehend it. 
Sateen ited 
ſelves giddy ; and laying violent hands on every text in 
ſcripture, whether addreſſed to Few or Gentile, relating to 
Nn 2 the 
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torture every expreſſion to accommodate it to their doctrine, 
Not attending to the imperſections of language, they do 
not ſee the neceflity of making uſe of figures, even in com- 
mon ſpeech, in the ordinary affairs of life ; but deter- 
mined to take every thing in a literal ſenſe, which can 
pofibiy make for their favorite opinions ; they get poor 
people, as it were, within a circle, and keep them there 
by the magic of viſionary doctrines. 
1 muſt inform you, that oppoſite to this celebrated 
preacher, fat a dozen or more of old women, of that 
been perſuaded, by threats or promiſes, that they had 
rode in the air on broomfficts; and confefling it, 
might have been put to death by people as much be- 
witched as themſelves. And what is the caſe now? 
Theſe, and fuch like objects of compaſſion, being miſ- 
guided in the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, we muſt con- 
clude may be more eaſily perſuaded of a good thing, name- 
hy, that they have felt the pangs of the new birth, by vie- 
lent bodily pains, or convulſions of the ſpirit : in conſe- 
quence of which they alſo fee! the abſolute affurance- of 
everlaſting felicity ; at the very moment that their intel- 
lectual powers are fo far decayed, that they do not diſtin- 
guiſh between receiving of alms, in relief of their miſery, 
and recerving hire as hummers and hawers. You are 
to underſtand this as the denomination given, by many 
ſober perſons, to theſe old women, fome of whom, I 
am allured, have confuſed, that they are retained by 


hire, 
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hire, for /ighing and groaning. Certain it is they are 
ready at command and when Mr. V. tells them, they 
are in @ ſlate of perſecution,” and utters a pathetic declara- 
tion, © that he hopes they will be permitted to return ſafe 
to their hames ;” they, with mournful fighs, lifting up 
their eyes to heaven, cry, © pray God” Though this 
farce is lamented by ſome, and laughed at by others, it 
never entered my thoughts that Mr. 77. is fo bold in his 
__ 0 4 in actually hiring 
of des women ſhould ui they ar hired, and declare 
that they are fo. 

I have heard, with my own ears, many things won- 
derful and aſtoniſhing, yet I could never bring myſelf 
to believe, that there are any ſuch things as love-frafts 
amongſt the Adethodi/fs, as vulgarly thought, where 
men and women meet at night, and extinguiſh their 
lights, with a view, as tis preſumed, to follow the 
works of darineſs! Such things would never be ſuffer- 
ed in a civilized ſtate. But I fear that the pretended 
fervent emations of the ſpirit, or the real convulſions of 
the imagination, in ſome weak brothers and ſiſters, do tend 
mightily to the gratification of the deſires of the fleſb : 
and I believe there are many ſinners, among thoſe who 
profeſs to have had their new birth; though this is a diffi- 
culty, which, upon their principles, I have not been 
able to ſolve. 
Ms 66] 208 cr ants nne 
entertained concerning a falſe principle in morality, that 
Na 3 cuil 
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evil may be done, that good may come of it. If a wo- 
man were proſecuted for robbing her hufband, though it 


were to give the money to a Methodiſt preacher for ſpi- 
acquit her; nor could ſhe be innocent in the fight of 
God. That ſuch tricks have been played by wives, and 
by relations leſs near than wives, I do verily believe is 
true: and if it is true, we may ſee a ftriking proof of 
the force of art and contrivance on the part of the 
preacher, and the fatal effects of bigotry and enthuſiaſm 
in his followers. 

Though theſe people deal in the wonderful ; you would 
be as much ſurprized as I was if a preacher, with * 
grave face, ſhould tell you, that ſeven and twenty 
years ago he was preſent, when a certain man uttered 
became ſpeechleſs ; that the dumb man made figns to him 
and his company, to pray with him; that they prayed, 
and in three days the ſpeech of the offender was reſtored.” 
Would you not imagine that it was intended to infinu- 
ate, that a miracle had been wrought by the inſtrumen- 
tality of the preacher, who uniformly aſcribes the moſt 
common events, to a miraculous interpoſition © But per- 
haps you would be ſurprized, for what end this ſuppoſed 
miracle ſhould be wrought, or what marks of probabi- 
tion was told, that the man was no ſooner reflored to his 
ſpeech, than he curſed and blaſphemed juft as he did before.” 
But be pleaſed to obſerve, that the inſinuation of the 
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miracle ftands on its proper ground, whatever the more! 

application of the ſtory may be. 
Pray, what is it you underſtand by the love of Chri/t 
conſtraining us ? If by the general tenor and ruling prin- 
ciples of your life, and your belief of the great truths con- 
tained in the New Teſtament, you are induced to perform 
what is commanded; and as far as the frailty of your na- 
ture admits, to refrain from what is forbidden; I preſume 
the love of Chriſt cCoNSTRAINS you. But did it ever 
enter your thoughts, that a miracle ſhould be wrought to 
induce you to relieve the diſtreſſed, or to prevent your 
debauching your neighbor's daughter ? yet consTRAINT, 
by the love of Chrift, according to Mr. I. is preter- 
natural /—Is it not preternatural, that any man in his 
ſenſes can be a Methodiſt / 
In order to ſerve up as great a variety, as his fertile in- 
vention could ſupply, he likewiſe touched on the thirty- 
teach no other doctrine than his own. J have often wiſhed 
that theſe articles were re-examined, tho! it has not been yet 
thought conſiſtent with the wiſdom of the ſtate. If we con- 
fider when and by whom they were written, we muſt not be 
ſurprized if they convey ſome ambiguities, till the whole 
context is examined ; and though we were at that time 
| emerging from groſs error and ſuperſitition, yet our fore- 
fathers were ſufficiently right in their meaning, and Mr. 
s ſubterfuge is a very low expedient to puzzle the illi · 
terate. If you defire farther ſatisfaction, I recommend to 
* — <A and 
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if that pamphlet is not full enough, examine Biſhop Bur- 
net on the thirty-nine articles. If Mr. V. has a mind to 
impoſe upon his unlettered audience, I fancy he muſt 
look out for ſome other authority. | 

. 
tied illiterate perſon, is impreſt with the belief of fuch 
wonder-working powers, or ſome ſtrange opinzon like a 
belief, (for I make a diſtinction) we muſt not be fur- 
prized at any thing that follows. Yet in mercy to his 
weakneſs, we ought to remind him how eaſily one, whoſe 
brain is hurt, raves, when you touch him on the firing, 
religious man be, in parting with the little he has, igſſaad 
of ſweating under a weary life, to purchaſe the reverſion of 
| heaven, and the preſent aſſurance of the future enjoy 
ment of it ! | 

As Mr, IF. obliged us with a ftory, I will tell yow a real 
one to the purpoſe above mentioned. A gentleman who 
had been confined in Bedlam for ſome time, was thought 
to have recovered his ſenſes ; but as he was going out from 
thence, another unhappy perſon in a raving fit, was heard 
to fay, I am Pluto the god of hell, and I will ſet the world 
en fire.” "The other immediately catching the impreſſion, 
ſaid to his friends, *© Don't be afraid ; if he is PLUTO the 
god of bell, and ſets the world on fire, I am xEeTuUNE, the 
god of the ſeas; and as I command the waters, I will put the 
fire aut.” You will readily conclude that the poor gentleman 
cvas canduc ted to his cell, fill be ſhould talk like @ man in his 
*. I am, dear Sir, yours, Oc. 
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ally fee ſome extraordinary GENIUS's ariſe in every art and 
ference, who promote or injure the public welfare; or 
with a mixed character do both, alternately ; uncommon 
efforts in religious concerns, muſt ariſe from very ſupe - 
rior parts in diſtinguiſhing, or from groſs fanaticiſm, or rank 
hypocriſy. Now if the event proves to the candid world, 
that any good is done by ſuch efforts, we ſhould try to 
benefit by ſuch good, and reject the evil part. 

It is now about a century fince we were mad with pre- 
tences to piety; for piety it ought not to be called. After 
this religious frenzy, or mad hypocriſy had had its play, 
tion : But over-ſhooting the mark, we went into the 
other extreme, and religion was quite put out of coun- 
tenance. Tired of ſuch kind of uſurpation, religion took 
her ſeat again, and the reign of more regular equal piety 
ſucceeded, when people thought it a duty to worſhip God 
in their ow: houſes, as well as at church; and to be af- 
| ſured that their prayers ſhould be offered up to him, with 

uninterrupted affduity, every great family had a chap- 
lain, and almoſt every little one, a ſtated time for prayer. 
"This cuſtom is fill obſerved in ſome large families, in a 
few counties in this kingdom ; but the number, upon the 
whole, I fear, is ſmall : I am not happy enough to hear 
of more than five about London, and one of them is an 
Archbiſbop's. Upon diſcontinuing fo laudable a practice, 
and, we may ſuppoſe, thinking Zghtly of the inten- 
tion of it, a furious inundation of profiigacy broke in, 
eſpecially upon the vulgar. At length ſome of theſe, 

whoſe 
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whoſe fire had carried them the fartheſt in wickedneſs, be- 
came the greateſt pietiſts, reſolving to devote themſelves 
to religion, as ſtrongly as they had been devoted to work 
iniquity, and under the ſtile and title of 1etbodi/ts, to pray 
To tell you my real thoughts, it ſeems as if the neg- 
lect of this cuſtom of projers in families was one of the 
cauſes why ſo many lived as without Cod in the world ; 
and that others having deviated into the oppoſite extreme, 
run mad with religian. It is reaſonable to believe, that 
with regard to the common faith profeſſed, as well as the 
common practice of the multitude. Excluding reaſon, which 
they had ſo much violated, they ſeem inclined to reform 
away common ſenſe ; and under the diſguiſe of a new dac- 
 trine and ſuperlative ſandity, to introduce papal ignorance 

In CromwelPs time, it is well known, that the Pepifb 
clergy, diſguiſed as Reformers, found their way to our 
pulpits, and we muſt not be ſurprized, if the ſame ſhould 
happen again, amongſt the Methodiſts. Ard a preacher, 
though conſcious he is xo ſaint, may have art enough 
to make his followers think that he is one; and falſe 
piety may thus undermine true religion. We often ſce 
principles, as of toleration on political ones: and zeal and 
impudence ſometimes operate in the ſame way. The love 
of novelty, and our common liberty, frequently occaſion 
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great credulity ; and our daring genius turns us to what- 
| ever our imaginations ſuggeſt : whilſt a mind ſoſtened by 
a ſenſe of guilt, and terrified by an extbuſiaftic preacher, 
is open to every appearance that is ſpeciaus. 
ed; and a careful examination of them will point out 
the great evils that attend them. If,” ſaps an inge- 
nious writer, to this newneſs in the manner there is 
added a little of the marvellous in the matter, its power 
of affefting will increaſe, and it will be received with 
more avidity of attention, proportionably to the quantity 
of the wonderful it contains. When the AMethodiffs ha- 
rangue their ſwains in the country, they are well attend- 
ed: but St. Francis, when he preached to the fwallws 
was attended much better. A Methodiſt, when he 
preaches up falvation by faith alone, will draw numbers 
about him : if he does it in the utmoſt latitude of the 
Antinomian principle, and to the abſolute excluſion of all 
works, he may be expected to draw much greater: but 
ſhould any one undertake to bring all the ſleep and afſes 
in the fields to hear him, as the above-mentioned faint 
O29 to how Gann, 3 wantl.by xoncy. en ts Ge thee 
he out- does them both. 

Some oblique ſtrokes of ſatire on the indolence, ſelf- 
intereſt and corruption of modern preachers, will like- 
wile take mightily with the populace, and never fail to 
the fancy of the Mob fo much, as when one of their 
betters is brought in to be baited. If it be one of the 
worldly- 


 . 

the flock, the pleaſure is much improved, and the tri- 
umph is conſiderably heightened. A Ferw or a Relapſe will 
but we cannot give the rabble here, a higher treat, than 
by ſerving up one of the clergy for their entertainment. 
will alſo be wonderful, and always pleaſing to a popular 
audience. The gracious diſtribution of ſpiritual gifts, 
without any regard to the merit or qualification of thoſe 
to whom they are given: the rank to which the man of 
lo degree on earth is to be advanced, as one of the ele? 
or favorites of heaven ; the general and undiſcriminating 
denunciation of woe againſt thoſe, who in their life-time 
have received their good things ; theſe topics never fail to 
engage the attention, and gain the. applauſe from thoſe 
of the lower claſs ; and they will pleaſe the more in the 
hands, and under the ſkilful direction of a maſter, who 
can illuftrate them in that familiar way which is level to 
the capacity of all his hearers ; and in which the Me- 

thodift preachers are allowed ſo much to excel. 
As it may be difficult to abſtract low and groveling 
minds from the grofineſs of material things, it may be, 
and has often been dangerous to the public peace, to raiſe 
in the vulgar too high notions of their favor and intereſt 
in heaven : for whatever deſcription of ſpiritual rewards, 
or images of celeſtial happineſs may be ſet before them, 
I much doubt whether they will not direct their thoughts 
to mere objects of ſenſe ; will not fwell with the expecta- 
tion 


== 
tion of earthly bleſſings, and plume themſelves on the 
value of thoſe reverſionary poſſeſſions, which will fall to 
their ſhare, when the ſaints come to inherit the earth. 

Nor is it a ſmall recommendation of theſe doctrines to 
the common people, that as every thing is repreſented to 
be done for them, by the all-ſufficient merits of a Savi- 
our, little or nothing is underſtood to remain that can be 
properly done by themſelves. Obligations of duty are in 
a great meaſure ſuperſeded ; attention to behave properly 
| under all the various relations of life, is held by many 
to be unneceſſary; any attempts to improve in virtuous 
living may be deemed preſumptuous by ſome, and as acts 
of an arrogant ſelf-righteouſneſs ; or probably the dan- 
„ e 
of ſalvation,” 

You fin, @, in what feng teas the ingenious and 


reverend author has pointed out ſeveral cauſes obvious to 


the experience of mankind ; and it is certain, that un- 
der a notion of pre-eminence in ſanctity, they may open 
a. door to great errors and confuſion. —Let us lament our 
ſins in duſt and aſhes, and exert all the energy of our 
ſouls to worſhip 60D in ſpirit and in truth; to devote our 
lives to his ſervice, and to pray for his aſſiſtance; but let 
ſuch aſſiſtance come in the way that he ſhall think fit to 
give it. 22 this defivine of Aliledyſe cannnt, in the 
iſſue, be productive of good. 

With regard to improvements in morality, * 
Methodiſts themſelves ? The beſt account I can find, is 
this. One of them fays . there are many magiſtrates in 

this 
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this city * and kingdom in general, I believe, who can 
remember what the bulk of the common people of Eng- 
land were about twenty years ago. In and about Londen 
particularly, nothing were more frequent than murders 
and robberies in the ſtreets, and highways ; but let theſe 
magiſtrates be aſked now, and I dare ſwear they will con- 
ſeß, that things have been upon the mending hand ever 
fince, till at length the lower claſs of people are reduced 
to a regularity and good behavior, that is not to be paralel- 
led in the inhabitants of any nation upon earth, where 
the numbers are ſo great, and the metropolis 6 
tenfroe.” — He goes on, 
« Now I would be glad to know, to what this happy 
change has been owing ? Shall I venture to anſwer ? to 
a ſenſe of religion, which for theſe laſt twenty years has 
been growing among the commonalty : a ſenſe which 
fects of education, and opened their underſtanding to hear 
and believe the word of God in the ſeriptures.— 


Suppoſe we grant the Methodift all this; various cauſes = 


may have concurred: and as we know there are ſome 
ſome few moral people, amongſt the poor, who are not 
Methodiſts ; and does it follow that the fame, or much 
greater good, might not be done with the ſame zeal, by 
preaching the plain doctrine of chriſtianity, which promiſes 
the /ame rewards, and threatens the ſame puniſhments, here- 
after. If nothing can be done but by miracle, we may 
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24 well refer ourſelves to the miraculous care of heaven, 


and not ſow our fields, nor plant our gardens. Piety 
is too good a thing for people to be cheated into it ; but 
will probably follow. The very cauſe of virtue is in- 
jured, when a lie is invented to ſupport it, and the con- 
ſequence of a falſity is, that the bulk of mankind are apt 
to blend the virtuous and the vicious together, and impute 
all appearance of religion, to hypocriſy or madueſs. = 
deſpiſe and ridicule thoſe who are; whilſt the Methodiſts 
themſelves, in ſpite of all their piety, are taught to give 
up their fellow-ſubjet?s, and fellow-chriſtians, as children 
of perdition : fo that upon the examination of this whole 
matter, the good done to the common people of theſe king- 
doms, for it is not confined to this metropolis, I am afraid 
is not; ſo great as this gentleman imagines. . 
What is good, will ſtand the teſt: what is zot good, or 
founded in error, cannot be of divine original. Can any 
doctrine be more pure and ſumple, than that of the eſta- 
bliſhed religion, regular, even, conſiſtent ; founded in the moſt 
| ſubſtantial learning, and the trueft piety? And is there 
not room to ſuſpect that thoſe who have been ſucceſsful 
in promoting the morality they pretend to, by means of 
this new faith, which other divines do not teach, are 
intoxicated with notions of their own importance? And 
of the goſpel, on this account, and as it were in con- 
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tempt of the eſtabliſhed religion ; a 
morally and politically conſidered ; and do not the Methodifts 
counteract the very ſobriety they pretend to ? 
Modeſty leads men to ſuſpect the fallacy of their own 
judgment, in cafes where the higheſt authority is oppoſed 
to them, if the reaſons advanced are very forcible, Tho? 
theſe may not catry conviction, againſt prejudices in favor” 
of new doctrines, the principles which promote public 
peace, good order, and national felicity, muſt be entitled to 
a much fairer examination, than the Methodiſts chuſe to 
beſtow. From the moment people reaſon unfairiy, or ad- 
vance as fats that which they can give no teſtimony of 
but their own aſſertions, in all common concerns of life 
of the firſt ages, if I may be allowed to mention them in 
e eee Op OY ee ae 
of evidence, than any of the wonderful illuminati 
the Methodiſts pretend to. 
And what fays the hiſtorian, of the Montani, who 
pretended to juſt the ſame kind of wonders as the A/etha- 
dis? Speaking of Montanus their leader, he ſays, ** They 
deemed what they ſaw in him as the true effect of the Holy 
Ghent, and were thereby lifted up with extreme vanity 
and confidence, as if nothing could be greater and higher 
honor of ſeeing himſelf ſo efteemed, and liſtened to, uſed 
— W. eee ny war cone 
the ** 7 the church as much 2 inveſted 
Oo only 
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only with an outward character: HE bad more of the 
SPIRIT than all of them, and by virtue of his extraord;- 
nary miſſion, would be exempted from the inſpection of 
te whatever was taken for a prophetic impetus. Monta- 
aus, intoxicated with theſe high notions, went up and 
down, and drew after him ſeveral religious melancholifts. 
Several of the weaker ſex, excited by his high pretenſions, 
were ſeized upon by the fame ſpirit ; as Priſcilla and Mazi- 
2222 
Chriſt. They accordingly fanſied themſelves heavenly 
virgins, eſpouſed by Chriſt, who perſonally viſited them, 
other. — Thus led on with a falſe faith, and puffed up 
beyond meaſure, they fell into ſundry ſnares, and eafily 
U of tar owe tarts, for the fore 
inſpiration of the divine Spirit.” | 

What a picture is this ! — The love of order, peace, 
and harmony are confeſſedly the trueſt criterions to judge 
of a diſciple of Jeſus Chrift : and though I preſume the 
Almighty, requires of us, in our different ſtations of life, the 


- ſame devotion of the heart, there is no exact number of 


hours required to be ſpent in prayer. But if things are car- 
ried ſuch lengths, that an audience is admoniſhed to beware 
of the public worſhip and religion of their country, it is high 
time to check a doctrine, which appears to have nothing but 
the moſt confident aſſertions of inc redibilities to ſupport it. 


SY 
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It has generally appeared to me, that as the faults of a 
fervant are often owing to the imprudence or folly of 
the maſter, fo the faults of our clergy are imputable in a 
great meaſure to the laity; ſometimes by expeing 100 
much ſervice of them, and at others by our fitting dum ſa- 
<« wiſe and juſt men, who have only the glory of God, 
and the welfare of mankind in view, without any proſpect 
of worldly power, pleaſure, or profit to themſelves ;” 
and they require alſo that they ſhould be endowed with 
preternatural powers from heaven, ſuch as I apprehend God 
| has not been pleaſed to grant to the ſons of men, fince 
the firſt periods of the chriſtian era. And where are 
ſuch clergy ? where indeed are ſuch men upon the face of 
the whole earth, even without theſe gifts? I fear the 
number is very ſmall : the Methadift preachers do not 
appear to be ſuch wiſe, nor ſuch diſintereſted men. On 
the contrary, if a miniſter thinks himſelf authorized to 
utter ſuch familiar vulgar diſcourſe from the pulpit, as is 
not fit for the plow-tail, though it may gain him fol- 
lowers, and turn him to account, it is a queſtion if the 
event may not be very injurious ; and inſtead of promoting 
the true glory of God amongſt men, if it will not caſt a 
dark cloud on religion, bring a nation into- contempt, 
ſing the devotion of the paſtor to be ever ſo ſincere, if it is 
diſſonant to the laws of the land, and the true ſpirit of a 
free government, upon our plan, it will hardly ſtand the 
teſt of being agreeable to the laws of God; for theſe ge- 

WS 2 nerally 
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nerally act reciprocially on each other. True religion can 
hardly ſubſiſt without ſuch a government ; and I believe 
no ſuch government can ſubſiſt without true religion. 

In the mean while, every circumſtance which brings 
on diſcord or confuſion in PUBLIC, or difireſs in private 
life, may be ſuſpected as not founded in truth. To main- 
tain the peace and good order of this world, as prepa- 
ratory to the happineſs of the next, is one of the chief 
precepts of our great Lord and Mafter, as we find in 
almoſt every paſſage of the New Tefament. Therefore 
if we mean to promote that charity, and benevolence 
 confider the purity, finplicity, and integrity of our plan 
of government; the great lenity in the executive part 
of it ; the majeſtic ſimplicity which accompanies the true 
proteſtantiſm of the church of England: and the admirable 
-orreſponder „ 
the chriſtian religion. 

Unleſs we allow ourſelves to be as ignorant and illite- 
rate as Pagans ; or acknowledge the preternatural illumi- 
nations pretended to by the Methodiſts, we muſt argue 
on theſe principles, though no arguments ſhould prevent 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of the opinion of theſe illumina- 
tions, from believing in them. Great reverence is due 
to government on the moſt approved principles of all 
religions ; but the beauty and truth of ours are very ob- 
vious: and if the conduct of any ſubject claſhes with 
it; under a falſe notion of ſanity, they will injure the 


thing we have the moſt reaſon to triumph in. The. 
wn * 
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 Mithodift preachers underſtand this doctrine in part, but 
they comtradia themſelves; that ts, they profeſs to honor 
the KiNG, but they vilify the clergy, of whom the king 
is the head. 

ik ds wank Ge: & > > ate cs 
for a preacher to read with a true emphaſis ; to have a 

good utterance ; and above all to feel what he fpcaks, 

whether he preaches or $razs 3 for it is thus, and perhaps 
thus only, that he can make others feel it. Where there 
is no paſſage to the heart, but by way of the paſſions, theſe 
muſt be addreſſed from the pulpit, or the audience will be 
Tn OY POS Re p nee, bees, o. 
enten a eee 
I lay it down as malim, that we may learn ſome- 
thing from every body, were it only in marking their 
No chriſtian can diſpute, but that a preacher of the goſpel 
of Chriſt is of the nobleſt profeſſion in the world : — 
why is it not ſtill more reſpected amongſt us? I will tell 
you my opinion: it is becauſe the laity, * ago 
and dominion, the chagy, is the moun whih, ant ganmely : 
doing themſelves juſtice in their manner of addrefling their 
audience, to excite that reverence, which is beſt calculated 
to ſpread the influence of piety, and create an awful ſenſe 
of religion, and love and reſpect for themſelves, as 

tae — They 
| O03 ſeem 
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feem alſo to be ſuſpicious of themſelves in regard to the 
imputation of ſingularity, when they are not conſcious 
that they affect any. This curbs the genius of many 
zealous and able preachers : and left they ſhould dege- 
nerate into enthuſiaſm, or apply themſelves to the paſſions 
only, I think they often appear too cold and languid, when 
they apply io our reaſon only. 
The bulk of mankind are almoſt neceffarity Wliterate ; 
but they are not therefore difinclined to religion: On the 
contrary, there is in the human mind a natural pro- 
penſity to religion; and the moſt unlettered know fo 
much, that the foul of the peaſant is as precious, in the 
fight of Gad, as the foul of the prince. That the fame 
God is addreſſed in the humble village-church, as in the 
ſolemn city-temple, and may be worſhiped with as 
pure a heart. And it is not leſs obvious, that if preach- 
ing is conſiſtent with #uth, right reaſon, the ſcrip- 
_—— OOO 
ſie woo ve avian; men of ſenſe and candor, 
to aſk themſelves this ſimple queſtion ; « Have I made 
<< any conſiderable impreſſion on my audience to-day ? the 
anſwer would often be in the negative. Many a well- 
meaning man, who is conſcious of being careleſs, or has 
ſome inſuperable impediment, would frequently confeſs this 
opinion of himſelf ; not ſo much from the fault of his 
audience, as his own. The next queſtion is, * To what 
cc purpoſe do I preach ? Part of the anſwer is, To 
s get my own bread : yet as an honeſt man he means 
alſo 


15671 
alſo to do his duty in the double capacity of a teacher, 


and a chriſtian : and as he can never be in want of the beſt 
digeſted diſcourſes ; let his parts be ever fo inferior, ſpeak- 
ing of him as a clergyman, he may model them to the 
capacities of his audience, at leaſt among the lower claſſes 
of the people; and conſequently nothing will remain for 
him to do, as to the buſineſs in queſtion, more than to 
Aud and practiſe the moſt efficacious manner of preaching. 
But whatever complaints the laity may make, I have 
ſeen and obſerved the conduct of ecclefiaſtics in many 
other countries; and I do aſſure you, that as ours appears 
to be the pureſt religion, our clergy are incomparably the 
moſt reſpectable of any in the world: and in this view I 
include the Di/enting miniſters, as well as the Epiſcopa- 
is diſplayed in ſentiments and language ſuperior to the 
greateſt maſters of antiquity, who declaimed on worldly 
matters. What can affect the mind of man fo deeply as 
an angelic energy, in proportion as the divine excellen- 
cies of the great Creator and Lord of heaven, are ſuperior 
to all created Beings on earth ! No ſubject can be fo in- 
tereſting to man, as the immortality of his ſoul ; and the 
nity, raiſe our ideas to the ſublimeſt heights which they 
are capable of. Our clergy,” fays an ingenious wri- 
ter, „ have no farther to look for an example of the 
Oo4 per- 
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perfection they may arrive at, than to St. Paul's ha- 
rangues * ; that when he, under the want of ſeveral 
advantages of nature ( as himſelf tells us) was heard, 
admired, and made a ſtandard to ſucceeding ages, by 
the beſt judge of a different perſuaſion in religion: I fay, 
mons are, they are capable of receiving a great addi- 
tion, which St. Paul has given them a noble example of; 
and the chriſtian religion bas furniſhed them with the cer- 
tain means of obtaining it.” But may we therefore de- 
ſcend to the vulgar, ſo far as to rant and rave? No: the 
humbleſt villager can judge of what is decorous, natural, 
and harmonious, better than to be pleaſed or inflrufed, 
though he may be frightened and canfounded by ſuch de- 
meanor ; and there is reaſon to ſuſpect that nothing but ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition can engage him to love or revere 
the preacher. But if the preacher gains by the igno- 
ſolve the whole, with reſpect to himſelf, into low art 
and iniquitous contrivance to render even the ſuppoſed 
word of Cad, ſubſervient to worldly ends. 

Our common people are ſaid to be the moſt diſſolute 
in the world, particularly in and about London : the 
Methodiſts ſay this. For my own part, I believe they 
are not ſo bad as is imagined ; but they would certainly 
be hfs diffelute, if they were told in ftranger terms, and 
u. His reaſonings upon idolatry at Athens. His diſ- 
courſe on che reſurrection to the Cariaibiaus. His harangue be- 


fore 4gri7pa on his own converſion, and the neceflity of that 
of others, Se. | 2 
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with more emphaſis, what infinite danger there is in be- 
ing wicked ; and what joys there are in the hopes of hea- - 
ven, even without that certainty of it, which the Metho- 
aht fondly pretend to: and if a man's talents be as pro- 
perly adapted to the pulpit, as the actors to the ſtage, 
and he Jearns his part as well; the reality oppoſed 
to the fiction, and the greater importance of it, muſt 
give him a vaſt ſuperiority. Whatever the AH 
may pretend, the clergy of all denominations ſhould con- 
clude, that the influence of a preacher muſt be expected 
to ariſe from ſudy and attention, not from illumination, 
preternatural aſſiſtance, or a medley of reaſon and non- 
ſenſe, uttered with vehemence and vociferation. 

But it ought moreover to be obſerved, how impoſii- 
ble it is, on the preſent plan, to do juſtice to all the 
common people, in every part of this kingdom. How 
tua, three, or four villages at ſeveral miles diſtance ! 
I we mean to curb enthuſiaſm, we muſt rectify this 
error where it prevails. If the miniſter muſt gallop 
over the ſervice, as he gallops over the ground from one 
church to another; and if the church is often without 
any ſervice at all, what will be the conſequence ? 

| Farther, in order to avoid the pageantry of the church 
of Rome, we get into a habit of indifference with regard 
to common external decency. How many places of di- 
vine worſhip have I ſeen, where one may almoſt lite- 
rally fay, that the winds whiftle through the broken 
walls, as well as the broken windows ; and where the 


venerable 
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Ar 
as if it meant to cruſh them into their original clay, to 
make bricks of, towards rebuilding their church : whilſt 
the proudeſt monuments of human art, even our moſt 
folemn temples, except it be on Sundays, who is it fre- 
quents them? half a dozen antient maids, and as many decre- 
pid widows. It is true, one evil has been lately corrected by 
the prudence and piety of the clergy: it is not long fince 
that the din made without the choir, even of St. Paul's 
F theſe within it, when they wee 
at their devotions. 

I would not have you imagine, that I am fo un- 
fortunate as not to ſee a great deal of real devotion : I 
only ſeek for ſome of the obvious cauſes, why ſo many 
of the people, who are fo violently inclined to piety, run 
after new doctrines and netu preachers, merely as theſe 
ſeem to be in earneſt : we ſee their abſurdities are follow- 
ed, when truths, the moſt intereſting to mankind, are 
— — 

Indeed, to conſider religion in general, we do not ap- 
pear to be affected in practice, equal to the enlightened 
age we live in; though our knowledge ſerves to ſhow 
us, what tue ſhould not be; and among other things, that 
the opinions of Mzthodi/ts are the very dregs of ignorance 
and credulity, and the genuine produce of enthuſiaſm. 

Whatever miſchievous effects may attend Methadifm, I 
believe it has done ſome good, fo far as zeal and attention 
ef ſucceſs, and perſevere upon this very principle. Bu, 
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as if they were conſcious they had no other ground to 
cles with a monſtrous vociferation; and inſtead of exciting 
devotion among ſuch as have common ſenſe, they create 
contempt, and expoſe themſelves to the laughter of the 
illiterate, and do a general injury to religion. 
But this is not the only thing we complain of. A 
Bridewell, or a Blue-coat boy in garments like a girl's 
petticoat, or a gallant ſeaman on ſhore, hampering his legs | 
in trouſers, tho' cuſtom may render them familiar, and they 
may be eſteemed as honorable badges ; yet in the eye of 
reaſon theſe appearances create laughter: but it is no ſub- 
ject of laughter to fee a man aſſuming the prerogatives 
of a black gawn, and under the notion of being an nffruffor 
ſent from Gad, departing from ſenſe, reaſon, and the ſcrip- 
tures, aſſembling a number of poor people to liſten to 
the rants of enthuſiaſm, and by the force of their affec- 
is a ſubject of ſorrow, and to guard the poor from being 
ſo impoſed upon, is a duty of real moment which we 
owe them. If we pretend to guard the liberties and pro- 
| perty of our fellow-ſubjefts, and do not point out to 
them their danger from preachers, who teach a doctrines 
which we apprehend is not from heaven, we ſhall not do 
— 22 

endevor to promote. | 
Whatever N 
of novelty on the minds of the vulgar, it would be a me- 
lancholy caſe indeed, if the pulpit was to be modelled, as 
he 
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the foge ſometimes is, to the whims, the corruption or 
folly of mankind. —Fools and madmen there ever will be, 
and the man who is mad thro an exceſs of piety, may do 
as much miſchief as he who is outragioufly criminal, not 
| having any piety at all. The community in both caſes is 


in danger: with regard to the fiſt, his diſcaſe ſeems to 
be the leaft pernicious, conſidered as an individual, but 
conjunctively, with a multitude, it may be the moſt dan- 
gerous, as being leaſt practicable to ſubdue: for every 
honeft man will unite to check the extravagancies of the 
religious madman ; but the other ſeems to be the leaſt 
£nrable. Let us try to preſerve our reaſon, and adore the 
God that gave it! But if ſuch conſtructions of the ſcrip- 
tures, as the Methodiſts make, do paſs current with man- 
kind, I am afraid that reaſon and chriſtianity will take 
their leave of the world together, and leave us bewilde- 
ved in darkneſs! FAREWEIL. 


Thoug'ts 
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Thoughts on the Methodifts continaed, <vith Obſervations on their 
newBirth, and alſo on theatrical Exhibitions inMatters of Faith. 
LETTER xxvm. 


To the ſame. 


HEN I wrote to you laſt, I thought I had ex- 

| hauſted my ſubject; but I find that, in my 
is of the greateſt moment amongſt the Methodiſts. You 
have heard much talk about their New Birth, and 
it has excited my attention. I hope you remember ſo 
much of your catechiſm, that part of the anſwer upon the 
queſtion of baptiſm is, a death unto fin, and a xEw 
BIRTH unto righteouſneſs.” But I find that St. Paul writ- 
ing to the Romans, ſays, © Know ye not that ſo many of 
us as were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were baptized into his 
| death ; that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead, by the 


' glory of the Father, even fo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs 


of life.” And this emblem of ching with Chriſt, and 
riſing with him again, to walk in newneſs of life, is, I 
ſuppoſe, the new Birth, ſo far as it is applicable to us, 

who are already chriſtians ; an. 
ſomething præternatural. 
A change of life and manners, with reſpect to the more! 

world, in the moſt familiar idiem of cur language, is 
be- 
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becoming a new creature. Change of ſpirit, with regard 
to a ſpiritual late, is called a new birth, by analogy with 
our natural birth, which firſt gave us bodies and a material 
ſubſtance. But if any imagine they feel the pangs of re- 
generation, as a power agitating their fouls, or that they 
are in a ſtate of impeccability after this new birth, they may 
fubject themſelves to the imputation of frenzy, as much 
as if they were to pretend to be invulnerable; or to ma- 
turity of knowledge in infancy ; or to know the time and 
place of their natiuity, with every thing that paſſed at it, 
Methodiſts generally pretend to tell the time and place of 
with a ſenſe of religion, at any certain time, in any ex- 
traordinary manner, and more than they ever were be- 
fore, it may be true: and if they would let it reſt here, 
carry this notion to the heights I have mentioned above. 

I had once occaſion to aſk a young woman what 
prayers ſhe uſed : her anſwer was, 4 that thoſe who had 
the NEW BIRTH had no occaſion for any FORM of prayer,” 
which was the ſame to me as if ſhe had ſaid, I am 
a Methadift arrived to a finleſs ſtate.” What a deſirable ſe- 
cret is this, in which the moſt illiterate come to ſuch per- 
feftion by inward impreſſions / Yet if one may be allow- 
ed to judge from their writings, there is 2 ſchiſet among 
them, with regard to their capacity of ſinning after the 
new birth. Some maintain that they cant jin ; others 

| know 
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know the contrary by fad experience. The queſtion then 
is, have the ſinner: really had the new birth, as they ima- 
gined ? — This is a knotty point, which can never be 
clearly decided by them. If they mean to talk the lan- 
| guage of reaſon and common ſenſe, all that can be faid 
is, that there may be in the le men ſuch an unifor- 
mity in their thoughts and adtions ; they may be fo habi- 
tually obedient to their reaſen, as to be free, ſpeaking as 
far they cannot fin; as 2 good man cannot do an evil 
action, that is, CANNOT do it conſiſtently with his prin- 
Ciples as a good man. Where good men have arrived to 
any conſiderable degree of perfection, it is declared of 
them that they cannot in; which expreſſion, the whole 
than having the liberty of their minds fo perfe?, that al- 
lowing for the unavoidable infirmities of human nature, 
they are not in great danger of being ſeduced. 
can belong but to very few, and can be the reward only 
of an unmwearied perſeverance. But this is not what the 
| Methodifis mean. Thoſe only can underſtand their mean- 
ing, who have the ſame feelings as themſelves ; and hav- 
ing the ſame feelings, they may think they have found a 
meaning, though it be only a fanciful opinion of ſome 
power working in their minds, which if it were, as 
many of them ſay, it would be preternatural indeed ; but 
unleſs we ſuppoſe that miracles are wrought in favor of 

every 


* Vid. iſt John ui. 9. 
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every cunuert, when no man in his ſenſes, preſumes to 
fay but that converts may be made without miracles, we 
may as fairly conclude that there is rank deluſion and en- 
thufiaſm in the belief of the Methadiſts. 

Let us ſet this queſtion in the faireſt point of view, 
that every child may fee and judge of, it. It was not long 
fince that a preacher in a Methodiſt pulpit delivered him- 
ſelf to this effect. My friend had lived an exemplary 
life ; his conduct, humanly ſpeaking, was unexception- 
able: being on his death-bed, he was aſked i he had not 
the feelings of the certainty of future bliſs ; he anſwered, 
no : adding, that his ſpirits were frequently very low ; how- 
ever, that he belived in the promiſes of the goſpel; that his hopes 
were founded in them; and that he truſted in the mercies 
of Gad through the merits of Fefus Chrift.” What would 
the Meth:difts make of this man? Was he too a fon of 
eprobation ? Was the preacher a Methodift ? or are the 
Methadiſis coming- about? 

Upon their principles, they muſt ſet down ſeriouſly 
72 prove, that even with ſuch belief, ſuch hope, and ſuch 
truft, after a well-fpent life, this man, nat having the FEEL- 
INGS in greſtion, was not converted, nor conſequently in a 
fate of ſalvation. There are, it feems, certain feelings 
by which they can judge if they are regenerate or not. 
Now, I preſume, if a man does not know that he has 
fuch feelings, he cannot be ſaid to have them; and with- 
out them I ſuppoſe he has no affirarce of his converſion, 


and without aſſurance of bis converſ;on, he cannot enter- 
tain any other hope of his ſalvation, than that his con- 
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verſion (fo characteriſed as the Methodiſts would have it 
be) muſt f come. Now if it comes not, I ſhould be 
glad to know, what the ſituation of the man is? I fup- 
pole there is no other proof of converſion, and that it is 
common to all the converted. If there is any other proof; 
what do they allow ſuch proof to be? May a man be in a ſtate 
of ſalvation without this feeling ? If he may, why this 
mighty ftreſs laid upon it? If he cannot be in this ſtate 
without it, then the preacher”s friend was not in ſuch a 
and wonderful indeed! Methodifm muſt ſurely be a bad 
rule of faith, if it huts ſuch men out of paradiſe ! If 
we muff not ragen, we may adopt Fudaiſne, Mahome- 
danifin, or Paganiſm, as well as Chriſtianity : but even 
with regard to theſe faiths, we find that reaſon was not 
givert to no end, or as if the great judge of mankind will 
make no appeal, at the day of account, to that which is 
to the ſpirit of man, what the eye is to his body; he 
cannot poſfibly find his way without it. 

Can you tell me, if, according to the Methodiſts, there 
muſt be an aſferance of the favor of Gad to entitle a man 
to that favor? If a favor is granted before he knew 
caſe, ſuppoſe he were never to know it till he enjoys it, 
would it be lefs his, or lefs a favor, or render him the 
I happy? But if he preſumes that ſuch favor is cer- 
tainly granted him, does he not act, or think, diametricall 
contrary to the m,, the humility, and reſignation 
which charaQeriſes chrifianity ? Upon my word, Sir, 
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theſe pretended good chriſtians Rem to ſet the whole 
chriſtian doctrine at war with itſelf. Their preſumptions 
reverſe the declaration of Chriſt : they ſeem to juſtify 
the phariſce rather than the publican. Happy will it be 
to find our way to heaven by the means that the preacher, 
whom I have quoted, declared of his dying friend | 
Whilſt theſe people decry reaſon, they ſeem ignorant 
that they are either aſpiring to the ſtate of angels, or fink- 
ing themſelves to a level with hegt. But let them exalt 
their faith and notions of illuminations ever fo high, the 
ſcriptures remain juſt as they were before: and let us re- 
member, that we are neither more, nor leſs than men; and 
as ſuch, one may indeed lay, CoRRUPTION thou art my 
father 5 and than, O worm, art my fifter ! But, O 
RIGHTEOUS and OMNISCIENT GOD, thou baſt flampt 
thy image an my ſoul, by the faculties with which thou be 
ended it. Thou haſt graciouſly revealed thy will, and 
given me powers to underfland what thou reguirgſ of me. 
| Let me not Mace that image, by any vain or arrogant opi- 
that by it I may be led to faith in thy Being and Attributes, 
| pointed. Let me feel the efficacy of thy goodneſs, in my life 
way moſt agreeable to thy incomprehenſible wiſdom, though 
T ſhould not under tand the manner of its operation ; for in thee, 
all knowledge, power, and glory centre, for ever and ever ! 
The true paths of felicity are not difficult to find ; they 
ate pointed out by Gad himſelf but if men will be lazy 
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br frantic, paſſively immoral, or actively iniquitous againſt 
the light of reaſon and revelation, it is no wonder to ſce 
them bewildered. In the mean time, we often bchold 
great ſfomers aſpire at being great ſaints. Their imagina- 
tions are ftrong, and unhabituated to the meaſure of the 
human powers; and breathing after rĩghteouſneſs, are not 
contented with the ordinary means of grace: whilft others, 
of a different complezion, require to be flogged with reli- 

gious admonitions, before they can feel any impreſſions; 
Suppoſe a man, in the firſt caſe, ſhould pretend to walk al- 
ways on tiptoe, when nature intended him to walk on the 
flat of his feet, we ſhould not be ſurprized if he tumbled. 
If reaſim, revelation, and obedience are not ſufficient guides, 
without the ſenſible operations of the Spirit of Gad working 
in our hearts, my wonder is, that this ſenſible operz- 
tion ſhould be found atnong fo few w:i/e and good men, 
who labor with all their powers to ſubdue their wills 
to the divine law, and exert all their ſtrength to diſ- 
charge their duty to God, in the manner molt agree- 
able to his written law. It is indeed ſo amazing, that 
we muſt either conclude. that a new revelation has been 
made known to theſe people, as the true ele, as they 
call themſelves ; or that their pretences are the effects of 
rank folly and deluſion : and if their lives and diſcourſes 
corroborate this opinion, then we ſhall ceaſe to wonder 
that ſo few perſons of education or fentiment, give-m to 
In the mean time the Methodliſis read the ſcriptures, 
though they do not underſtand them; and whiilt they 
| Py 2 2. e 
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are miſguided by ſuch abſurd conflrutions, many of 
thoſe who laugh at them do not appear to have read them 
at all. I wiſh the principles of the Methodiſts may be un- 


derfiood more clearly by being brought on the Page. 1 
queſtion if the character of the lu, in the MIxoR, has 
any exiſtence, having found from the honeſt declarations 
of ſome, who are only funple proſtitutes, that they ſel- 
dom trouble the church, or think about worſhipping 
God, in any place. If this character does not exiſt, then 
the whole fabric of the drama is built on falſe grounds: 
if it ves exiſt, is it ſo proper = Eli for the theatre, 
as for St. Luke's Hoſpital ? This dramatic piece may 
however popular it may be, I am very doubtful con- 
cerning the propriety of the meaſure, as to the end of 
correcting the enthuſiaſm in queſtion. It is wittily faid 
indeed, that this comedy has ſhaken the pillers of Tor- 
tenham tabernacle; and I muſt add, that I believe no 
| harm would happen were it to tzmble, provided the poor 
people who frequent it, were at theis work, or ſaying their 
prayers in their pariſh-churches. But my apprehenfions 
are, that whilſt we deride the abuſe of the ſcriptures, the 
| ſcriptures themſelves will not be thought of at all, or 
treated too famiarly. 

Never was uſeful learning at a greater height: never 
was there an age more enlightened : never did the powers 
of reaſon beam forth, and the knowledge of the ſerip- 
tures ſhine brighter than at this time ; it is therefore 
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as the Methodiſts adopt. But, for the ſame reaſon, it 
the clergy uſe the weapons which the ſcriptures furniſh 
them with; and by gentle and perſuaſive means, exert- 
ing the powers of reaſam and genuine faith, the benevo- 
lence that humanity diftates, and the zeal which chri- 
ſtianity inſpires, they might find medicines for this fever, 
as they often do, I hope, for the cal ſt in religion. 
| Theatrical entertainments do not extend to one in a 
hundred of thoſe who are in moſt need of correction. 
And for the fame reaſon that one may eafily obſerve a very 
fatal propenſity to favor thoſe ſcenes which are ſe and 
immoral, there is too much cauſe to apprehend that gra- 
matic performances relating to mſtaktes in religion, will, 
at the ſame time they excite laughter, diminiſh the awe 
of the moſt inveterate kind, were refuted by reaſon, argu- 
ment, and appeals to the common ſenſe and conſciences 
of men, as well as by zuracles. And can any one think 
that ridicule is the teſt of truth, though it ſometime: 
leads to the diſcovery of it? And are not chara#er» 
often worked up beyond truth, when it is meant, 10 
render a theatrical repreſentation agreeable ?* I canroi 
undertake to determine but that this piece may have 
done ſome good; but I do not like this »::4s of re- 
forming the Methodiſts, Perhaps I ſhould have been 
better reconciled, if ſome character of a /en/iblc man, 
with a maſculine piety, and reſolution to ac? tle true abr i- 

= 7 Alias, 
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Niau, were ſet in contraſt with the feoliſß or wicked cha · 
racters in the drama, that there might be ſomething to 
pleaſe, as well as ſomething to laugh at: for with regard 
to myfelf, I ara not inclined to laugh, when I am not 
pleaſed; and I lament the mental deluſion of an innocent 
perton, as I feel for the bodily ſufferings of a guilty one. 
We do not laugh at madmen; nor do we refuſe to give 
milk to thoſe who cannot digeſt other food. 
If the theatre becomes a corrector in any matter of 
faith, is there not ſonme danger of turning faith in gene- 
rai into a came) or a farce? This is what I ſhould 
be afraid of, were ſuch repreſentations to be much coun- 
tenanced. For you muſt have obſerved, that this nation 
in gencial, is apt to be as ww: yficael in their faſhions, as 
the 47::5:4i/'s in the particular cut of their piety and faith - 
and whiia and fancy of one kind, being oppoſed to whim 
and ſancy of another, reaſpn and religion may poflibly be 
put between ius fires, and wounded on both ſides. 
It ought to be farther conſidered, that 2 
a ary emoluments are drawn from ſuch repreſentations, as 
there is the ſtronger inducement for ſome to exhibit 8 
there is the ſtronger reaſon for others to be jealous of 
the conſequences of ſuch exhibitions. And though I do 
not pretend that any miſchief is yet done, I would guard 
againſt evils which probably may happen hereafter. 
As to the perute and ſhoemaker declaimers, whole re- 
commendation 1s conſummate impudence, warm imagi- 
nations, and the remembrance of texts which they have 
10 capacity to underſtand, it would be an indignity of- 
fered 
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fered to the chriſtian prieſtood to call ſuch perſons teachers, 
or preachers of the goſpel. And as to the gentlemen of 
methodiſtical tenets, who have had a ſcholaſtic education, 
about to the RIGHT, for the conſideration of a good ec- 
elefiaſtical benefice ] have very particular reaſons to be- 
lieve the major part of them would conform to church 
orthodoxy, and intelligible chriſtianity, if they did not find 
| better living in another way. And what do you think of 
the heroes of the ſtage, whole calling it is, to repreſent all 

things that are, and all things which are nat in nature: 
will they not turn to the right hand or to the Int, as the 
humour or taſte of the ſpectator inclines. Upon my word, 
Sir, I am much afraid that the glittering imagination of 

a crowded benefit-night, might induce many of them to 
ſay whatever the poet ſhould put in their mouths ; and 
may inadvertently flip the examination of dramatic writ- 
ings. In ſhort, though I love the ſtage under reftric- 
tions, I think we ſhall be wonderfully changed, if actors 
become exemplary enough in their lives and manners, 
„ „% „ 

our faith to their cuſtod x.. 

Beſides, nan e Abdieds 
are viſionary enough to look on themſelves, as one of 
their writers calls them, a peculiar people, planted by 
e eee fo re e eee, GARE, e 
er they re c enthuſiaſtic, 3 
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ful? We may alſo imagine, that this kind of public . 
dicule will drive them out of their whims : will it not ra- 
ther make them confiderable in their own opinion, by be» 
ing thus taken notice of ? 
One of their advocates ſays, * The Devils may, and 
in all probability do mimick and ridicule the Ag; but 
are thoſe bleſſed ſpirits therefore ridiculous in themſelves ? ” 
— This is an odd conceit, and like fome of their other 
fancies. I ſyppoſe the Methodiſts ſtand here in the place 
author, if he thinks there is any fage-plozing in the do- 
- minions of Lucifer? It may at the ſame time be worthy 
of notice, that whilſt theſe people condemn the ſtage as 
an abomination, without regard to the ſubject, or con- 
duct of a play, or whether the poet or the actor be chaſte 
or not, their preachers imitate the meaneſt underlings of 
the buſtin tribe; and whilſt the poet never intends to 
leave the underſtanding out of the queſtion, their preachers 
often neglect it totally. 
We all agree, that theſe enthuſiaſts would increaſe by 
ſentation to be? One of them tells us, © it is no ſmall 
honor, and ſhould be a great comfort to the Adethods/ts, 
that they arc treated in a manner ſo much reſembling the 
treatment of the primitive chriſtians !*”” He goes on; 
. 
Shue cfuge dot aqpocicios nary 8. You fee how 


they 


* See page 545. in relation 10 St. Paul and Febx. 
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they burt with ſanctity, and how ingenious they are to 
draw concluſions in their own favor, by tfe compariſons of 
characters which have no fimilitude. Upon the whole, the 
malady ſeems to lie too deep to be reached by the theatre: 
for if theſe people think theatres are forbidden by chri- 
ſtianity, the uſe of them on this occaſion, will con- 
firm them in their opinion of their own ſuperior holineſs, 
I grant the thing need not be referred to any better iſſue, 
if this is eſſectual; but it does not appear to me, to 
, find define: 
and if a zoble inffrument can be uſed in ſuch a cauſe, 
is it conſiſtent with the dignity of religion to uſe one 
which has any mixture of baſeneſs? If reaſon and true 
zeal, unite their force againſt zo reaſon and miſtaken zeal > 

if learning is oppoſed to ignorance, and religious toil againft 
enthuſiaſtic induſtry, I apprehend we ſhall ſoon ſee viatory 
nnn 

taries of folly and d alan. 
I told you I had read part of two little volumes, ſaid 
to be written by a prelate, I mean the Enthuſiaſm of Me- 
thodifts and Papiſis compared. The detail therein given 
of the hiſtory of Enthuſiaſm in ſeveral countries; the 


| quotations from the journals of the Methodiſts ; and the = 


high encomiums on themſelves, compared with the q, 10, 
11, 12, 13, and 14th verſes of the xviii chap. of St. Luke, 
leſs his judgment is clouded with melancholy, or his ſpi- 


Whilſt 
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Whilft I am writing, I have a viſit from a well mean- 
ing perſon who is a Methodiſt, and from whom 1 have re- 
matter. They fay they may be ſaved by faith, with- 
out good works ; but then they add, but not withant an 
Jay life. Here is a very nice diſtinction; can a life be 
| holy, without the performance of ſuch duties, which in 
the eye of reaſon, and in the language of ſcripture, 
are denominated good works ? If it cannot, the Me- 
ſay they can, under a certain ſtate of converſion, nay, 
that they indubitably all be ſaved. — And what fays 
the Saviour of mankind with regard to this part of 
the conditions of ſalvation? I was hungry and ye 
« gave me meat,” @ good wert; © thirſty and ye gave 
„ me rink,” anather goed work; © naked and ye 
5 clothed me,” à further good work. And are not theſe, 
and ſuch like works, required of us, as objects preſent 
ticmſeves to us, according to our capacity of relieving 
them? Is there a more expreſs and authentic command 
un holy writ, to warn us againſt evi] works, than to excite 
us by every kind of precept, to encourage. us by every 
promiſe, to animate us by every great and noble example, 
to 2994 works ? © To promote the fincere and uniform 
practice of theſe, Chrift came from heaven.” And what- 
ever wonderful calls and illuminations may be pretended 
to, can yo, or any man in his right mind, believe that 
ſuch calls and illuminations exiſt, if they fruſtrate any part 

of 


L 587 ] 
of Chriſt's commiſſion ; much leſs if they counteract the 
chief deſign and end of his coming? 
| Where then is the doctrine of the Methadi/fs, and their 
great honor for the Saviour of the world, if fo much effi- 
cacy is aſcribed to faith in his merits, that it is imagined 
men may be faved by them, without a compliance with the 
terms which himſelf has declared to be neceffary ? And 
how far will the abſurdity lead us: if without good works 
we may be ſaved ; may we not be ſaved, notwithſtanding 
our bad ones, even if thoſe bad ones ſhould be unre- 
pented of? Does not the doctrine lean to this fide of 
the queſtion ? not to do good works, is in one ſenſe to do 
bad ones : for it is not conſiſtent with the nature of man 
to be inafive. How abſurd ſoever it may appear, ſome 
of theſe deluded mortals have carried it this length, by 
faying, © Art thou a fomer ? Mighty well !— Art thou a 
vile and reprobate finner © Better ftill ! Art than a hft 
and undone foner * Beft of all! It was for ſuch as thee 
that Chrift died.” — Is not this a way of ſtating the argu- 
ment, as if it were calculated to make the unlettered be- 
lieve, that in order to ſecure ſaluation, it is neceſſary to be 
a ſamer.—We are all logicians in a certain degree; but 
when we depart from common ſenſe, we are apt to draw 
very ridiculous and wild concluſions : and I ſnould not be 
{urprized to hear a Methodiſt fay, © II d would nat be 
ſuch a one as thoſe for whom Chriſt died ? The preacher ſays, 
that the greater ſeuner I am, Ir 1s BEST OF ALL; there- 
fore in order the better to ſecure to myſelf the merits of the 
death of Cbriſt, it is beſt of all to be as great a ſinner as I 
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aw: be, even if 1 ſbould expoſe myſeif ts feier the puri men: 
of temporal death ! ! — There is nothing ſo monſtrous which 
ſuch wild doctrines do not lead to? The vileſt part of 
Paganiſm is not worſe, than the deductions which may be 
made from ſuch tenets propagated amongſt the illiterate : 
for as mankind become truly enlightened by degrees, as 
hiſtory abundantly proves; ſo the fame hiſtory informs 


us, that by degrees they fink into brutal ignorance, ſu- 


been committed under a notion of religious acts, and to 
appeaſe an offended deity! And though we mult not 
expect that the crh ber will enter ſo deeply into the argu- 
ment, yet one would imagine that the paſfor, who Eves 
by the fooliſhneſs of the cobler, ſhould conſider a little, 
that, under a notion of promoting morality amongſt the 
Hliterate, he may lay the foundation of anarchy and con- 
fuſion both in morals and religion. 
Upon the whole, I apprehend that all Methad;fs do 
not agree, but in general their conſtruftion of the ſerip- 
tures, is valued, and contrary to all commu ſenſe, in- 
fomuch that it will fall of itſelf. And whilſt we have 
ſo many great and good men in our church, who, 
force of reaſoning, at the fame time referring us to the 
wiſdom and mercy of the great author of nature, through 
the meritorious ſufferings and death of a crucified Re- 
deemer ; though ſome of them are, I apprehend, too de- 
. licate, and do not ſpeak of hell and damnation in terms 
+ fu 
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kakctendy firang, yet they do not frighten inen into falle and 
abſurd notions of religion. The more amiable it is repreſent- 
ed, the more we ſhall ſeek it. And if men of true abilities to 


promote religion are net encouraged, it will be the fault 
ef the /aiy.—l hope the Methodiſts will come to theie 
ſenſes, and return ſabexly to their pariſh churches, where 
they may worſhip God as fervently as they pleaſe, after 
the manner of their fathers : and that the vicar and his 
curate will look to their part, that ſaund dactrine and ſub- 
ſtantial ſenſe, accompanied by feruent picty, be fo taught, 
that theſe deluded people may fee the abſurdity of run- 
ning after neu and frame doctrines. 

I was in doubt, whether there might nat be fas 
thing in Methodiſm worthy of attention, though it was evi- 
dent from their books that ſeveral things in it were burt- 
ful. I did not chuſe to be guided by popular reports; 
and I happened not to have any intimacy with a fingle 
Methodiſt. I was therefore held in ſome kind of fuſpence 
as to the quantity of merit or injury contained in it. I 
am now fatisfied in all points, and have only to add, that 
if we conſider the love of God, and the living in fear of 
offending him, as the ff, and moſt eſſential part in the 
life of a chriftian ; to reduce this principle into practice, 


and engage others to do the fame, muſt be the next arti» 
of mankind, watch for opportunities, and ſpare no pains 
to promote it. To conſider the health, the comforts, the 
peace and happineſs of others as our own, conſtantly re- 
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| keving the indigent, informing the ignorant, calming the 
pouring oil into the wounds of the afllifted, and cheer- 
ing thoſe who are in the way of happinefs : theſe are 
the offices wich chriſtianity requires, and theſe are the 
duties which will ſupport the character of one who means 
to do, what he thinks he ought to db, as a man, and as a 
him no fimall portion of delight, let the difficulties he 
meets with be ever ſo great. Tf he is watchful that nei- 
ther lf nor intemperance,' pride nor vanity, anger nor en- 
mity, avarice nor ambition, not any other appetite or paſ- 
 fion which may pollute or difrat? his foul, ſhall get the 
dominion over him: if his infirmities occaſionally betray 
him, and he implores the pardon of heaven, and becomes 
che more watchful. for the time to come: if he cultivates 
chat merbnefs, candor and hiomanity, that love of truth and 
 juflice, that belief of the great doctrines which lead him 
to conſider CHRIST as his Lawgiver, his Sovereign, his 
Fudge; his Redeciner and only Mediator with Ged; if he 
does this, it will keep him in conffant awe. And if he 
prays to heaven in public or private, for the affiftance 
of the holy Spirit of God, in the way which the divine 
wiſdom ' ſhall think fir to give it; if he [ves and dies 
in this temper, we may pronounce him a happy man. 
Though ſuch a perſon ſhould not have ſuch certain aſſu- 
 rance of everlaſting felicity, as the Methodiſts pretend 
w, yet he knows that the great diſpoſer of all things is 
—— eG in the 
moſt 
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moſt ſenſible manner, that hope ſupplies the fame great 
end; and that divine Providence has ordained it fall 


be ſo. Nor is it conſiſtent with the natute and conftitu- 
tion of things, placed as we are, in a probational fate, 
that we ſhould be permitted to know this important 
ſecret. We muſt wait the GREAT TEACHER DEATH, 
and by our waiting give proof of our obedience and re- 
higious fear. 

With regard to ſeveral diſtinctions, to which we 
now apply the name of Methodift, I muſt obſerve, that 
if the real Methodiſts are under deluſions, as we ſup- 
_ poſe, and we really mean to ſuppreſs their doctrines, ſure- 
ly we ſhould not give the name to any perſon, on ac- 
count of certain practices, which a ſober-minded chri- 
the name of AMethodit. But fo long as we aſcribe 
afts of piety, of the maſt diſtinguiſhed kind, to the name, 
we aſcribe it to the principle, which in fact is doing honor 
to the very thing we mean to diſgrace. : 
play at cards on Sundays; or not to play at any time, 
for any object that can agizate their own paſſions, or do 
any injury to another; or not to waſte much time. If they 
ſhould be fo tender minded as not to allow of the ſaſbion- 
able anſwer being made, of not at home, when they are, 
but cannot convenzently ſee company. If they go to a- 
vine ſervice punctually every day, either in public or in 


19 
with a view to ſave for charitable purpoſes, or to avoid 
the pride of life : if they are uncommonly attentive 
to the duty of giving alm, with ſuch like good dif- 
poſitions. I fay, if fuch people are denominated - 
thadifts, becauſe ſome Methodiſts may happen to do the 
very fame things, we ſhall never clear the land of their 
ſtrange doctrines, for by ſuch means the real Methodiſts 
will floriſh under the ſuppoſed protection of the moſt 
reſpectable characters: whilſt the difference may be as 
great, as to ſome eſſential characteriſties of chriſtianity, 
as between a Chriffian and a Mahommedan. If we blend 
Fians will be fo far in a ſtate of defamation: the con- 
duct moſt deſerving imitation will be ridiculed; the 
virtues flowing from the pureſt minds be flighted, as 
if they had their fource in fancy and fanaticiſm :” and 
the intereſt of religion will be wounded, by the very 
people who pretend to be its chanipions. Therefore 
ws. - 2: on, which always attends fang- 
I believe with you, that ſome Methodiſts do occa- 
ing to the eſtabliſhed rites of our church; but none 
whom in conſcience I can call genume chriftians, attend 
the Methodifis, except it be to receive conviction, con- 
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| There are doubtleſs ſome very good ignorant people whe 
areMethcdifts ; but ſome, filed Methodi/ts, are not ſuch, tho 
they were favorers of the leaders of Methodiſts, when theſe 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by preaching with uncommon 
themſelves of conſideration with the rabble, became ſchiſ- 
matics in principle, inſtead of zealots for chriſtianity, the 
pious perſons, whom I allude to, followed theſe leaders no 
Let nominal chriſtians differ, as they may, in opinion about 
faith or works, thoſe are not entitled even to the name, who 
do not acknowledge the immutable obligations of both; 
and they alſo ceaſe to deferve it, when they ſuffer any pre- 
judices to feed their preſumption, to obſtruct their charity for 
— 
FaxeweL. 


' CONCLUSION. 
To the Rev. Mr. N. 
Ipreſume, Sir, you will be ready to conclude, from what 
I told you in my laſt, that the inſtitution of the Magdalane 
Charity is an effort of extraordinary piety; and ſo it is; but 
reaſon, as well as religion, confine it to its proper object. 
The ſeveral gentlemen who are concerned in the direction, 
give the ſtrongeſt proofs of their guad ſenſe, as well as reli- 
gious d/peftien, by oblerving the utmolt purity and canfor- 
mity; and there ſeems to be a fair proſpect of ſucceſs. 
Without making this retreat defirable to any, but the 
very wretched, if we can take off the ſharp edge of that 
pungent miſery, to which many unhappy creatures are 
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expoſed, we ſhall certainly do a good work; and expe- 
rience proves that we can nearly draw the proper line. 
The object ſeems to me to turn upon this ſingle point: 
Shall we fuccor the parentleſs young girl, who became a prey 
before ſhe well knew her erime ? Shall we relieve the di- 
freſed friendbſs fonal, whe, confeins of her mnie. 
and apiſa to pemury, contempt, infamy, and diſeaſe, fup- 
| Plicates for mercy from God and men ? — or, Hail we leave 
them to periſh, tho we CAN preſerve them; and tho” we be- 
lieus they will periſb if we ds NOT receive them under aur 
Protection ? This is the ſtate of the caſe; and I truſt that 
the moſt ſenſible part of our ſellom - ſubjects will ſee it in 
this light ; that they will be perſuaded this charity will fave 
many bodies and ſouls from perdition, and at the ſame time 
do honor to the nation, both in a civil and religious view. 
No candid perſon who ſees, 6— od 
rates, can difpute this fact. 

ts tne. fired 
I am obliged to poets. If you approve of the humble gam in- 
cloſed, I intend to be a little indebted to muſicians alſo. Do 
you think it will be deemed tabernaculous ? With regard to 
yourſelf, I know you will underſtand my meaning. 
As to the inſertion of my name, I agree with you, that 
| where ſuhjee?, ſentiment, and ple, equally betray, diſguiſe 
looks like an affe/ion of importance rather than humelity. 
| Beſides, a conſcious integrity creates a contempt of all 
ul obſervers; and it ſeems to be a duty in ſuch 
caſes as this, to appear openly for the cauſe we eſpouſe. 
Awed by folſe modefly, and a ſerrũe kind of tim, the 
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neglected; and the uſe of things intrinſically good, as 
often laid afide as foali, merely becauſe fooliſh people 
abuſe them. — We laugh at others, or deſþiſe them, at 
the very moment that we ourſelves are ridiculous to a de- 
| gree of contempt. We adapt our conduct to the fan 
of the times, inſtead of accommodating our minds to the 
laws of reaſon and religion ; equally ſhort of our mark 
in being lu in our picty, as bewildered when we 
follow the fail fre of enthuſiaſm. Let us therefore recur 
+ to this principle, that there is a mediocrity, in which 
the ſubſtance of virtue conſiſts ; that if ſociety is not in- 
jured by them, more than our private good is promoted, 
thoſe errors are the leaſt dangerous, which incline to the 
pious fide. Heaven grant us all to walk in the true path 
of temporal and immortal happineſs! Farxewsr. 
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He grants the full requeſts of thoſe 
Who him with fear adore ; 

If they his aid implore. 


4- 
The Lord preſerves all thoſe with care, : 
| Whom grateful love employs; 
But ſinners, who his vengeance dare 

Wich dreadful- wrath deſtioys. 

= 

My time to come, in praiſes ſpent, 

Shall ſtill advance his fame 
And all mankind with one conſent, 

For ever bleſs his name ! 


THE EV D. 


